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Hicronesia: Polit-tcal Status C_IssLon Presents its
Report tot he Congress of HicronesLs

........ '_ On July 21. the Future Political Status Co,mission
_0 _ et up by the Coogress of M1cronesla reported to its

arent body that it had found "profound differences"
etveen its position and that of the United States

'-' ]_ overnReat. The CoamXssion said that, in its smettallS "_
ith USG officLals, it had found the Latter "unwill .J:_=. ..-

< 1 ,r unable" to support the Cosmission's recosmendaticm

_ _ Io=_=_] hat Htcronesia have a free assocLatton with the Ua_t_I :.i._ _ _ _ "! tares based on "four basic principles and legal __=-

_ . _: :,.::._ _ 1 . The sovereignty of I_'tcro_sie resides in thee

I_ _ '-:'-_ _" I'_P lle _f l_cronesta and their _lly _sti_ted gover_nt;

_ _ .__1__ _ 2. The people of Htcro_s£a possess the right o£o

_ ____ • telf-dete_tion and may therefore choose independence
_ _ _ _ ,r self-_over_nt in free association with any other

_ _ _ _ _tion or orsanization of nations;

' 3. The people of NicronesLa have the right to adopt
their own constitution or gover_enr.sl plan at any tte;
_[Id t

4.. Free association should be in the form of a

: ___act, termtaable unilaterally by either
__;'i__ss/_ had r_o_xled, tf this "free
___ _t be given, that the sole alternative

:7 ::':"4"_

Instead, the report continued, the U. S. had
coun_erproposed ce_onweaIth status for the Trust Territory,
which the _Isslon found '_macceptable" on three counts:

1. The US(; vould retain _he ri&ht to take Land in
Microuesia for _lLtitary or other purposes and US citizens
and corporations would have the right Im own lqicrones£an land;
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2. KWy Laws passed in Hicronesla would be subject
to-veto by_ ths U• S•; and,

3. Host Importantly, connonwealth status would be
permanent and could not be changed unilaterally by the
Hicroneslans.

The report ended by ca111ng the present si_tlon
beL-_een the two sides "an impasse" and r_ndlns chat:
the Consress of _Ltcronesia reject the offer of ccgmonvealth
status• The C_amtssion did, however, urge the Congress
of Micronesia to seek further nepttattons, possibly with
representatives of the U• S• _ess. notinK that: thus
far negotiations had been held only with members of r_t_
executive branch of the USG•

The reaction of the Conszess of NicronesLa to _ __
is expected later this week or next week• _ _

_NT: The recmmendattons of the Coemtssion are
consistent with the stand it has taken in the meetings
with USG officials, and come as no surprise• Interior
issued a press release on July 21 outlining tn general
terms the com_nwealth status offer•
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