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A SENATE JOIh'T RESOLUTION I

• !'. Directing and authorizing the Presldcnt of tke Senate and the Speo_corof the
|{ouseof RepresentatITes of the TidrJ Rn_.ar t_c_sion,1967, Ccngrnss of

'_ , }tlcronesia,to establish a Co_z_issionof the Con..._-cssto Invcstigat_ ard

! study the range of alternatives open to Hicronosians in dloosin_ tJleir
; constitutional and future political status and report their findings to
i Congress of Hicronasia. .

1 _8_ERF_3,the Microneslan p_ople must ult_imatelyhave to _ake a

2 choice as to their future political status, as _-_rflatedby the Charter "

' _i of the United Nations and the Trusteeship _reement for the Forner

• " 4. Japanese .F_daSed Islandsj _ . - .

5 WHEREASj several developing countries have emerged from the

6 condition of political dependence to the status of independence or

: !

? self-government; and

8' WHEREAS, _cron_sians should is_kssteps to insure that they

: 9 fully co&n%i_antof ths ismms involvsd and ths r_e of alta_ativas

..._..: i0 open to them _rlthrespect to their _tvmg. political.status; nbw, .. ".

13 Third p_gular S_zsion, 1967, the House of Representatives concurring,

14 that the President of the _.nat_ and th_ Speaker of the House of

15 Representatives be and they are hereby directed and authorized to

.... 16 i_tlate zmd e_tablish a Commission, consisting of one Congressm_n "

17 from each _dminlstrative District. All r.ombersof the Commission

18 s.hallby m_Jority vote elect a cha_ during its first meeting.
•_ !

_" ,!'7.19 The C_=u_issionshall _et a_ such ti_e ar_ place as the chairman 1

" .•.. i "20 designate, provided however_ that the first meeting of'the Commission

....- _ 21 shall be held at the seat of the Government of the Trust Territory.
.. . .

...... 22 The duties, po_ers, and responsibilities of the Co_missio_ shall
.:_

•_ 23 be_ bu_ not limited to, the following: • :- •,. 1 : . . •
• . . *c

i 2h a. _o develop and recoil.endprocedures and courses of"

" "_ 9¢_ " : "_ _lltlcalr_education and ac+._on-'__, " "
f/. .

r
b

. . ,. . . _.-:.: . : : '.. ..: ;. , . .
- • • • L " " • .

• ". . • •
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_, i ....."'b, to present &ueh range of ossibi/ ties and Iternative._ .....
• ,' - 0_- • • •-

i 2 " 2 '_' '" as may be open to Micror_sians wlth respect to their
i

l" _ •" Choice of political status. ' '_ : .'':

'.. " . ....

h , ¢. to recommend procedures and courses _Jhereby th0 _ishes -_

_..:_, of the people of tileTz_st Territory ,_aybe ascertain vith "
[

6 ".'_..i:.// respect %0 th_ political future stat_s of l{icronesia. :.

7 ;,:..,:d.to undertake, a 6omparatlve analysis and to select areas
... . . ,

• 8 ' ': of _tudy of the manners and procedures _hereby the ......

• _ ..._.v-.-:._.. Common_-e?Ibh of Puerto Ri,:o,1,_stern Samoa, _:_dCoo_
. .....::2.- • •

• IO ' """' Island, and other territ_.ries and developing nations •

. ll . " have achieved their self-gov'errJnent, independence, or• . . . °

. ., ;, • . .
12 • ...... Other status. _ , ' :"

•. .. . .

I_ e. %0 perform such other or additional duties as the

;. l_ Commission .may deem appropriate to achieve the objectives •

i i_ as above set forth_ and : i..... •
• .

..... 16 BE IT FURTHER ,_gZSCT.VE_that each _mber of such Con_mlssion be

: 17 authorized salar_ and per diem at st_mdard rate and be assigned such

: 18 other and further duties and resp.onsibilities as the-Presidcn_ o£-_the

19 Senate mud the Speaker of the House of Representatives z._y deem

_0 appropriage_ necessary or advisable; and. ..... . ;...)

21. BE IT FJRT._ER,RESOLVED that the findings of %he Co_mission be

' : 22 reported to _the Congress of Mieronesia at its next Fourth Re_uiar

" 2_ Session, .,.... :"."":-"- ,_: " " "-

'. . , "..j ._' ..._... . . .:_,_ ..

• . -. • . '" ' ..i. ,.'/ .; "- : . "/

.... ! _; Adopted August 5, 1967, ...... " :""':...."" : ......'""" .i ' ."". .,' :i--" i "_ ' "'

'" ; ' . ' " .. " . ' ". """ .
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U[
_X)URTH ItEGUIAR SESSION, 1908 , HOUSE JOIHT RESOLUTION NOo i0

"'" "'" " COHGR]_S OF MICIIONI;SIA "' [(
.. • , . . •

" 'i A ]lOUSE JOINT P_SOLUTION
I[ :

: T _'xtending the llfe of the Future Politlcal Status Commlss.ion of the Con- •
: ! grees of /4icronesia and requlrlng s final report to be submitted during : "" T
0 : . •

the Flfth Regular Session Of the Congress in July, 1969, ."

: " " I " _IEREAS, Senate Joint ricsolution No. 25,.adopted.by the Congress•

•;. 2 during its Third Re_11ar Session, established the Future Political

"" 3 Status Commission chsl:ged with the gendral duty of investigating the

t

• , 4 range of alternatives "open to Microneslans In choosing their consti-

i '" :5 tuttonal and future political star,s; and "

_ 6 W]IERFAS, In January, 1968, this Commission began a comprehensive
0

" • ? study of the responsibility delegated, to it by the Congress of Micro-
• . #

8 nesia; and

i 9 W}IPREAS, the scope of this study requires that a substantial amount

" ; _- l_) of additional consideration be given to it by the members of the Future

- , II Political Status Commiss{on; now, therefore, :: .

12 BE IT RESOLVED by the House of P_presentatives of the Congress of

13 Mlcronesia,_Fourth Re_lar Session, 1968, the_Senate concurring, that

t

: 14 the Future Political Status Commission continu-e to conduct a study and

15 investigation as to the range of alternatives open to Hlcroneslans with

.' 16 respect to their choice of political status, as mandated to it by Senate

: 17 Joint Resolution No. 25 of the Th'ird Regular Session of the Congress,

"- . !

[ - 18 and submit its final report during the Flfth Regular Session of the
• . i - •

19 Congress of Micronesia; and "

: 20. . BE IT FURTHER RE_0LV:ED that all expenditures In'turfed £n the conduct
!

21 o_ the study directed by f.his Resolution be approved by the Chairman of

'22 the Commission and be paid by vouchers and warrants of the Commission

j 23 from.the appropriation made by the. Congress of Hlcronesi.a; and _]

i 24 BE IT _RTHER" RESOLVED that certified copies of this Joint .Resolution
: • q"

i 2_ be transmitted to the High Commissioner and the Dlroctor of Budget and

i ": . .o
• • - . .
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'i_O_ _'L_,TI_A _S_NDS DXST,_!CT LEG_SLATU.q_ .........

' _ ' August 7, 1967

President Santos . . .

._i...." _ It is no secret that the Guam Legislature, composed of the elected

.... representatives of the people of Guam, beginning with the Fourth Guam

_i;! Legislature nearly ten years ago, aspires to have the various Mariana

' Islands re-united or" re-integrated under..a political union with Guam,

::_.:i within the framework of the United States of America. The various Guam

.,," :,

:-::i.i:..... Legislatures .have repeatedly directed communications and resolutions to

•,,._,:._.... the Congress of the United States, seeking to re-establish under one

:._..: legal entity the historical union of all of the peoples of the Marianas.

.!,;/ . And the peoples of the Northern Marianas have been equally inZerested in

_, [_i_ this goal, as manifested by the adoption of Resolution No. 7_ in SepZemhi

- 1959, by the Twel'fth Saipan Legislature, _nd its approval by the then

, - ..,

:. Mayor of Saipan,

:-?_'.:iJ' The reunification of the Marianas within a homogeneous political

......:,,.:._ and economic union under one governmental =_u_,,==_,--='---_-_=_4_n......is as natu'_al
i_.-:.5

•• . and inevitable• as the sun rising in the east and setting in the west.

!. The indigenous inhabitants of the Mariana Islands are all of one race_

_'_amorros.. We have a co,on language as well as a common religion;

we have common social customs and traditions. Many of us are related.

Geographically, culturally, and economically, there is absolutely.no

reason for continuing our present political and economic segregaticn.

Yet, and _his is the irony of the situation, the people_ of the

i Marianas have been so politically, socially, an.d economically separated

.. . o5- 03S723



• . .:'.:

" W t Z/

the result c_.;Loversight, but its continuation now results from..interna-

•.- "cional power poli£ics, and the factremains that the peoples of the

'/"/_" Marianas have been forcibly separated for well nigh 70 years, although
.._!,;._i.

•__.. the Mariana Islands, including Guam, were governed by Spain for over

._- 300 years asone governmental unit until 1898 when Guam was ceded to

_ ... the United States and the other islands sold to Imperial Germany, then

' mandated to Japan, and ultimately to the':United States.

_:.... The question has been raised as to why, other than because of the

"._": common language and culture, the peoples of the Northern MariSnas should

.........._ re-integrate with Guam. What's in it for them. The answer is that re-.

:- ._ integration will bring economic and political advancement for them.

....._.i. Let me briefly cite 'just a few practical illustrations.

American citizenship. Many have sought and are still seeking

.._ American citizenship, but you and X know that only a handful are given

" ;.i.! this privilege. The people of Guam are Americans, by virtue of an Act

' ':_._ " Of Congress, and although Guam is not completely self-governing, the

' ... people nevertheless elect their Senators who have bona fide legislative

powers,, and hopefully will elect their own chief executive by 1970, the

United States Senate having passed a bill for such purpose which bill

.._ is now pending in the House of Representatives• The important point is

' _that we are citizens of the United States of America, the greates_ and

" most powerful nation that this world has seen. We can move freely to

•and from the United States mainland and we are in no sense second class
/

• _..';

citizens but are .entitled to the full protection of. the laws governing

' ' 0357.9_



.................................I......... ........_ " _... b,_ ............... .._cn c_-cizensniP

. . Employment and decent wages. In matters of economics, there is

. . 2

11 _'indubitably no lack of emplo_ent opportunities in Guam, and a high

.... standard of living--the minimt_m wage being $1.25 per hour under Guam

..... laws and $1.40 per hour •(which will increase to $1.60 per hour in

."" February) under Federal laws wherever applicable, the large bulk of the

'_:!:.'i_, work force of the territory being covered by this Federal minimum wage

i.. .... and overt_e law, the latter feature requiring employers to pay t:h, ae and

a half for all hours over 40 worked in a week. We all know that Guam
'-r .._ %

';_ : imports alien labor simply because there are insufficient number off
.? -';. : , .

. :-::_-..:. skilled _local workers to meet the demand. In addition, if we were all

:i._i ... under one form of goverru-aental administration, travel restrictions _nd

_.....red tape would be a thing of the past.

. we have a good public educational system--elementary and secon-
-[

....? .da_ 2' school and a four year liberal arts college. And at the risk of

::.,_ sounding immodest, the people of Guam own modern homes and the building
•-I• "

i!:iii:'iindustry for residential' houses is moving at a rapid pace; practically

, _ every family owns at least one motor vehicle--all resulting directly

from employment opportunities and decent wages. Skeptics may retort

that in the event you become American citizens you will have to pay

-: higher taxes to support your government. My answer is essentially

'! this: 75% of 100 is 75; i00_ of nothing is exactly nothing.
¢°

_' Man's intrinsic desire is to develop, progress and advance. _is

_.lementary concept is recognized in the trusteeship system_ -_nd is set

\2
: forth in Article .76 of the United Nations _harter:

"Article 76. The basic objectives of the trusteeship system, in

0357. S



k 2, "

:.. acCoi_._.. ._h the purpos o_ the w._ted :,_.__on_ _a_ down in _Ax_ac±e

.-['_I of the pz'esent Charter, shall be:
•' ,,

a. to further international peace and security7" I

....,.•_ b. to promote the political, economic, social and educational

i advancement of the inhabitants of the trust territories, and their

_ progressive development towards self-government or independence as may

. . be appropriate to the particular circumstances of each territo_, and its

;-., peoples and the freely expressed wishes O:g, the peoples concerned, _'%d as
• •

2 :

_',_:_ may be provided by the terms of each' 'trusteeship agreement;

.._; c. t ° encourage respect • for human rights and for fund_aental
.... - _}

°.._. freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or

_. _ religion, and to encourage recognition of the interdependence of the

• . ° ....peoples of the wet ld; mid . . ."
( ,.

//

. You therefore, as beneficiaries, if you will, ander such trustee-
...[ //"

,<

:_ ship agreement, have the right of self-deteznnination, so that the initial'" • i.'

.:. "i " •

•::-_ power to make a determination as to •your political future lies with
..,.,

i"::;i_i"i,yOU and your constituents. Let the Congress of the United States know
[,• -,

. :.. .... of your aspirations and wishes--by petition, plebiscite, or refe_.-endu_n.
J

•._/ It may \take a while--as our democratic processes are oftentimes slow--

•;i but if the powers that be in Washington are persuaded by your efforts,

. your aspirations, and goals will be realized, and the peoples of the

i Marianas will be once more integrated--politically, economically, and

socially.

r . 'i

..; <.j It is indeed a rare privilege to be invited to address this_ ,

i distinguished body. Thank you for your kind courtesy, rand Si _uus

• • ,, -
,Maase.


