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,_ . ,_ _. THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF
• _ WASI:IINGTON, D. C. 20301 • '

,5:.:..-__ ,. CM-3948- 68 "
......•"; - . 2"7 Decen_er -1968

: MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

> '_""::. SUBJECT: Cleanup of Bikini Atoll by DOD/AEC, Requirement

Based on Military Interest (U)

i. (C) Reference is made to a memorandum by the Acting

Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) ,• 1-15359/68, dated "

23 December 1968, subject as above, which: _••••0, ,.

a. Forwarded your request for a memorandum setting
. : forth the military interests involved;

•'• : b. Requested my comments'on a proposal that DOD

:• . and AEC jointly assume the task of cleaning up the Bikini-

•! Atoll and that $300,000 'of the FY 1969 DOD •Contingency Fund
be expended for this purpose.

2.• (C) The primary military interest involved in the

i cleanup of Bikini Atoll is in moving the Trust Territory

of the____ds (TTPI), of which this atoll is a part,

: in_._ per man_ent_ationship within the political framework
,:_,•.....:.:, o _r_tc& - as. The interest of the Joint Chiefs of

. •-•.-: Staff in such a permanent relationship was presented to you

in JCSM 643-68, dated 31 October 1968, subject, "Strategic

Importance of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (U)."

In that paper it was pointed out that a permanent US-TTPI

••• relationship would contribute to US ability to monitor and

control the sea and air space of the Pacific Ocean area and

: ..... counter communist strength in the forward Asi_-Pacific

• regions. Failure or delay in restoring the atoll to habitable
condition could disaffect the natives involved, further

• complicating US difficulties in moving the TTPI into the

desired permanent relationship. _
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