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Dear Mr. Reis: CZ""_" /_ '

At an informal hearing before the House Subcommittee on Territorial

and Insular Affairs held on March 5, 1970, Congressman Carey asked

me if, under the 1947 Trusteeship Agreement with the United Nations

Security Council, the United States has the authority unilaterally ._
to determine whether the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

shall become associated with the United States, be independent or k0
enjoy some other status and to implement such a decision without __

approval by the Security Council.
\

A copy of pages 92 and 93 of the transcript at which Mr. Carey's

question appears are enclosed for your ready reference.

\
We believe that this question is more particularly within the

competence of the Department of State to answer. Accordingly, we

request that you answer Congressman Carey directly. We have advised

him of this referral. We would also appreciate it if you could provide %

us with a copy of your answer.

G
You will note that if you wish to make your answer confidential it may

be sent to the Committee for eyes only with the Congressman's assurance

that it will be kept in confidence. "_

c_ Sincerely yours,
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