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SUBJECT: Future of Micronesia: Interagency Working Group

Meeting to Consider the Results of Assistant

Secretary Loesch's Trip-, INFORMATION MEMORANDUM

The Interagency Working• Group for Micronesia met on

-January 15 to hear a report from Assistant Secretary of
the Interior Loesch on his just-completed tri p to Micronesia,

and to consider the next steps in light thereof. The

following - is a brief resume of _ir. Loesch's" report, the

discussion of its implications, and the decisions reached,

(A fuller report of the meeting is attached).

Assistant Secretary Loesch said that, although he had

had an excellent opportunity to meet with a wide range of

Micronesians, he had held discussions on the future status

question only with thelmembers of the Political Status
Commission and even these had been limited largely to one

meeting in Saipan°

He could, however, report the following: (!) the

.Micronesians had accepted the US Government rejection of
the Interior land proposal •very calmly-- they were obviously

i not surprised; (2) they had not commented specifically onthe Political Status Act which Mr. Loesch gav e them, and

i in fact, had not really had a chance to study it as a group
prior to his departure; (3) he did ,have a clear'impression,

i I however, that they were determined tO have some form of
I I Constitutional Convention and that this was an issue of!
i _ vital..im.porCa_._e: .t_o.Che_._;:_.nd:Q_-)._h.eMicronesians proposed

that !t._..n_.xtime._.i.n_ b_t_n:t_e _o delegations take place
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being the "last" session appears to be rc'lated to the
limited mandate -- primarily as a fact--finding group --

..... which the Nicronesian delegation feels "it has fr__o_the

Congress rather than to a real sense of urgency about
_.-,._. reaching a final solution or a threat aimed at forcing

our position°

Nevertheless, Assistant Secretary Loesch stated it
was his belief that if we were to have. any chance of suqcess
at the next session that we must return to the Constitutional

Convention proposal and that we should seek authorization "
to send it out to the Micronesfan delegation immediately.
This recommendation led to lengthy discussion of the various

problems _nvolved, including the dangers of an open-ended
Constitutional Convention, basic doubts regarding the

.Micronesian position, and the degree of urgency involved.

Once again the uncertainties involved in these and other
factors and the conflicts between them were all too evident.

As a result of this discussion, the Interagency Group

reached general agreement that ultimately, if there is a
chance of success, it will probably be through the Consti-
tutional Convention route. However, for both tactical
and substantive reasons, the group felt it unwise to offer

'_ our Constitutional Convention proposal at this time.
" Rather,. we should try to obtain further information as

to whether the Micronesians were thinking in terms of the
same basic status as we had in mind. Since our Poiitical
Status Act contained all the elements of our. position, it
therefore seemed advisable to attempt to press for some
Micronesian reaction to the status it describes.

It was,otherefore, decided that Assistant Secretary
Loesch would write a letter to the delegation's Chairman

asking for such views prior to another meeting. There was,
of course, no feeling of confidence that the response will
be definitive, but to seek such a reaction appeared to be
a necessary first step. Further decision s would be made

in the light of the Micronesian reply, whatever" it might be.oo ooo • • • oo ql,o , • • • ooo oo
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Thc_''_,_::_I,_'_:,F._ .. -. ck_::_._.._.Tl"a:r_., . .., ._:_F_'e]_._at.. the d:i.scuss ,.ol_,_
with the" _J$:rc_al_" shDu]._ "n:_t: :t_k_:'t_]ace wh:Llc: the UN
Visiting"Mi's'_ic]n "_$ "st _I]. "_n "tT_e 'f_'r?_:oi-y (February ll -
mid-March). This would mean holding off until the last
two weeks in March. If we thought it necessary, the

_ MJ:cronesi-an timetable could st£11 be met and such a
limited delay may well be in our interests in terms of
further eliciting Micronesian views.

Attachment :

Memorandum for the Record. "-"-
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Clearance.

IO/UNP - Mr. _risbie

IO/UNP - Mr. Armitage

IO:UNP:SRPeale:jkb 1/19/70
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