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DItA._TII-20-66'

A BILL

"_ To establish a Co_xnislio_ on the Status of the Trust Territory of the '
• Pacific Islands

• Be it enacted by, the Senate end House of Representatives of the

, United States of America In Co_.Kress assembled. That. because the "

people of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands,through their
I

. elected representatives in the Congress of Micronesia, have express_

a desire to have established a commission to consider the future

political ntatus of the l_tust Territory, the Congress of the United

States hereby establishes the Co_nfssion on the Status of the Trust

Territory of the Pacific Zslauds.

Declaration of Purpose

SEC. 2. The Congress of }_Lcronesia, noting its v_ev that this

generation of Hicronesiaus should have an early opportunity to determine "

the future constltutionsl and polltlcal status of M_tcronesla. resolved

in August 1966 that a coNn_ISiOn be established in order to consult the'_
\\,

people of _Ltcronesla so as to ascertain their wishes and viers, and in

order to study and assess critically the political alternatives open to

Hleronesla. The Congress of the United States, noting the responsibili-

ties of the Covernmmt of the United States to the people of Microuesia

under the Trusteeship Agreament between the United States and the
/

_ecurit7 Council of the United Nations, concurs in such views end believes
t

that a emmisston comprised of representatives of the Congress of Micronesla

and of the Government of the United States can effectively undertake such

consultation and assessment. . "

'dq-4Z636-; ' -



Co_r.,!ssto_ o_ the Status of the Trust Territory_ of the Pacific Islands

SEC. 3. The Co_Ltssion on the Status of the Trust Territory of the

Padfic Islands (hereinafter referred to as the "Cocn_asien"), shall be

composed of seventeen _embers, as follows ".

(a) Three _-=bers of the Senate of the Un£ted States Congress,

of _o= no more than two shall be of the s_e political part_1, to be

ap_olnted by the President of such Senate;

Co) Three members of the House of Representatives of the United

States ConEress, of whom no more then two shall be of the sm_e political

part'y, to 'be appointed by the Speaker of such House of Representatives;

(c) Three members of the Senate of the Congress of _tcronesia;

to be appointed by the President of such Senate;

(d) Three _embers of the House of Representatives of the ....

Congress of Micronesia, to be appointed by the Speaker of such House of .

Eepresentattves;

(e) Three representatives of the Executive Branch of the

United States Covern_nt. to be appointed.by the President; sad

(f) Two members of the seneral public,to be appointed by thePrestdenc.
• :..e

SEC. 4. (a) The Connslssion shall, by majority vote, elect a

chairman from msonS its members.

(b) Any vacancy which u_y occur on the Con_ss£on shall not affect

lits powers or ftmctlons, but shall be filled in the same manner in vhich

the original appo"inCnmnt was made.

(e) • The orsan£zation meeting of the Comzission shell be held no later

than 60 days fromthe data of enactment.of this Act, st such time sad place

as may be specified in a call issued Jointly by the senior me_ber appointed
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' i .:i by the President of ".he Senate and the senior =e_er appointed by the i

Speaker of the House of Eepresent-_tive_.

: (d) lline members of the Commission shaI1 constitute • query, but .i

• smaller n_ber, as deter=d.ned b7 the Coati.salon, may conduct hearings.
i

' i_ (e) He=bets who are members of Congress or vho are representatives.
:1

of.the L_ecutive _ranch shall serve v£thout Mditioual eo=peusatlon. The
I

members ©f the CommAssion who are members of the Confess of Eicronesla

a_d the members selected fro= the general public shall each receive $50

per die= when engaged in the actual performance of duties vested In r_e

CoNsslc,n. All _e_bers of the Co-.J_issionshall receive reimbursement

. for.tr--ve.1, subsistence, _nd other necessary expenses Incurred by them :

--_ ,, in the performance of such duties.

:" ' " Duties of the Co_Isslon

• i J

SEC. 5. The Co=m£ssJ.on shall

:. (a) assess_critically _he •lternatives as to political statu_ open

; : to e_e people of _tcronesia; : :

:1 . (b) Inform' the people of _icrenesia, to the fullest extent feasible,

f of such alternatives;

il _ (c) ',consult vith the people of Micro_esia, to the fullest extent

' i feasibles, so as to ascertain their vishes and vievs; .

_ (d) _ formulate recommendations as to the future political s_tus of.

:/I the T_us_: Territory and the procedure required to •chieve that status; and

!i' : _ (e) subu_t'• _eport Containing such recou=endations to the President

• of "..he United States, v.he Congress of -..he United States, and the Congress,

of YJ_cormesia,',no later than December •31, 1967. .. " ""
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Pc_ers of the Con:hiss!on

SEC. 6. (a) The Co_:tss£c_ or, on authorization of the Con_ssion,

any connnittee of t_o or more members, at least one of who_ shall be a

member of the Congress og _lcronesia, may, for the purpose of carrying out

the prov£sions of this Act, hold such hearings and sit and act at such

times and places as the Commission or such authorized con_ttee may deem ad-

visable.

_) The Comm_salon t8 authorized to obtain from any depart_ent, agency,

or inatru_ntallty of the EXecutive Branch o£ the Coverument of the United

States any tnfot_.ation it dee_s necessary to carry out its functions uuder

this Act, and each such department, agency, and Instrumentality is authorized

and directed to furnish such information to the Con_ssion upon request

ma_e by the Chairmen or the Vice Chairman vhen acting u Chairman.

A__propriatious and Persor.uel

SEC. 7. (a) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such stn_s.

but not morQ than $100,000, as _ay be necessary to carry out the provisions

of this Act, and such _one.vs as n_y be appro_r£ated shall be available to

the Connnieaton tmtll expended.

(b) The Connnlsslo_ Is authorized to appoint and fix the compensation

of an Executive Secretary and much other additional personnel as may be

necessary to enable the Con_tssion to carry out Its ftmcttona, vlthout regard

I to the civil servt.ce lava, rules, and regulations, but any Federal employee

subject to those l_s, rules, and tegulations, who may be detailed to

the Co_£esion (vhich detail is hereby a_thoriged) shall retain his civil

service s_atua vithout interruption or loss of status or privilege.
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