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Status - A non-seZf-governlng territory o£ the United -
t •

_ , , ' States) administered by the Department of the
Interior

Cap.its1 - Paso Paso

t

The unincorporated territory of American Samoa is the most
southerly of all lands under United States sovereignty. There arm
seven islandx in the American Samoan group with • total area of
;76.2 square miles. Paso Paso (pronounced Panso-'Pango). the priue.tpa_
and capital city) located on the island of Tutuila, Is one of the "

• finest and most beauclful harbors of the South Pacific.

The people of American Samoa are American nationslsl are of
a]anost pure Polynesian stock mud number 20,051 according to the

•., , 1960 census. The c11mxte of the islands is troplcal and pleasant!
: :r"_. : the main islands are of volcanic orisin vith a yearly temperature

__. ' ranks from 70 to 90 degrees and a humldlgy of about: 80 percent,
' .is
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• xurlcan Interest in the samo i-sland.s _withthe report
• ', .' made by the United States ExpZorins Expedition which visited the

i ' "; Islands under the leadership of Lt. John Wilkes in 1839. By a
' _ Treaty of 1899, the United Ktngdum and Germmy renounced their "

" 'j, clalnl in the Smnoan group in favor of the United States. and the

• I main islands were ceded to the United States in 1900 by locaZ
, chiefs •

, Congress formally accepted the isl_nds in 1929 by means of a
:_.:. Jolnc Resolution. They were under naval administration until 1951
.... " when,thelr admlnlstratlon vex .transferred to the Deparmnent of

, the Interior. Under the terms of the deeds of cession, the United
.....•"' States C_nTernment agreed that the chiefs of the villages would be'
,: :i:., permitted to retain their individuaZ control over their separate
' .". ' villages mud agreed to respect and protect the individuaZ rights

, i , of the people, especially in respect to their ].ands and othe:
:):_ .! property. As a result of this aoum£tmont) most 02 American Samoan
'";_ " " land £s _o_un_Zy-owned. . .. ....
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