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TO : 10 - ]l_. CllVOlamcl

FROM :: S/P - Ernest K. Lindley

SUEIECT: Statements on Trust Territory

I vas unable to arrive aC a suiUtble publ£c explana-
tion. I _oubt that the paragraph I adde6 to your prepared
statement contributes very much. I think you prepare_
statement is very g,-_i.

I strongly hope that you will be permitte_ to talk
completely off the recorG. AtUache¢_ £s a rou_ outline
of euggesCe_ talking points.

Good luck'
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_: _ The Future of. the Tr_.t Territory o£ the Pacl££¢ IsI-_A
: .... Ta_ Points for Use in ,KZocut£ve Se,e s£on

.-"

:" We _ink the time ,has _o_e to bo_in to prepare for a per-

manent arranxe_eut to supplant the Trust Territory of the

,Pacific Islands. .-

Only three United Jlat£ons Trusteeships re_ain.

The liquidation o£ the old colonL.l eBp£res is nearly;

completion.

We must expect both the A£ro-As£an rmt£ons anc the Co._unists

to pay £ncreaslng attention to our trusteesh£p In the Pacific.

A group 0£ _er£can journallsts recently v£slted the islands--

we must expect £ncreas£ng publlcity about the conditions there and

the/uture o£ the islanders.

_It u_ul_ be ,both more di_f£e d am_ more £n keept_n_ wlt_ our

tra_Iti.ons to anticipate a polttiea,1,, trsnslt£on, rather t__n move

..lAter under the t_ronaxanda and po!_r.t, cal pressura_. Also. if we
F

-u_vo ahead on ¢Sa_r.¢mn Jba£tiative we are more l£kely to get the

result _s _ant. A 1on_ delay would Kive _nfriendly £afluence

more Of"U opportunity to train and £t_J_Lltrate aS_nts, etc., into

l_Lcron_s _.

We would
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_'Would hope for an ,u_publlci,,sed ¢o,ns .ensus between Congress

an_ the &xecutlve on a perma_en t arrangement to supplant the

Truste4whip. And we think ;o:ious cm_sidaratio= should be siren

to setting an unpubllc/_,e e t/_e-table for acbievin A it.

For reasons of security an_ defense s we r_ink that it would

be most des£rabie for the islands of the Trust Territory to become

pern_nentl 3 a,ssOc,Latec with ,the United States.

They could not constitute a viable nation. Ant certainly

we don't want the_ to fall under unfrlen_iy In£1uence.

During the past year the Department of State has been con-

ferrin_ wltb the United Kingco_, Australia, and New _ealan_ about

the future of the Pacific Islands. The participants in these

dt_cussions have agreed that there are perhaps only two or three

territories for which i_tepen_ence m/_ht be the best solution--

that foe the others some form of permanent asaoeLatlon with their

resp,_civ, herO,pole, vouldb_st serve _e i.l_ers _ walla8

the 8mm_tty of the Pacific. _,

! There are of ¢mzz'se various ways in wh/_h M/_ronesLa m4&ht

be permanently associated wlth the U_Lte_ States. (One possibility

is t_
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is to mko It, in c_tnat/_, rich _, a county of KawIt.)

,_ Oar _eucatlve thlnkinz Is _bat we should se_ 5 7ear,s £ro_

now as the unsmbllcized .tarEet date for a pIebisclCe. A_ our

oblect,ive ' ,/n the plebiscite would be. we Chink, an ovor_elm_n._

vote--at least 75 percent--for a permanent arrangement satisfactory

tO US.

To achieve these objectives would require gooc political

organization as well as a rapidly moving program of economlc and

social _evelopment. But we Ehlnk there are fewer risks in moving

rapidly than in a lon_ perlod of preparation which woulg give

others a better chance to a&Itate for permanent arrangements not

to our Interest.
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