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Dear >;r Secretary: "
• ¢

'As you _¢i3.Irecal].,,in [1_e ),cars ir.:mediateiy fo].lo..;ingthe end of
World _.:arII the Unlteo States used tee ,sl.u.'cuo_.a_Ld BJ.kJni Atoi].s
in the ....."'__.._n_].l islanes for nuclear.testiug _,_u,',,oses_w. The 2.;arsha].].s

are a part of the Trust Territory of t'r:ePacific Islands. %he people

formerly living on Eni_.:etok::ere moved to the nearby atoll, of Ujeiang

and the Si]¢inz people _.:areultimately moved to the zs].aaa of Kill.

Eni:;etok ",.:ast_sed as the base for eo:_ducting tests.iu the area and,

- we understand, is in active use by the Defense e_Laulzsnmonu at the

pi-esent t'_;.',e, b3._3_'_i.<has not been used as a test site since the m_;-
i950s,

-':aepeople o-",Bixini were resettled on the island] of ""_,_i_.,";.:hichis

L uot ap, atoll with an associated lagoon, but is a small isi_4.nd_.:itha

f_ia_'Jrm-_. o reef..............Access to the is]az_d is extre_,e]_, diffJ.cu!tat.. best

_ and is a]_m.ast in:possible at so;:-etJ._<esof _he year when the sea,; are
_. • >= u. 4a'-.i _I so n_..vy as _o p_e_'_n_ small ooo._s z,-c,m:,:,oT_ngo_'(:_th= _:.-'u to or
-Ore-- ' _.
D n- m _O_k_ _ fro:;,the island, li_e islard is in a fairly l_,.:midpa:,:toz the ;.:_.rshalis

i_. <0 (.) _ _ " " -'." ,_ - , -_ - " • _ -" _- "nl "_ - I_ _ P'_--" : ': -
"_n _ _- i} a,'._ G;',S _ Ii ' [JR _" D'-'L'-C C", E_[J;",C':] LI _'t. , p_), ;'_t3.- t.:dl] (_oc_ ,J].;..,.,l_.. _-0..,--

__ x m m "_ _1 _.:aereas the J.,T..I%(I $.T2_. 0_: ,;3.c:In] ilto]..l, ls 2_if e:-:Cf_SS OZ tt..'O S(itl-._. l,,].iC'o,

n- _ ,,, ._kl .n r_co...n_tion of the subst_.etJ,!.l].y::ore !Jnited land area on K::.!i,as: •_. 09 _---_,_._ . _ .
2.':'"_ / ,_ yell as th _ o<.o_;le's d.-:_e.:-,_,,:-_ceu:_c'_a !sz_oa, the Biitzr,i people-'e.re

_\ t "_ 1.,11.1 _ II .... -- • "'" ...... " .... _-

,--_._iO,,, Ok_/-_ g ...... =.... u .... n u,e _..g,,_s _._.. _n_ ,_,:=_> Ja.,.u.__ :.to ...... _._)..-i c_.,p_,,

,"¢':'_t_ _.,_2n )['_.tion.__ Their ability to use the Ja].uit resources is, of course, ].i;,;it,-,d
---q_O _ Z _-----'--k-i '_" " .... "--*...................• -- _'........'_ _ " ............... "

:;_."r c_cn\ "tl. Or. _X,o,,:c:nber 22, ].956, the people o_ Ki]i co,:,c!uded an agreement :.:iththe

Gov,';_#a:_.entof "'" Trust Territory, acting on %__.=if of the United Statc:._I. _l_ ....... ,

U.-.de:the .ter_..sof this agree,:,-ent,the Trust Ter_:itoz:y granted to the

.... " " J..'._uit,former E-i<;.nz people use rights iu tne. ].a_.cls-_" ............ <_ ...... _:_S at Kill rind

as. i h--v_ d ....."'-_ " " - " - :''_ ",_ _ _su,.-o_ them, u:_til such tzme e.s _t .mig_t be pc,_s,.o:._zor them

-- to retu:n to ,-,.... :_., pro'/idlng tr,ey t;:e: _.:i:;hto retu._-n. In a_'ditJ.on, t':-..e

. formal- _,i':<fn_.people :.'erepa:_e $325,0$0, of :.'h;.cn$29,du0 ",:e.s::,c>_c__=_-r-:,=tiy

a:.a _,:e. re.-.:=.i::,.,ar __n:.-c.st-_d,.. the ]_nterest oe-.F, S ,-,r..-_,_.,'..-;__.._.._ ......,"; pa'.d to them..
lqne 1956 agreement also prey'dad that:

• " " " _ " " "_- 4 -": T_-" __.I-
"The Covera::,.-ntof t,.,.e..Trust:erru;-ory of _ne ._:e_:....c__:.,:..,_

and/,r _n._ uo'..e ...... e.,_ 'of the Un'.tel States of "_-:erica she}!

: Dosse.ss. the fu].l_u.:___r:-'--_.__to _Z'"';"{-.-._,.........}:toll until such _"::' as

it determines i< will no longer be necess.::ry to occupy a__d use

_he -aid. atoll_'".
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"... Despite efforts over several _:ears .to assure the },ili people that .

• any return to Bikini _._ouldbe far in the future, they have contin-
• • .

ued to e_tertaln a desire to return, in .1966 they approached the

h!ga Co:._,niss'.onerconcerning the possibi].i=y of going b_.c.<. .To'_.:ard

that end, the ]]igh Commissioner and this Department requested the

Atouic Energy Coz,:mission to _,_a_'ea detailed study of the renainir,g

•- f -levels of .....rao._.oac_'Lm\,l'"=yin the atoll in view of an indication that

(' the levels _.:ere'no longer dangerous, l]_J.sstudy was conducted in

April 1967 a:'d tat t,,;Cexpects soon to be able to co:,_p].etcits

ar.alys's of the data and to advise us _.;hcther or not the atoll is
in _=_=-_safe for hum.an habitation and the conduct of normal Har-

shal].ese livelihood. " "

'_.... ti_e probability that the Aton:ic Energy Commission will,,-_/- ._.n s _

conclude _._itain the next few weeks that the atoll is in fact safe,.

_'e should ii_,e respectfu.l].y to request that you dete_:,nine_.:h&tb.er

there still ren:ains any national security nc.ed for Bikini Ato].l.

ke recognize tho.t a major ].and clearing and resettle_.:.entprogram
_._i!ibe required before a return by the Kili 6eople to Bikini is

actually _oossible, and the IIigh Co_.:_nissioner is drawing up the

details of su'ch a proposal to permit all of us to pian"_:ore thor-

•ough.ly the next steps _.;hichneed to be ta!.en. .However, it --ill be

necessary .to know as soon as possible after the health determina-

tion is r.:ade_,'hetner or not, from the Defense standpoint, the pcop!e

car. be _.eturned" to Bl._inl'""". _ : ...

i.L_.yi ...... " "_Uoo_ that there are certain "political" criteria vhieh _.Je
" believe should be " ' " ' ....._._elg:_ in _e_:cn_ng a conclusion _.:J.threspect to

rio." ° ' i._ " _._,: "_'°
B_,-.nz. One is the generally favorable a_._._=,_e _.:hichthe :,zero-
nasians no'w have to:.:ard tne " -'_ "• Un..__euStates, an attit_:dc which ve

believe shou].d be encour_gcd and _.:ouldbe encourage d by the return

o_ the Bikini people. Another is the possible need, so::e ti_:e .in

tlne future, for.additional nilitary land acquisition-in the Trust

.Territory.. _ne land-poor Nicronesian is likely to have a r,:ore
_.vor_.o_.= reaction toward such ad_.-zo_..al acquisition _f a _e::.o,,-

stration-is clearly n,ade that its lands, such as B__,_n_, which are

no _o.,g,_._..... needed, are in fact promptly returned.... T_irdly, _..'e,-o,_,_d
list the overall credit _;hich _.:ou!d accrue to the United St_:tes if

these .oeo.ole,once dlso].accd for nuclear testing _''• . , . o; the Uuite.d States,

- cou].d oe pro::ptly restored to their historic ant t;-a¢_zo_:a_, none as
soon as it bacon:as feasible to do so.
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• . _ . , eI • •in the total sc6pe of _;or_o prob].e_.s, the'return of a small gro,_

of people to thcir homeland may not loom large. }lo.,.:ever,the issue

has assu.-..,'-'esy,:b'o].icproportions in our relationship with "': " ""_
• ,o" - _o r- . .an_ _;,_l..cotern Pacific• I hope that _,'emay enlist ),our personal

" f i_:terest and support for a favorable determination at the earliest:

t_..r,:ethat ur,e situation will. permit, Assista.nt Sccretary Harry P,,

_nderson and the Director of our Office of Territories are prqpared

to discuss the r,atter ill grcater detail with suc1.,officials of your

Departnent as you may des.ignate.

- - _ Sincerely yours3

.. ' . retary f tl-e Interior

llon. Clark M. C].if'_o_'"

Secreta_-y of Defense

A_,u= . ,,.._,,,..t_.oon

Wa._hington, D.C. 20301
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