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In the far«flung islands that compriss the Trust Territory of the Pacific
Islands, the United States has undertaken a sericus and sscred respensidility,
the responsidility of sssisting the 90,000 peoples of Micronesis . to move fully
into the modern world through belping devise an education system, asking use of
thelr rescurces, and developing those democretic pelitical institutions through
vhich free nen csn freely govern themselves.

In this endeavor ve are fortmate to have the services of William R. Norwood
as High Comissioner. As & long-time resident of Nawaii end one who has been an
active cbserver of and participant in the economic and politieal 1ife of Hawaii,
Bill Norwood has developed & sensitivity to the problems of the pecple of the
Pacific Islands and an understanding of their hopes and their aspirations.

The 11st of needs of the Trust Territory is lengthy and, although much
progress has been made in recent years, we still have far to go. We still need
more schools to sccommodate the young and rspidly groving populstion. More than
balf of these pecple are under the age of 20 and the population is increasing at
the rate of almost 4 per cent a year. Since 1963 we have built more than 300
elementary classrecms and established high schools in esch of ths major districts
in place of the single high cchool of previous years serving the entire territory.
However, we still cannot enroll all students vho might seek secondary education
and ve are determined that we shall attack this shortcoming aggressively in the
yoars ahead.
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Our health program has not yet ufffu-:mm goal, health services
at least equal to those found in the United States. Ve need more hospital
beds, more medical persomnel, more heslth aides, and we are detemmined to
provide them. In tho nnntinc, rev equipment has beemn installed in several
of the hoapims md mummu plans are deing drawn for new major hospitals
to replace two grossly inadequate structures. The Hawaii State Departament of
Health and the University of Hawaii's School of Puhlic Health are furnishing
assistance in many health fields and a surgical temm from Honolulu has performed
rehabilitative surgery for victims of a polio epidemic in the Marshalls. This
team returns periodically for continuing treatment.

Under B1ll Norwood's direction, and with the whole-hearted support of the
Adnintistration, we shall quicken the pace of development in the Trust Terxritory.
In addition to recoumending increased funds to meet the needs of the Trust Territory,
I have authorized the Peace Corps to send volunteers to the territory to augment
the progrems being devised and carried out by High Comaissioner Norwood.

We are equally detemmined that the Micronesians share fully in and are the
direct heneficiaries of these expanded programs. This has always been our
objective and I note with pleasure that a Nicronesian is serving with distinction
as District Administrator in the Narshall Islands and another at Trust Territory
Headquarters as Deputy Commissicner for Resources and Development. And as a man
vho has spent much of his life in legislative halls, I have been struck by the
generally competent way in vhich the Congress of Micronesis has gone about its
business. The step of creating this legislative body was taken two years ago
by Secretary of the Interior Udall. NMembers of the Congress have displayed a
degree of political maturity that is truly impressive. I% I am certain, will

be a positive force in the future development of the islands. Tius the ashle
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experiment of full self-govermment wvhich began in the American territory
of Gusm 4n 1950 45 deing spplied with significant success in the neighdoring
1slands of the Trust Territory.
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