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To: S/P - Hr. Owen

From: S/P-W. W. Behrens Jr.

Subject: Trust Territory of the Paclf/c 181ands

The Johnson Adm£nlstratlon has draBatized and for the

first time In a number of years brought to the fore this
country's extensive commitments and interest in the Pacific.
This has been done principally by the President's trip .... -:

throughout the Pacific region, undertaken in pursuit O|_)_:_/i_'.i :-_
objectives in Vizt-Nam, but also has been inherent In _i'_ii_/_:: '-
new attention Administration policy makers have given _i_i"_i/"

Philippines, Austratla, Japan, and other areas on the __;_::
perimeter, inctudtJ_8 the Psc£flc islands. -_>._::_i_;_!.,.-.!_i_i"_-!• .. _?L..-.!7_(-,?'"__': _'T_'_.._.-V.'-"

, President Johnson, largely through the necessities enforced
by Vlet-Nam, has a greater awareness of Pacific pressures _han
any other recent President. It probably is no exagseration
to realize at this point that the President now sees himself
as going down in history as much for his Pacific accomplishments
as for the Great Soclery endeavors. The formation of the Asian
Development Bank is Just one example of this vis/_n.

In this context, the U.S. Trust Territories of Pacific
Islands afford a real opportunity. It seems reasonable that
positive act:ion le_cl_ to a constructive _ttlement of the
future of the TTPX, especially in llsht of world interest

___e UN, would be a profitable accomplishment
i__l_N_ltion. The Administratfon will be interested
i__ul.efforts which may cast a good light on our
.;.__s in this area.

• - _a_taeh°_ -proposal for a Commission on the Status of the
TTPX may well prove to be a case in point. While I am not yet
convinced that such a Comission is the only course or would
prove to be _ best way; to attack our TTPX problems, it
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=deservei consideration. There is a necessity for providing 8
careful bac]_round for Consress£onal respons£bilLt£es.
Before a plebiscite or like steps for settliatg the TTPI
can be undertaken D it £s essential that Cop_z'ess be com-
micced in terms of rattfyin& whatever the people of che TTPI
decide they prefer. Althoush any such Commission (even if
cut In size from chat _ the attached proposal -- and I am
personally convinced Chet_ f.t vould have Co be so reduced)
would Cake Clme, because of important polltical considerations
there may be no satisfactory short-cue.

l will continue Co keep you informed on this subJeet,._=!...:.

AtCnch_ent: ,_s-", ._' -- '

' As mentioned above.
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