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Xn a recent: ]Letter.to you (Tab B) Secretary Udall

proposed that:, Under Secretary Kstmenbach _et _th Under

Secrer_ry of _nter£or Luce to discuss the polit£c81 _ture

of tho Trust T_rrltory, partlcularly a m Interior l_@posal

for legislation to es_bllsh a Comgressionally-otLented com-

mission wh/.chwould recommend hearts toward our objectlve of

tera£n_tLu_ the t_umteesh_p st_L_s of MLcronemLa while

simultanaous]Ly en_uring its continued £roe essociatLon with

the U.S. The. proposed response (Tab A) endorses the proposal

for hish-Zevol dL_cussLons and memt£ons Our most serious reser-

vation about the Interior's plan.

., With s .ICS determl_tLon that the TerrLtor_ Ls

_et_st_ggL_ally essential to the U.S., we have been pressing

7 . to @ousoli_s_e our posLt_on In the 1"Jt?I In a troy consistent

_£th our obl_atiom under the trust_eship _sreem_t to develop

the area's Lnci_pendence or self-govermment. We have obtaLned
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seneral agremment within the Executive Branch on a dual ,-

•--. approach +whereby we _tld greatly _.celerata the TTPZ's econom£c

developem_t end per_Lt an early ezereLse 0£ se1[-detaruA_gtlon,

+- beXLeving +the. £nhabi_nts w£XX J_reeXy ,choose continued

ass•cLarion wLth the U.S. If we move fast enough. Despite

th£s general agreement on goals, we have not yet e_naged to

work out a spec£££c program which would meet our various

oblLgations and obtain CongressionaZ support essentfal to

/mplementat £on.

Xnter£or's proposal £or a Congress_onally-estsbl£shed

comn£ssion woulc_ have the virtue o£ :LnvoXvJ_l_ the Congress

deeply In the process o£ actually determ£nLug a program for

the TTPX, bul: £t would also k come very c]_ose to dump_ our

Executive respons£bil£tLes on the coamlgs£on w£thout assurance

o£ a sat£sf_actory result. G_Lventhe att£tude of the Inter£or

comsittees £n Cmq_ress, it is qu£te XLkel7. for example, that

: such 8 eomnJJslem 1_lxi _ail to receemend the prompt scheduXe

for _b!_'_TTPI's sel_oKovernmsnt (as dtstfz_t F.tom 8el_-

detarm/z_tLon) which we uould need to end the .trus_eshLp

arrangement. Were the Com_ss£onSs recc_ndat£ons unsat/_£actory

£n th_s sense we could become a leg_timate target _n the Ut4

£or £e£1[/j;_.rp:reSl_,,t. ob_£_l;Lmae, we: ?adertook :Ln the trustee-
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sh_p 8;_reem_t while we can env£sage c£rcumsl_nces £n wh£ch

a ©omission could serve a useful function, we believe the

nature of ou_ lnt_tLcs_al obligates Ln the l_ust Terri-

tory are such that any ©_£ss_on should be l_es_lentLally

sppoLnted and preceded by an extenstve es/ucst£on ese_/_n

/n the Cm_ees.

Fe,c t,t

That you sl.g_ the'proposed reply to Secretary Udall

and authorize Under Secretary Kstzenbach to conduct talks

w_th Interior, Defense, end the White House•

Concurrence_:

EAIANZ - Mr. LLndquLst S/P - Capt. Kehrens
L/_A - Mr. Reis

At tac hseent s :

Tab A - Letter to Secretary Udall

Tab B - Letter from Secretary Udall.
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Dear Mr. $ec_C8_:

I fully share the sense of urgency expressed tn your

Letter of February 2, 1967 about the need for a dee_Xon
/."

on the ._olit_cal f_ture of the T_mt Territory wh£ch meets

our defense z_qudacemenUs, our latenmtlonal oblLKatIJm_,

and the desLres of the Ktcrones£an people, I part_u_erly

welcome your optn_ _t we must take positLve, construc-

tive steps Co resolve ChXs Lssue becuase we are st211

convinced _t £f we move 8wifely enough to give the

TerritorY's people an early opportunity for self-determination

and self-government, they will freely choose continuing

association v_r_ the United States. _h£s, we are agreed,

La the primary objective of the exercise and should take

c_e o£ our tUraCeg£c laterests as the 3CS have def£ned them.

I also concur w£th your suggesttc_ for prompt, high-

level dLactms_ of:_ proposed leglmlmcL_u whLch would

esl:abl£eh m status ©emaJam_ I:o provide recemneadatLon8

,, the HL_aeaLmm rJummelve8. One of tJ_e questLoa8 weneed

place a large measure of initiative and respons£b£1tty in

f.he hands of the Congress would expedite or lmssibXy delay

plans f_r a plebiscite and the program of selfogoverament
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necessary to terminate the trusteeship status.

: gnder Secretary _t_enb_h, uho is rov_ your

hey 8uUest/on u R11 _ • .umber of past pr Uhlch

:_ : Junto _ _der _oMi_Uti_n _tlp_m our respectlve_ ....

Under Secretawy Luce. Z suggest, however, that we speed

up rustlers by £_it_ participation in their tal_u,by '

representatlves of Defense end _alt Rostow'8 staff.

Sincerely yours,

Dean Eus_
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