


Ambassador Laking said that_'--
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Mr. Cleveland said that we had been trying to figure .out"how to relate

our Trust Territory to international political developments. Our tentative
conclusion, after an examiaation of the remaining bits and pisces of the
dlpendent territories system, _as that there probably was no bore sensible
destir_ than some kind of free associaticm with the metropolitan powers. At
present, the world cce_ty jen_rall_ recognized only two categories: _pendent
and i_t states. It was _ that sc_ fonm_a be found which
fitted the imdividuA1 situatio_ _ u.

j _. _e,_ recm_at_t F4 A-_'
t_e Secretary had _Id the Ambassador that t_ United States was ta_ a new
I_ st tim Trust _mmri_ of the Pacific Islands. Traditional_, we had
beem mmmrtala as to _ h_,and as a result, certain things -- for
m_m, in the field og e_tlon -- bid me_ been done. We were new embarked
en a program to raise the im_ _bi_a_ to some reasonable educational
a_d. We were going to treat them like people, even like Americans.
In t_m Trust Territory an act of self-_termination la_ ahead in the indefinite
i_lan-e. Looking forward to that time, it was ridiculous to think in terms
ef • eholce between contira_eddependence and independence. We should give
them • choice which would realistically fit their unique situation• In
developing this new status, it was important that we not get in each others'

...._ ,,_._b_s_ar_k_g tho_z_t_at_--- " _ ; _!_.

Mr. Cleveland observed,that the only other dependent area problems the
United States had were with the Virgin Islands. Puerto Rico was a special
case and, speaking personally, he did not think that Congress would favor
granting Puerto Rico,s status to other areas under U.S. administration. In
response to Ambassador Laklng's question, Mr. Cleveland said that Congress

_ /would probably
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Mr. Cleveland thought _hat this should be done in a way which flowed fr_ q
that assumption rather than frmn no assumption, which was the present case.

Mr. Cleveland inquired if, apart fr_n FiJi, there Was ar_ other candidate
_or independence in the area. Ambassador Laking thought that while there was

Mr. Clevelamd %homght it WmLld be usefel to develop and get acceptance
of the ¢omoept of free association with a metropolitan power. If a territory
were %0 opt for such status rather than imdepem_enoe, it should be recognized
tam% it m _ _rma the emtegoa7 of depemdent territory. In the cue
of _ EieO, m wmm able %e haws the United _ati_ recognize that it .-
•ml no _ • mm.ulZ-_mmrn1_ territory.

AibINidor _king invited Sec_tar7 Udall and Mr. Cleveland to visit
_n _ during their, trip to t_ South Pacific Conference in July.
Mr. Cleveland said that he would pass the invitation on to Secretary Udall
a_d that, if the schedule of budget hearings permitted him to make t_e trip,
be would like to visit Western Samoa.

"_ Turning %0 the question of the election of a new Secretary-General of

"the South Pacific Commission, Mr. Cleveland inquired if New Zeal_d supported _/,/) _"
m-. Cleveland

, said that he had been very {avorably impressed with'_A_.Seddon, t_ numbertwo man in the SPC Secretariat. Ambassador Laking confirmed %ha_
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