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! ,Dear Paul:

1 ., : I want to join Stewar_'- Udall in u','_,'_o_.n_-,that the

I Depa_-tment of Defense reach an ear]. 3.... and hopefully..

favorable .... dec is ion on whether v:e will permit the
return of the fob-met people of Bikini to their na_.ve

, a tea o -

• We ful]:y appreciate the ,n_9._.ua_.yimportance of
t}ie Trust Territory, but I x.?ould like to emphasize

that the proolem, which may seem relatively marginal.

in a p_-actical sense, is politica!].y "_ o. qu_.ue important :

A misstep in our handl" ozno of the island's disposition
co.u!d have unfortunate effects on the .... "zecep_zvity of "

the Micronesian people ..... ot.o,..,_.rd our inc;'.a..e s.._.o'-:;_ base

" requirements in the Te2;'itory, Our prog_,m-^ for the

Territory's permanent association "'-'v;]_-n the United

States could be threatened as we].].,

In vie_,._of these risks_ I u_-e,_ that e--:t,'ax'ee_o_,_• ..(0 %._

be given to po!itica! cons].oera¢__o,.,s in your evaluation
"" of a].ternative .sites for the military facilities that.

" " - ........... _,_, It may p_:ovem_.g_t be establ'_.qhed n:_ Bikini° k _:-_....... '_ "
_'" we vou].d see no basic politicalphysicb,].ly di,:-_.__cul t, _..

prob].e.-.% i:f .the inhabitants of Bikini ',.:ere permitted to
retu_:,q even _b_ougc_. the island were s>n.:ul_aneous!y used

< for military purposes.
• .

" The }lono-,.ao!e

Paul Ho Nitze,

Deputy Secretary of n_:-_-
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_.. " " . A prompt and favorable gecision on. Bikini _,.;oui".d,
•:--- "_ " of 'course,'be helpful in terms of pz'esent discussion

" in 1.iicrones.J'a. and Washingto_-_ abo_it, the Ter_-ito?:y' spolitical futu_-e : .

" S incere!y, ....- f • , - '.. . "... •

" I.il .

' Nicholas -1__" __...: _ e_° K.-tzenbach
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