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:_ _. UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 'U
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240 EXECUTIVE

.5"-f j-/
- August 18, 1967 F_ 1_)_'_

MEMORANDUM FOR

Mr. George Christian

Press Secretary
The White Hou'se

Re: Possible press conference on Trust Territory status

question (See one page enclosure)

Secretary Udall believes this action would backfire on the President

at this stage. Ruth Van Cleve, Director of Office of Territories
concur s.

Reasons'. (1} While the House committee has given the matter

a sympathetic hearing, it _s apparent that all members are not in

agreement.

(g) With the exception of Senator Jackson, the Senate

committee hasntt been acquainted with the proposed legislation.

(3) At this time, it is quite likely that the committee

members would feel that unnecessary pressure was being applied

and they would get their backs up about being used as stage

properties.

(4) The President's signature on the letter, without

fanfare, will bring the proposal to fruition easily in the next
session.

/

j Charles K. Boatner

Assistant to the Secretary
and Director of Information

Enclosure -.
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