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SUBJ: MICRONESIAN. STATUS: COMM.ISS.ION
,j\

I. MICRONESI.AN CONGRESS°S FUTURE POLITICALi STATUS COMMISSION
ARRIVED AUSTRALIIA ONE. WEEK. EARLY_ ON MARCH, 18 WiTH LESS THAN 24
HOURS:' NOTICE. AT EMBASSY"S" REQUEST, GROUP REMAINED IN SYDNEY

UNTILI MARCH 2Z, WHEN IT' CAME: TO_ CANBERRA FOR TWO-DAY PROGRAM.

GROUP. RETURNED TO SYDNEY MARCH 22' AND ON MARCH 24 SPENT HALF-

DAY AT AUSTRALIAN SCHOOL,oF_ RACiF.IC ADM.INISTRATION, WHERE IT

HAD TALKS WITH TEN VIS:ITING MEMBERS oF PAPUA-NEW GUINEA HOUSE

OF ASSEMBLY. COMMISS:ION DEPARYED_ TODAY (MARCH 25) FOR PORT
MORESBY AND WILL! LEAVEi PORT MORESBY MARCH 27 FOR MANILA. IN

PAPUA-NEW GUINEA ARRANGEMENTS HAVE; BEEN MADE FOR MEETINGS WIT_
ADM_INISTRATOR. DAVID HJ.

N OTHERI SENIOR AUSTRAL!IAN_ OFFICIALB,

SOME MINiSTER.IAL_ MEMBER$_ OF_HOUSE_ AND OTHER INDIGENOUS

POL:ITIcAL: FIGURES_ INCLOD_ING MEMBERSI_F. PANGU PAT) GROUP wiLLALSO HAVE SHORT SIDE' TRIP TO GOROK_ NEW GUINEA _,IGHLANDS

ATINViTATION... lAND EXPENSE) OF GOA.

i _/_.. HIGHLIGHTS OF CANBERRA. PROGRAM.INcLUDED TALKS WITH SENIOR
OFF'ICERS DEPARTMENT EXTERNAL TERRITORIES AND DEPARTMENT EXTERNAL :
AFFAIRS_ WITH SUBCOMMITTEE 0ii PACIFIc ISLANDS OF PARL'IAMENTARY

JOINT'cOMMITTEE. ON FOREIGN AND' DEFENSE AFFAIRS, AND WITH
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PROFESSOR JAMES DAVIDSON AT ANU, GOA PROVIDED GOVERNMENT TRANS-

PORT FOR COMMISSIONJ AND LAID ON P_ARLIAMENTARY LUNCHEON HOSTED

BY MINISTER. FDR EKTERNAL TERRITOR'IES BARNES AND PARLIAMENTARY

SUBCMMITTEE ON P__C_IF'I.C' ISLANDS. EMBASSY POL_I.TICAL. COUNSELOR
HOSTED RECEPTION. ALL. IN ALL> GOA COULD NO..T HAVE: BEEN MORE
CORDIAL OR COOPERATIVEI, NO_ CONTACT WITH PRESS IN CANBERRA

OR SYDNEY •

3. EMBASSY OFFICER _ACCOMPAN_IED COMMISSION TO' SOC,IAL FUNCTIONSs

PARLIAMENTARY SUBCO-MM_TTEE, MEETiNG_ AND GN VISIT TO SCHOOL
OF PACIFIC ADMINISTR_TIC}N: BUT AVOIDED MEETINGS WITH TERRITORIES

AND EXTAFF OFF:ICERs AS: COMMISSION CLEARLY PREFERRED NOT HAVE
"WATCHDOG" PRESENT,

_,- FROM CONVERSATIONS WITH. COMMISS'ION MEMBERS AND GOA OFF-ICIALS
_ITH WHOM THEY SPOKE_ COMM;ISSION IN AUSTRAL:IA AND P_PUA,NEW .........
_GU'I-NEA APPEARS-BE; MAINL-Y INTEREqSTED -_N-FOCL-OwING MATTERS= :

A) DEGREE OF CANBERRAIS. CONTROL OVER PAPUA*NEW GUINEAAFFAIRS
IN GENERAL AND PORT MORESBY ADMIN'ISTRATION IN PARTICULAR!

'I'

B) NATURE OF' GO_ CONTROL: OVER_ TERRiITORy'S BUDGET PROCESS AND

AUSTRALIAN GRANT I

C) AUSTRALIAN TH,INKING_ WITH; REGARD_ NATURE =,AND TIMING OF
ACT OF SELF-DETERMINATION_s

D) POL'ITICAL: EDUCATION! PROGRAMS. IN;.TERRITORY;

E:) NATURE AND, MAGNITUDE: OF: POLITICAL. PRESSURES IN TERRITORys
AND

F4 LAND TENURE AND TITLE' QUESTIONS,

5, FOLLOWING ARE SOME HIGHL!IGHTS OF VIEWS EXPRESSED BY COMMISS:IDN

MEMBERS IN CONVERSATIONS WITH EMBASSY OFFCICERS OR OTHERS DUPING
STAY IN CANBERRaAND IS.YDNEY.

A} ALL OF. THEM CLEARLY • V'IEW INDEPENDENCE AS BEING MORE TH_N

THEORETICAL CONSTITUTIONAL ALTERNATIVEs PROVIDED THAT

CONTINUING ACCESS TO US TREASURY OR OTHER EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE

COULD BE GUARANTEED. HOWE_/ER_ MOST SEEM TO FAVOR SOME FORM OF
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"FREE- ASSOCIATION" WITH. US. ALTHOUGH THERE DOES NOT APPEAR BE

GROUP. CONSENSUS: AS WHAT FORM THAT ASSOCIATION- MIGHT TAKEs ALL
OF THEM APPEAREDBE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED_ IN COOK ISLANDS,

ASSOC_IATION WITH NEW ZEALANDg5'

81 ON_ TIMING AC_ OF_ SELF-DE_ERMINATION* AGAIN NO CONSENSUS

APPEAREDs BUTSEYERAL_ EXPRESSED DOUBT WHETHER TTPI POPULATION

WILLi BE ADEQUATELY PREPARED BY i972n DATE_ SUGGESTED IN

PRES.IDENT JOHNSON.'s- REQUEST FOR US:STATUS COMMISSION,

C) S.INGLE. MOST IMPORTANT' CONCERN' TO. ALL: COMMISSION. MEMBERS

APPEARED TO BE NEED (IN: THEIR_ vIEW} LIMIT US ACCESS TO TTPi

LAND FOR MIL_ITARY BASES, WHILE ACCEPTING US. STRATEGIC REQUIRE-

MENT FOR BASES, THEY ALL_ APPEARED' STRONGLY 8EL=IEVE THAT ANy

FUTURE FORM OF. ASSOC_IATION WITH US; Mu§T PROVIDE FULL INTERNAL
SELF'.GOVERNMENT AND FULLi CONTROL_ OVER DISPOSITION OF LAND,

01 SEVERAL MEMBERS_ EXPRESSED CONS.IDERABLE_ ANNOYANCE WITH

SLOWNESS OF LOCAC_IZATiON. OF: TTPI PUBLIC SERVICE AND INDICATED
THAT_ IN THEIR VIEW, M_NY OF AMERICAN CIVIL, SERVICE OFFICERS

NOT VERYCOMPETENT_ QUALIFIED, OR DEDICATED., ON OTHER HAND_

ALL_ HAD HIGH PRAISE FOR_ PEACE. CORPS,

E_) SEVERAL MEMBERS SUGGESTED THAT IN NEAR FUTURE MICRONESIAN

HIGH COMM.ISS:IONER_SHOULD: BEi APPOINTED, THEY-FEL_ THAT PAST
HIGH COMMISSIONERS' HAVE_ BEEN BIT TO0 FREE AND EASY WITH THEIR

VETO POWER,

F:) THERE APPEARED_ TO; BEi CONSENSUS THAT MICRONESIAN CONGRESS

SHOULD' HAVE STRONGER ROLEI IN FORMULATION OF' BUDGET FINANCED
BY US'GRANT,

G) T_ERE ALSO. APPEARED! BEI AGREEMEN_ THAT COMMISSION SHOUL_

VISIT" WASHINGTON; PARTLY' TO "EDUCATE" CERTAIN CONGRESSMEN_
AND. PARTLY FOR DISCUSS'IONS_ ON POSS:IBL E FORMS FREE ASSOCIATION

WITH US, IN THATCONNECTIONs NONE OF!THEM APPEARED TO LOOK

UPON STATEHOOD AS REAL!ISTIC CONSTITUTIONAL: ALTERNATIVEs AT

LEAST IN FORESEEABLE" FU_URE_,-

H) IN-CONVERSATIONS WITH; MEMBERS OF: PAPUA-NEW GUINEA HOUSE O_

ASSEMBLY, COMMISSION EXPRESSED. RATHER STRONGLY ITS VIEW THAT
THERESHOULD _E MORE FREQUENT CONTACT BETWEEN LEGISLATORS OF
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VARIOUS PACIF.IC_ ISLANDS TERRITORiIES'.. THEY ISSUED INFORMAL
INVITATION FOR HOUSE' OFi ASSEMBLY TO SEND TO SAIPAN FOR VISIT

THE SELECT COMMiITTEE ON CONSTITUTIONAL_ DEVELOPMENTs WHICH iS
EXPECTED BE FORMED LATER' TH!IS. YEAR;.

6_, ALL; IN ALLs EMBASSY OFFICERS- FOUND COMMISSION MEMBERS TO

BE ARTiCULATEs ALERT_ AND_ INTELL!IGENT GROUP: WH:ICH, THOUGH EASY

TO PLEASEs WAS TAKING SER:IOUS' INTEREST IN ITS TASK, MEMBERSs

INDIVIDUALLY AND COLLEETIVELYs WERE FRANK IN THEIR DISCUSSIONS

WITH BOTH_ AUSTRAL_IANS AND_ EMBASSY OFFICERS. ALTHOUGH SOME OF

THE.IR_ REMARKS WERE EITHER IMPL!ICITYLY OR EXPL;IC'ITLY CRITICAL

OF US ADMINISTRATION OF; TTP;Is NONE: OF THEM APPEARED TO BE ANTI-
AMERICANs AND ALL: SEEMED TO TAKE' R_THER BALANCED AND OBJECTIVE
VIE_POIN T WITH, OF COURSEw MICRONESIAN INTERESTS FOREMOST IN
THEIR MINDS. ASCDE FROM CCRTIC_SM_ THERE ALSO WAS MUCH PRAISE,
PARTICULARLY OF: US: EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS IN TTPI. IN EMBASSY,S
VIEWs MICRONESIA _CAN BE. PROUD OF4 _T-S-EM:_SSAR_IES_ -AND-USG-:-CA_N ..... " --
BE JUSTLY PROUDI OF: PRODUC_S_ OF ITS_ ADMINISTRATION OF TTPI.
ONE GOA EXTAFF OFfICiAL: COMMENTED: THAT "WITH' A FEW PEOPLE L.IKE _
THESE IN PAPUA.NEW GUINEA, WE COULD; GIVE THE TERRITORY INDE.
PENDENCE TOMORROWo"
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