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PA or FOI EXEMPTIONS

_, pROF, IJAMESD_V'IDSON, CONSULTANT )I M!!C_Of_ZS:A._; FUTUR_

POLITICAL STATUS: DELEGATION,. RETURNED__ANBERRA _ST WEEKEND
AFTER SEVERAL. WEEKS IN SAIPAN, FOLLOWING,_ABEI H_GHL_GHTSt OF
CONVERSATION. WITH EMBOFF DORRANCE YESTERDAY,

0 _, ALTHOUGH DAV'IDSON PARTICIPATED AT E_RL_ S_AGES INI DR_FTING
DELEGAT_ON'S REpOR_ _O.M_CRONES'IAN: CONBRESS,._E_RL!IERf DR_FTs HAD
CONTAINED: NO.REFERENCESTO PROPOSAL: ES_ABLI!.SH FORMAL! ,,EKECUTiV E
COUNCIL" WITH MtCRONFRtAN CONGRESS P_Rm_r_TION NOR T n........ • - - • • ., -....... '_ "' '.! _ _'' t " ; . _ , .

SUGGESTION THEREI MAY'BE MER1T_ IN: ATTEMPTING- BR:ING MICRONES_AN
CASE BEFORE COMM;ITTEE: OF @_..ON FIRST PO_INT_ ME HAD SUGGESTED

CLOSER CONSULTaTIoN BETWEEN LEGISLATIVE AND EXECUTIVE BRANCHES,
PERHAPS THROUGH E§TABLiSHMEN_ iN_ORMALI cOMHiTTEE_-BU_ HE
BELIEVES IT A MISTAKE,TO INTRODUCEi WH_T' AMgU_TS TO{"WES_ET_INISTER-,
CONCEPT. HE CL_IMED/HaYE NO _DEa WHO:_PROMPTED SUGGESTION ON COMMITTEE
OF- 24, AND SAIDi IT WOULD BE MIS_aKEi "TO!BRiNG, THOSEt TROUBLE=.
MAKERS IN DUR.ING(NEGOTiA_ING. SYaGES_,,, ON! OTHERi HAND, THOUBHT IT
MIGHT BE USEFUL HAVE COMMITTEEI REPRESENTED, AT ULTIMATE PLEBESC.ITE;,.

3, COMMENTiNG ON: AN AC¢_OF! SEL#,DE@ERM_T_oN, HE: SAiD IT'.WOUL6 BE
SERIOUS MISTAKE _OR U,S, TO ATTEMPT- BY,PaSS M!CRONES_IANI

CONGRESS AND TAK E OPTIONS OF COMMONWEALTH STATUS ANDI INDEPENDENCE:
DIRECTLYTO PEOPLE, A YEARAGO_ HE!SAID_ U,S:, WOUL6HAVE H_D.
MassIvE MAJORITY FOR COMMONWEALTH sT_ToS:. Now PoPuLaTION IS BEING.
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POL_TICAL_.LEADERS AT:TH:I S STAGE WOULD Bgl SO RESENTEDI AND
PLAYED UPON BY P_:)L{TIC;IANS_SUCH ACtiON! COU_I TRIGGERI MAJORiITY
SENTIMEN_ FOR INOER_hDENCE AS EMOTIONAL, REaCtION,. AND
"INDEPENDENCE WOULDI BE_ A, DIiSAS_ER FOR TERRITORY."

_, ASKED HOW SERIOUS WAS IMPLIIED. THRE,T IN_ DELEG_TIONS REPOR_ TO

EFFECTiNDEPENDENCE i$ ONLY ALTERNATIVE, IN DELEGA+ION,.S
VIEWs TO "FREEi ASSOCIATION_,, DAVID$ON SAID[.IT w_S MAINLW
'BLUFF_o" HE DOES: NOT BELIEVE MORE THANLSMALLLM.INDR_f_ DElEGAtION
OR; CONGRESS MEMBERS -CONSIDER INDEPENDENCE: FE_S-IBLE! ALTERNATIVE _
ALTROUGH THIS COULD.CHANGE, HE' CLA_MED! REPORT WAS DELIIBERATELY
_HARSHER" THANI REAL AT+ITUDE OF EITHER_ DELEGATION OR! CONGRESS "AS
HHOLE_ ALTHDUGH:HE WAS CERTAIN: SUBSTANTIAL, M_JORITY OF coNGRESS

WOULD:SUPPORT IT; HE ALSO DID NOT THIN_ MI|_RONESIAN LEADERS':
POSITIONS OR A_TUDES .M_D..HARDENED MUCHi |N PAST YEAR,..AL_HOUGH
THEIR VIEWS NOW MORE CLE^RL_ DEF:iNEDo HE INS:ISTED, THOUGHa.
THAT BASIC "NON-NEGOTIABLE PRINCIPLES,, ARE PRECISELYTH_Ts.
PARTICULaRLYWITH RESPECT L_DISSUE ANDRISHTOF UNiLaTERAL!
REVOCATION OF ASSOCIATION WITH U°S.

OTHERSI Uf8$.pROBABLYCOULD _OT BUDGE ONi WOVLD BE APPLICATION
UIS, CONST.IT._TION TO TERRITORY_ NO. MATTER WH_T FORM OF
ASSOC'IATt.O _' THIS iS..ESSENTI_L; BECAUSEI OF REQU_IREMEN_ ASSURE;
BAS_C_:RI_HTS:.AND_ PRIy'|LEGES TO_ MiICRONES!AN_ONEE, THE_ BECOME _
U'S,NATIONALS_-AND ;CITIZENS..-HE ACCEPTED_ THIS BuT SAID THAT_
WHILE IT WAS' NOT" IN_EPORT_ M|CRDNES:IANS:.ARE!.NOT CEREAIN
THEY WANT OR, REQUIRE U_$.. NATIONAL_ OR cITIZENSHiP! STATUS,
ALTHOUGN THEY DOcWANTFREE, ACCESS:TO, U_$_;

6,-REMAINDER OF CONVERSATION PROV'IDED NO_SPEECTIc, PDENfS OF
INTERESTs- ALTHDUBH;O_ViDSO_,,-WHEN +OED! OF: EMBDFF?S: AS$.IGNMEN_
AS.HI, COMTERPACC§_ POLAD_ $A!__HE' wOULD DOLALLLPDSS_BLE To. ASSURE. "
POLAD _OU_D BE! "WELL_ REEE_YED gN.BOTH.PERSONR_VAND; OFF_CIAL_ BASIS,
BY'KEY HIICRONES|AN!_LEADERS_ EHBOFF!SAID HE_.WOUED:APPRECiatE
EFFORTS !N'THAT'D_RECTIO N BU_ SUGGESTED- DAV'IDSON: HOLD: OFFI
WRIIT_NG ANY LE_TERS_UNTI_EARL_ SEpTEMBER_ (WE: NO_ CERTAIN: NHE_HER
E6TABLISHMENT POLAD POSITION_AND: DORRA_CE,._. ASSIGNMENT. HAV E.... BEEN.
_NNOUNCED IN SAZ_ANe.WgULD. APPRECIATE- EARL_ ADVZCEi 0 N THIS_ AS
IT WOULD BE HELPFUL UTILIZE DAV|DSON'S: CONTACTS IN_ TTP!I,)
ePo2
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