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"Y_e Secretar_y emphasized the import_uce of the free world

maintaining control over the vast reaches of the Pacific. At the
s_e bime, he said, we felt it was ne_essa_/ to obtain the consent
of the indigenous populations a,nd to obtain a degree of external
coasent for arra_ements which might be developed. We were follow-
in_ such a po " .... o_+ to including ourl__j with _ our territories,
Tz-_st Terrltor_,. . He s,_,___._ that one device that _Aght be con-

" sldered was association ___ ;_e..sort enjoyed by Puerto ,Rico, with
its Co,_monwealth status_

, _e Secretar_r added =_ ,,,=_h_be well',,in view of the broad
division of =- -._'-_'_"_"' "- : to have a look atr_ooJ:.o......___ .._the Paci _. area,
the qaestlon of a ""........... .._....._o= ,_ flag. u= said in this respect he was
not thinking of e_._y z:'.'zy._:in;2, c.f ±sia'n_s but rather the matter of
possible regional aa_oc-a::l-___.a. He _.hought we also should examine
the areas where it "_ppea_-ed pos_iSie independent states might come
Inta being _!d ...._,_,--."_..... _ ......e_--c_ .....__r _.,,_ a_eas se_-,_=_ _. He suggested _hat

i:i"ill..::..._i-::..'::_:__ :iii.:'" .........'o_:______
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It att.6hl; be _ef_l to-eo_Ider the b_ic _estlo_ of _ther-It
was desirable to put sm=ll Islands together into regional federa-
_ioz_s--wheCher we, i-.ally could, _reate stren__.h,. . I_ unit...LS__ weaknesses.
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_,: . The Secretary said that he believed the problem should be
approached with political imagination and that we should consider
a wide ran_e,,:of ideas.- He felt that certainly one important, mawr
that must be studied' would be the,-improvement of the economljs

• viability of the islands, L_ <thls::.mespecthe suggested a special
.... ef_or_...be,made to determine how ,._he.,mos_,recent and expected

.:_deve-l_pments,ln science-and technoloEy,-eould be applied over.the
neK_, decade .to practical policy, He referred specifically to "
such developments as the desalinization of sea water and recent
sclentlf£c advancements with respect to .transport,•power and fuel.

• ,.. :-.2he New Zealand Ambassador observed that/
m
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.....; - ,- During a discussion 0f the question ofF.,_nch" " "
• particlvati_n i_l,Din the group, the New Zealand Ambassador said|
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,..<... ":The Secretary expressed the view that exclusion of the French

might very well cause trouble in bot_ this and other contexts. He
pointed o_lt tl_ ,the French had gone a long way in consulting the

, wishes of the people of their area in the South Pacific. He said
that he felt it .would be very difficult to give really serious
consldera_ion to basic problems without taking the French into
account. If theDe is to be an empty chair, the French should be

lowed to elect _o make it emDt.V. The New Zealand Ambassador _!,_
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It was pointed out that /__/4 Z
he UK has a condominium with the :renc in the Paciflc. The
Secretary said that he felt that it would not be desirable to l

make a decision regarding French participation at this time, nor
would it be desirable to set a date in the future at which such
a decision Would be taken. He would rather think further about
this aspect. In the meantime, no formal Working group should be
set up.

-- The New Zealand Ambassador suggested the next step would be /7//_

The Secretary said that the U. S.
would be agreeable to such prD'gedure but that he felt we should
not establish a formal working group at this time. It was agreed
that there would i0e an exchange and discussion by Junior officers

but that no wormi_g group would_e formed for the time being.Ambassador Beale suggested that " I?__"

../ .
It was agreed that in answer to press inquiries all partici-

pants would state that this meeting was a follow-up on the Secre-
tary's visit to Australia mud New Zealand and that no mention would
be made of the Pacific Islands to the press.

After the departure of his callers, t_ Secretary observed
to the staff members remaining behind thatL_ _/¢:''_"

":!! .i i ":"":" . ..... :
".: ..: :..: :-." .." "-" :'." ..: ".: _ - OS 421999


