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.... Dear Mr. Helms= JUL 2 ? 1967 :

Y very much app_eclate your sharing with _ _ letter to you from
the Managing Editor of the Guam Daily _'e_m,Joseph _, =nd the
memorandum on the Trust Territory,s current situation and prospects.
While Mr. ?_urphyis not kn_m to me sufficientlyto permit ms to
offer any general appraisal,_m regard his n_spaper as a respon-

+ _ible one and most of the facts in his letter as being correct and +
supportable. I do not, ho_Bver, shrovehis conclusions,which seem
to me an overstatement,although I do believe that the pro United
States sentiment in the Trust Territo_j is likely to erode, rather
than increase, as time passes.

Because of this fact, this very morning I brought the matter of
the political fut_e of the T_t Ton-itory officially to the
attention of the House Interior Cor_ittee. I enclose a copy of
my prepared stat_ont. Our position, as you can see, is the
product of close coop?ration and study for many months by the
Deparu_ents of Defense, State,and the Interior. '_eexpect that
_thin the next _ek, _-mExecutivo_Co.-:mnication_-lllgo fc_mrd
to t_heCon,_ress,over the President's si_rature, callin_,for the
creation of ths study co,m_ission_i_u I discussed this morning.
The Committee appeared receptive to _his approach a_d we expect
to press for very early action.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior

Diro.ctor,Central Lnt_lli;_nceA_pncy .
'Sashin_ton,D. C. _
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