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PRESIDEwrIAL BYAY_T ilq _r_cTI0_ WIT_ TH_ TRA_TTAL TO T_E mko

C_CR_S$ OF I_I_OS_q) L_CISLATI0_ TO A_O_ZE AI_ A_I_ P_

OF CAPITAL ]_mROVI_4_I_ _ _ TRUS_ TEI_ITO_¥ O_ TI_ PA_ZFIC ISj_qDS
Z

(A bill "To _end the Act of June 30, 1954, as mnended, providing for o
b-
eE

the eontinmmce of civil 8overummt for q:he Trust Territory of the z
uJ
-r

Pacific Is lsnds.") _-

I have today transmitted to the Congress this Administration's o"'
E3

legislative proposal to authorise a bold end accelerated program, of _°
n
taJ

development in the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands.

This l_portant legislaticm is designe_ to further the discharg_ of

thls Govenu_ut's commitment sole_nlz_ in a tru_tee_hip agreement _I_

the _. N. to promote the political, econouic and social development of

the people of the Trust Territory. If vc are to honor that con_t_meut

end discharge our obligations in a timely end suitable msnner_ the

enactment of this proposal is an immediate necessity.

H£net7 thousand _tcronesians look to the United States for the help

that they require in order to take their rightful pla_e in the modern world.

The proble_ of development which they face are enormous, an_ are compli-

cated by the. physical end geographic aspects of the area denominate d aS
• L

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands. The population of the Trust

Territory i_t divided a_ong some 97 of 2,000 islands, providing a total

land area el:" only approximately 700 square miles. Those islands 8re

_cattere_ over almost 3,000,000 square miles of the Pacific Ocean, an area

similar to the area of the b_ntted States.
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responslbillty, and our intention to honor our co_itment_ to _he

best of our ability. Working togat'._er,we, _he Congress, th_ _'_-_tlve

branch and the people of Micronesla can achieve a success that a few

years ago would have been thought impossible. _owev_r, the first step

lles with the Congress, and in con_endlng _his proposal to it, I have

asked the Congress for the pro_p_ and favorable conslderatlo_ which

the proposal deserves.
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