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Subject: Polio in the Trust Territory

This is in reply to the late President's memorandum o£ November 4
requesting an investigation into the spread of polio in the Trust
Territory.

Upon receipt of that memorandum, I directed Assistant Secretary John A_

Carverp Jr. o who was in the Trust Territory at that time in connection

with iuplementlng the_Tesidentms Surve 7 Mission Report. to make an on
the spot Investlgatlon'of the subject.

Our investlgation reveals that it was not a shortage of funds that

prevented cc¢_ictlon of the immunization program in 1958o The

immunization program was confined to the area of the }Larshall Zslands

District, whore the illness broke out, and was limited to the pcriod

when an epldomie was thought to be an immndlate danger° _en vlrologlcal
teuts failed to confirm the 1958 clinical diagnosis of polls, the health

_nd medical authorities concluded that there had not been a true outbEeak

of polio and the immunization program lapsed.

The 1963 outbreak occurred at a point hundreds of miles from the area
affected in 1958 and has been traced to a U. S° citizen who traveled

from an epidemic area in Texas _o the U. S. defense base on KwaJaleln

Island. The flrs_ symptoms among the }_rshallese people were noted on

Jnnunry 12, 1963. Assistance from a U. S, l_aval Preventive Medlcal temn

was requested January 16, and the te_m arrived from Hawaii on Januo/y 18.
The dleease was confirmed to be polio by laboratory tests on January 29

and i=nunizatlon of the entire M_hall Islonds populatlon began on

January 31. Throu:gh asslstance secured from the U, $, Public Health

Service, the _uerlcan Red Cross und the National Foundation, immunization
of the cntlre Trust Territory population began on February 20. This

program is 95 percent complete at the present time,

The failure to undertake a large scale Immun_zation program prior to this

time was apparently based on the belief that the Microneslnn populatlonms
limited contact with outsiders spared tt from our epidemic diseases.
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