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Washington, 0,(2. 20520 .... .-.

MEMORANDUM

TO • PM - Mr o Spiers v ,_-_-_}
H - Mr Torbert _ _'_". _j_<, .-,

FROM : S/PC - Claus W. Ruser j' _-C-0"_

SUBJECT : Micronesia _/_/_

You may be interested in the enclosed article
on Micronesia in the October issue of the Pacific
Island Monthly°

The article raises two interesting questions:

' io Do we have any indication that Senators
Fulbright, Kennedy and McCarthy have been con-

i acted and expressed an interest in this
problem?

2° Is it correct that the Armed Services

fare continuing to make surveys of possible
base facilities? Also, where precisely does
OSD and JCS stand with regard to plans for

possible base facilities in the Trust Territory?

As you know, the Secretary's meeting with
Secretaries Laird and Hickel to consider next steps
on the political status question has been postponed
until mid December. If you think this would be

_d_le, perhaps a discussion of these Congressional
aspects and the latest thinking on bases should be
included in the Secretary's briefing in preparation"
for that meeting.
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_, Jolm ,driffin, s;.aff tan, _t! ...... o,'.J,,,, A.i,,:;:ise,, H_waii, is an Alicia Patterson Fund i:ward
i winner. In this, the ._e:o.,2 of his articles we've publislv'd, he t:..t:cs a lo_k at the Americ:m presence in
I Micronesia_and its intentions. }te says tile. days when an ,_mcrican congressman, asked what he

1 thought tff Microncsia, sakl, "Mike who?", may be over. Then why 'the sudden US interest in thc';c
Pacific Isl:mds?



',_,..

I t

Se';an H•rbou:, Mar;_na_,and • _;r,_upof i !
_A:--onesians in • World War II I_r.d;r._ %

battle arrive from nearby ;stand, Tin;an. :..... , • • ' !

_,..,:.greys of Microncsia set up its future ., ...... .L.-., '.: .... :. I
.qa',ns commission to explore pos- ,,,a ,. ..... ::. .......... _....... .-;-" , ..... ,...• """ '.,2,!_. 7"-'- ) ,..... _"..... 1s:b3ities, taking the initiative from _ _" ." .. :: . ..: _" . : ..
the Johnson Administrution which :- <: ....-. :'..!i 2_":i.. " - -: .......... ! "
was considering the idea of its own j "L. " " '" <

I
_t:,"t,_ e,'mmi_sion. The Micronesian t --_.,:_:x:"??_.:iYff.:?_..._"-i.::_-_"..".S_:......:.,_ ";_./._"_-_..-- : "[
git up studied, discussed, and traveited "",?'_.,....'...,. ---='::._:)-_ "7 _. _ " :_'_: 5 ..- .- (_ . ..-k.... ! Iwidely. Its members talked openly t.. \ ".',_":_-"',>,.Z-_.,,'=.:.-':-'_,."_--_- ....... : ,-::........": :.-:, .". -.;
about the possibility of sc;-ting i": ' " "" " ":- " " :"" "_....... _.r,- " -_r _,.: - -....

independence, and there v. as ti_e _cai" [ ., ,'-, __, ..... , ._ .in some American circles that the " " " _

grot, p would become so committed -.... -.. ,... _,..;..-_,......:_..k:_,_;,! ....... .._:k=_:i..:L:._i:::.:. _
•.. ,.. ..:_Q':: . ." _e-,- ¢._'-,.

,. on that level that it would be hard =.._,'_._-':,,a,.._.:_:i_.__._.'..... '., <._--,<__;._.'..=L._,.:._.!'z.,.=-.:-:-.t;::,'.,:;=..:.....:._..'_._,-..-_:-::-,__t,o compromise later.
I

Like PuertoRic0 _ I
But on April 19 it recommended Islands with New Zealand. The Mieronesian:: have the ri_f,hI..__

"th'at. the Tr_st Territo_ of the M_crones:an status group foresaw wb._t-, we havt rcattirYned_Io chok.q._ Y
Pacific.IIII_/ands h, cnn_tituted as'._ an agreement on American bases in tb._;r own oc_:idc_l"_utur¢, a' co_',

_e.rn_L_... s_t_Pg....alld_..t.hgL_this, retUrnpensationfOrconsiderableforuse of financialthe,land.C°m'In or__ec:.wnichalSOusim,_lieS_ses.the._rightto a_cedL i
l_s_. _ta!,-_-mte[n.._[[:.. total, ihe eloquently-written Micro: ---_
governing_ ana w tla Mtc.roa, l_?d.g.P_. •Although t oth the Micronesians i
{dfitr0IZ_T%lk'b. Ta-li._e_,__.!l--,'_.!_he nesian proposal was more moderate
e::*._utive --q']_:got!ate entr_' mid tree than sonic had expected. • aad!he_rtheownUS.in.dependentndlitarywere ways,m°vingthein i'
as_ocla|idn_w_-itlq""tt_e Ufiited StateT". As the Micronesians were moving, . _r,,ixon Administration got off to a
" Wnat-s p_ct'urea :s a state witla so. was the Pacific strategic situation slew start on *.he Trust Territory this !

..... -¢,'msiclerable inten:a._ autonomy, suctl ..and. the US military,'. US policy is year. With a suddenness that i
'-7 Puerto :<icoter tb o --lationshit_ now tO end the Vietnam war,. indicated a bureaucratic political _
b_ the w,:ernally _e_t-gover_ine Cook reducing immediate military needs goof, it accepted the resignation, in '"

in Asia. We are expected to return February, el Democratiz-appointcd "_
_,:),:i:_:_:;iii:_?_.!_i?:!_!ii_:i_::_:!_?7.'-'--'_ Okinawa to Japanese rule in the very H i g h C o n:. :_ "s s i o n e r William j,
_.:_,_:,:_:!!;:.:_:.: :, "...-' : _ ,_l early 1970s. The future status of Norwood, a Hawaii man ver_
,+...: ...:...... Okinawa's vast complex of American popular wilh the Micronesians :

__i':;:")ii?.:- ¢" _k_.i!_::':.ii_:)iii_:!._,. .] military bases is uncertain, but eta Washington also let Norwood's ex,

[
_:.i(-"":":-;" '. minimum it would seem nuclear perienced deputy leavo soon after
_:;...:.:.:->. ....: weapons will be banned and possibly whi_e the ch(.ice of a new high com-

_;_::--;::_ -:"Z".... ,;] :'prior consultation" required, as in missioner begged down in a pat- t!!)i::}:i:),_:::i,_':..;::::::;::'. !apan itself, for any offencive use. ronage battle. I

e_<.'_::_..'._.;,:_.:_..::_._)'_,. It was _l:ril and weeks of White i.
'_";:::' ': " _..... Military bases Ho,,scdelaT'_efore the appointment _• _b:_ _ - ::i, .... wer.t to Edward E. /e_nston, Hawaii
t_::.?i..:/ "-.....=..< With this handwriting on the wall, state chairr_an of the Republican

the American military has been look- Party, a moderate conservative.
_.; "::'i:" ., ing at Micronesia for replacement instlrance man with goo"ff"lSbHtical .
.... bases. Ranking military lead_.rs and fffi'c[a--_m-_2rai]_iS_s'l:_i1_:'thd anew
L_.: i. L • "t

-...... survey teams have been appear;i,g Su_'3T'-'g_:_._in_-'g"ob"_"-'g?'_sp of the' in western Micronesia with in- problems facing the US in M'iero-
_-.... _:,: creasing freqqency. Some very ex-, nesia, i

.,I pl:Jns for air fl,eIds_'i_a._:b]".l_flli.le_

_';.i_,_::,::: and_,-eas _eeoL.m._._aa_e-_cenHixon's interest• " J .)i _'d.----d-a- ........... Since April, however, the Nixon

: ......"..... "."....... i Wl'.at remains is the fact that, Adnzinlstr,tion has shown both'' _- while the US can legally put in bases interczt an:i action. In:ruler See- I
-,, ......-._ "_. # now under tl'e UN Tust Territory retary Waker tlickel flew out to

..... _ ._:. ...... agreement, these islands are not Microncsla in earl],' May to inqall
American territory. For the mihtarv lohnston and make a major policy

An •ttr_cfivoMicrones|anstudentttudying this means a continuing mc;ts-trc of statement. Hickel promised long-
,lit lb. 5:napll C_'_'. t School, Caroline uncertainty. For others, it rakes needed inmrovcmcnts in Micro-

tsland_ question_ of morality: nesian participation "n government
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McCarth}/ hav_ been contacted :'.n,!

USdefence Frenchto re-start............... _rted_____d._t_, _.

and m,..e ee,mo,ni,.: bc,,efits. _ "n" tests a,,d ,,_.
also sa;d there weuld.._J_llo arblirluy un_ wm de m,.,rc th:m" a casuM
"12g'"I_'6o_--_d _l_u_}n'g-f_,r. France will re-start h:,dro;,,en spectator.
'6as-6s_'"_@c--_st'_',n:; on all bomb tcqs at its remote test-
(m;oa,Z0i._-;LtLv.Linq,_t_i_,_i- Atthe same time. th: US; nli!iL'H_

in,'. centre in the G:m_bicr continues snrveys, att,T pl:ms mcl_.39
He didn't talk about plans for Atolls of }:rcnch Polynesia a H-b2J_._'._b_..+'-l_.'.o'_\_rl_

bases, although back in Wa_,hington abou_ June next year. _ b.._.__pn _ni:_ in the
he said the Trust Territory could About SA54 million has _£tsbcL,__3.S::m_ and_'uipLtrl_
become an important part of a been allot:tied in the current SGhT6_._b Tiavc bccn fo[Ic, wing the
new US defence perimeter. Nor did I-'icnch budgct for the tests, situ:ttior, see stroj3g evidence

! he talk about some spcc{fic future the first sim.'e September, 1968. Washington has_J;}t_h"
political statu>, although it is clcar Sen,ere credit rcstricrions in w"T_'r_ !f"'fv_l g[_ffg"_'h::t bas_s a:,d
_._...._S wat,ts Micronc_ia _ France prevented tes's this Hih_ "_ b,"afits tlie'm as soon as p_s-.
_n._.]_r_n.._. tj to rX..( ycar. _bl¢.i .........

The Micronesian rcaction ",,,'as to The tests a_e aimed at Thert is a co-ordinating group,
_elcome Hickel's interest ,ad pro- developing a hydrogen t.o:=b but it i_*no scr,et tkat over th2 years
raises, but key lea('.-rs n,._e a point small enough for Poh:ris-type there l'ave been _trong dHrcrcr,ces
of lat_ 5,__TT_'_'"_'t_[ missiles to equip France's pro- between the Interior and St_,tc

__"_¢__,_Tffnb_,ian posed nuclear submarin,-s in Dcpartr_ents on one hand and the
._i]ca-[-affi iation wi_h "_co"'-'no'6:"_ the "70"s. Pentagcn on the other. Said one
]2.¢d/.g.l_ts._. source who knows tl'e situation:

This was the situation as the Cun- whether it will be near the uliimate "There are those in Washington and
gress of Micronesia opened regular arrangement both sides foresee is in the Pacific military who don't
session in mid-July to consider the uncerta,n, give a ,lama about the Microncsians'
,:tat,is commission report and future There are indications the Micro- land ot political aspirations.

st,:p..s. Washington expects a Micro- nesians, which have some very "The" see the place strictly as a
nesmn group will fly there later in talented top leaders, will not De military reser,'atio:-" The view that
the year for talks on a variety of alone in future negotiations with t,e UN is not _mportant is said to
economic improvements--plus dis- Washington. The status commission be ever more v'!flely held, including
eussinns of a new political arrange- has retained a noted civil rigb,s among those sensitive to Micro-
ment. This may mean son'm "organic lawyer, Harrup Freeman. Senators ne_ian hopes. Hard bargaining seems

act" or "constitution", sources say; _uch as Fulbr/eht. Kennc_ ahe,,d.
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" _"i;"_'iT_G:il)i_!:;!!i:::!i_ Doily broodcosts from 6 a.m. to midnight
_:_._i,'_..::-:," ,::-.._i_,_ (New Zeoland and Fiji Tirne)

:._.-.::,.:-, •.... ......"I _ Musicthatswingsand soothes _-Talksofspecialintercs!
):,".f"_':i_..::_;_":: "::_":__i _" News you can beqe,,e
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Here am the frequencies and wavelengths: "___'.'_.

6.00 a.m.-12.30p.m. 11.84 mc/s-25.34 m.

Dick williams, compare of 6.00 a.m.-10.00 a.m. 9.55 ,, "-31.40 ,,
Sound Survey, Monday tO 6.00 a.m.-lO.O0 a.m. 9.54 .. -31.45 ,, ..-5- ,_ .
thursday _., 9.15 p.m. (New 8.00 a.m.- 8.30 p.m. 15.16 , -19.79 ,. ___-_ _: ,! )L'_ f-_"

Zeatend ,nd Fiil Time). 2.00 p.:n.- 8.00 p.m. 15.24 -19.69 ,, ;j';_,_'_"\\'_, :_%\__'_;

_eqoon,'e,:,.,usm0_.. " _'_, v,,,,,,

cycles, 41.64 metres; and 6.45 p.m.- 9.15 a... 9.56 ,, -31.3' ,, x i _!_! _.I _ _ ''!: _£_:'S_'¢_'" _ ,= \

11.81 megacycles, 25.40 6..I.5 p.m.- 9.15 a.m. 11.71 ,, .25.62 , ' ; ."',",:'_ "

'_ "f ""\ '__ i_ _ ', '.,-X ".-'

, • _._' ) >'"WRITEfOROURFREEPF,OGRAMMEGUIDETO; RADIOAUSTRALIA ',i_
MELBOUNE,3000, AUSTRALIA
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