
',, ..... 547'2:

OUTGOINGTECE@l. Delmrtment o[State
[] C.AR_tTO : " SECRET "

.:. " Classification _/ _ m
0

o,i.,. ACTION;" Amembassy CANBERRA Z _ ._ _8 18 I i_ 1_
i

_'- (4REF: Canberra's 3422

i. Situation concerning TTPI's political future has not changed substantiall_-_

since last Four-Power meeting in Canberra. Neither House nor Senate has __b

acted on Administration's proposed bill to establish Status Comission and
.

hold plebiscite in Micronesia by 1972. However, Insular Subco_e:e<o_q_7::i_,
•;_:'__ :i.":

and_$@_a%_ _-- _ --,
House Interior Committee held Executive hearings in March, ._: :, . '.-i .._:_:_.:._._:_<:.,.C_

e _ [t_is year.
!

2. In our confident±al presentation to Congress we have stressed national

b__ _ _ I_ S_curity considerations and ob;jectiv,e of achieving some form of lasting •

"_ _"_ "" '_l I _ I

o n _.=_ io ' .
_ I5_ _"-rI_idssociation between Territory and U.S. We have pointed out that act of
_%!_%/=1'_ . .

__ _'__-'_'_,,_-+-__ _is'elf-aete_inatio_wouldhave_obe consistentw_h te_msof our_nter-

_ _ _ _:' ri/_ national obligations under Trusteeship Agreement and generally accepted

_ _ li :,_.r._:'_ _ ' .
n o ;-__ <i_ 1 . _- . - .-,_--__

_ UN,D:m'_c_i'ee'._(_S would involve offering people at least a choice

_ _ _ _ '-' be_en_:self_g_.yernment and xndependence. As for txmxng, we have poxnted
•,.'"':_"-:,;__. -"-:ETa";

L .'k':-'=<:-> _" . "C _,"_ . •

o_@_.re.a_on._le per_od must be allowed to prepare for plebxscxte but

I/_
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du . . s_tuation which could be exploited by unfriendly element

3. Oongression_L Oo_ni'ttee reaction has been cautious-, Some members who visited

Territory early.this year question whether people of TTPI feel ready to make

intelligent choice regarding their future. Some are also concerned as to how

we could _mmodate diverse tendencies in Territory_
r

4. Above-represents, candid review and,:shoed be treateffwith g_eates _ }

'" " ' i

British_) Australian: r and New Zealand recipients. .-. "
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