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Dear Mr. Schu!tze : : ,.
• {.:

On Febru__ry 73 !9_7_ we s_m_ to you a proposed bill "To _- _'es_bl_oa a

cor;_ission on the Status of the Trust Territory of the Pacific

Islands 3 and a proposed letter _ __ ._L." _ran_.:_m_ng the bill to the _o:-,_;'=_
of the House. Subsequently t further discussions with r_D'_=se:,_tatives_,_

of the D_partment of State and the Departu,_,.entof Defense have been

held and the Department of the. interior has submitted to you an issue

paper on this subject. The foregoing led also to my recent meeting

with Under 2.<ecretaryof State K_tzenbach_ at which meeting it :.,:as

decided that the t,hree interested Departments ::ould join in supporting

• .t.._ - _ ,/.T^_, % '.ua proposa!_ drafted by _ne State Dep_z,,....n_ in the form of a ccncur-'cnt

C_ C:-- " t'l" --resolution_ for a Presidenti:n,l co._2ission with Con_re,olo.._! oartic_-

pation. It was further agreed that representatives of the three

Departments_ at the working level_ :.:ould " -"'_u_nc.eruaxeto modi!_y the State

Department's draft in such minor particulars as mlgn_ appear desirable
and nutual!y acceptable.

_"nere is enclosed for your consideration a proposed Joint Resolution
II

Regarding the Status of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands." I

This proposal is the accomp!ish_..ent of the _¢orking level group and has

the approval of the Department of the Interior. It yet requires fins.l

approval by the Department of State and the Department of Defense 3

which approval ;.:ehope can be obtained with a z_tin_um of del%" through
the .B_ureP_u's clearance process.

We are not u._.indful of the fact that in referring this proposal to

you we have omitted furnishing accompanying e:cpl?,nato;'ymzterial. _'"
That material is in preparation and we expect tb_.t it will be se:_t

to you sh¢,rt!y. Until that material is reeeived_ _:e su_ggest that this ....

Depar_!ent's issue paper_ our February 7 "_ " " :"_"_su_._.lSSlOn; &p.d such O_..__

documents as _.ay have been furnished the Bureau by the other zn_e_'._-_'-"_J-=_._d "
84_eucies, continue to be a valid source of general e,xp!a,uatory infor r:=_-

tion relative to the historic?.! r-_l__.tionshipof the Trust _-_ -'_±cr__ _o"',,to-- -j

the United States and to the United _,_ations2our ob]:igations ui!Ser the

_usteeship Asreement _ s.nd the goners.],propositions which have :_.cti-
rated the effort reflected in the ...... _ _._pro:,o.... Joint ,_solut.ion. An

expression of the vie'<rsof the people of .'::ieronesia__;h:Lchgave cou-

sld___b!_,_'=_ ._.roetus_to our efforts_ is o..part of our ?cb;'uery 7 suo"-_ssio:_"
in the fo::m of House Joint Resolution )[o. L'7 of the Cor:gress of

Micrones:[a_ _-cond _,_s_,_.........]=_ Session 3.9:56._:e foregoing do,_%u'.:_nts_

./_,, r:;::_ h.Abr..l"9 0
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U bL bbll'irU
ho_reverjshould be disregarded insofar as they treat specific duties
and functions of the proposed Cozm_ission. These matters _rillbe
dealt _lithin th_ forthcoming explanatory material.

All of the interested agencies are in agreement that time is a
significant factor in this instance.and _¢eare anz_tousto have an
appropriate proposal go to the Congress soon. Eecause the enclosed

proposal_ both by its nature and its express language_ involves the
President in a personal _ray__¢ehave embarked u@on this course of
pieceme_.lreferral. By this course of action we hope that the
additional clearances and consultations that _¢illbe required because
of the ]Presidentialinvolvement can be acco_1_nodatedin a ti_.eframe

consistent with what we sincerely believe is the necessity for
prompt action.

We shall appreciate your consideration of this proposal, and _restand
ready to provide you with any additiQnal information or assistance
that you r_ightrequire.

_ eer_ly-y_urs_

E.q.,_- Secreta_ of the Interior

Hen. Charles L. Schultze

DirectorI Btlreauof the Budget
Washinzton, D. C.
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," '" .... UNCLASSiFIED-
JOINT RESOLUTIOn{

Regarding the Status of the

Trust Territory of the Pacific islands.

Whereas the United States is the Administering Authority of

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands 3 ptu'suant to the Trusteeship

Agreement between the United States ofkmerica and the Security Council

of the United Nations; and

F

Whereas the United States_ in the, Trusteeship Agreement, under-

took a solemn obligation to "foster the developm.ent of such political

institutions as are suited to the trust territory" and to "promote the

development of the inhabitants of the trust territory toward self-

government or independence as may be appropriate to the particular

circumstances of the trust territory and its peoples and the freely

n vr

expressed 'wishes of.the people concer:.ed; and __

Whereas the United States_ .in the Trusteeship Agreement, further

undertook a solemn obligation to promote the econo_.icI social, and

educational advancement of the inhabitants of the Trust Territory; and ....

Whereas the United States is dedicated to the principle of ._

govermnent by consent of the governed9 and (.....

Whereas the Congress of I._/cronesia has petitioned the Fresident

to "establish a con_..issionto consult the people of Micronesia to

ascertain their wishe.s and views; and to study and critically assess the

political alternatives open to Micronesia; and



_lerens the rre..Lden_ has pr_orm.d to e_bli_h a co.wli.nloa in

rcspons_ to such petition and ha. Invited Congrcsoloncl p_tlcIpatlon; _d

_?ncren. the Co:_reos by enoctin_ Fublic L_v 90- ht_sevldenee_

its _pol-t for 8n intensive pro6_'onLto promote the politie_l, econc_4c,

_oci_l m_ ed.ue_tion_l _dveu_co,eu% of the Trust Torrlto1-1s %_erefore be i%

Resolve. b_ the Senate nnd Hour.e of R,.m.resent.nt.lvesO'f the UuJ.t<<l

States o£ Amerles. in Con.sl'essass._nbl.ed,_at i_ is the sense of Conzress

that Mmtever st_ps may be necessary slw/l be taken to _rovlde for such

a de&Tee of se/.f-6overmaeu_ ns will pe_nlt the people of the Trust

Territory freely to express their _Iohes as _oon l_n pos,ible_ and no_

l_ter thsa June 30, 19_2_ on the futur_ 6t_tus of th_ Trus_ Territory.

SEC. e. In _ddltion %0 eioht mc_abers of the Commission to be

,ppo_n£ed by 'thel_rosi_ent_ the ,ppointmcn_ of ei_,t m_ubez-s of Con6ress

to serve on the President's Co_sslon on the Status of the Trust Tezncltor$

Is hereby auLhorlzed. Four of such members shn3_lbe appointed By the

President of the Senate, t_o to be from maonE the m_abers of the Sen,.,.te

Co_nittee on _[n_erlor an_ Insular Afro/re, _nd one c_eh from nmon_ the

members of the Co,mlttoes on Forci6_ Relations o.ndArmed Services; end

four shall be a_pointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives,

t_ to be from amen 6 the m_nbers of the House Committee on Interior _,_

Xnsular Affairs, and one each from _aon_ the members of the Commlttecs
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on Foreign Affairs, and Armed S:_rvlces..An addition_.lmember sh_/l be

appointed by the President, e.ndshall serve as Chairr_n.

SEC. 2;. The Com'_ssion shall stu,3yand ._,ssesse/l factors bc-"-z@n5

u_on the future of the Trust Territory ond sh_!l consult as approprlate
..

with represent&rives of the people of Micz-onesia. The Co_ission shufl.1,

no later tha@,eight months after funds for the Cormission are approp_.c,ted

and ma_e available to the Co_dsslonj Shb_.uitreco_uen_ations to the

President _md to the Congress of the U_[ted States concerning the best

means to obtain the objective set forbh i,lsection i.

SEC. h. _uployees of the Executive branch me¥ be detailed to

assist in the _:orkof the Co_ssion, _z[thor _ithout reimbursement.

Any malabarof the Commission vho may be appointed by the Presi_,entfron

among the public shall be co,_pensc.ted$75 pet"diem fox'his services _.cn

engased on Co:_isslon business, studall m_mbers shall be entitled to

reimbtu-sementfor actual t_vel emd per diem in liea of subsistence _-hen

engaged on Com_Isslon business. The Coz_mlsslon is authorized to pzDc,,_e

services as authorized by 5 U.S.C. 3109.

8EC. ,_i.There is authorized to be appropriated out of mo_vs..,.In

the Treas_ not othc_rlse _propriated such f_uds as rosybe necess_.ry

for the purpose of csm__-ingout the provisions of this Joint resolution,

but not to exceed $200_000_ to be awllable until e:_pcnded.

( -425837


