
1) Cont_ed U.S. control over the Trust TerrltorSes
Of the Pacific Islands _hich ue hold under I2_ Trusteeship
has become mo_e important in a period of confrontation wLth
China, developin_ weapons technology an_ char_es in the Asian
_ea •

2) We foresee £-u_re-difficulties with the development
of sentiment lu theIslands for independence or for essoci- '
ation _ith Japan. Over the lou: r_u, this tread could mahe
continued U.S. control over the ar_a a source of Increasln_
embarrassm_nt to us and even Jeopardize U.S. control.

3) De_plte the lank of progress t_ard econom£c develop-
ment, tho pcesent sentiment of the populat_en Ls overwhelmingly

pro-A_e_ican. We wish to utilize this fact to ts/<e decisive
and irrevecslble action to tie the area to the U.S. and tO
_£ssolve i_s eo_nectlon ulth tl_ L_,_'_,

_) We would propose holdln_ e plebiscite under UN
ausplces sometime _Ithin the next two years givi_ the TTPI
l_h_bltants the cholce of (a) continuation of the pres.-at
status, (5) immediate independence, or (c) status as a _elf-
governln$ _e._r_tory o_ the United States, a _tatus to he
rea¢;;ed af,ter a period of (3-5) years as a non-self-Eovernin_
territory. At the sa_me time as the plebiscite, a Hicronesian
Chief of State would _e elected. A U.S. resident represents-
tlve w_uld carry the resi4ual powers of the _.S. and be the
prime contact for econ_a!e aid and development. If this last
alternatlve were to be lelected by the p_pulatlon, as appears
most proSable, we %_uld continue to 5e _esponsible for
zeportin_ _o the UN until self-Eovernin_ s_atus =as reached.
AC that point _we s;_uld c_nslder, on the bag,s both of the
pleblsclte and the new status, t_t our trusteeship responsi-
b_lity was _lesolved. _e believe %;e _ould have a Eo0d case
for this _ich would hold water Internatlonally and in the
T1_I.
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