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on," Micronesian Senator
Lazarus Sahi said yester-
day.

Salii, 33, who is in Honolu-
lu en route to independence'
ceremonies in .Fiji Friday,
made his remarks during an
interview.

"Free association," a con-
cept outlined in a resolution
endorsed by the Congress of
Micronesia at its third regu ....

I lar session in August in Sai-
pan, endorses four political
principles. They are:

O "That sovereignty in !
, Micronesia resides with the

people and the government
of Micronesia.

O "That the peop!e of Mi-
cronesia possess the right of
self,determination and there-
fore may choose indepen-
dence or self government in
'free association' with any
nation or organization of na-
tions.

O "That the people of lVh-
cronesia have a right to
adopt their own constitution.

O"That free association
shoLfld be in the form of a
revocable compact, termina-

t ble unilaterally 'by either I

party."

'I'FIE FOUR-POINT "free [.

I association" policy resolu-tion was adopted by a 30 to 3
vote of the Congress of Mi-
cronesia following its rejec-
tion of a U.S. offer of a com-
]_nwealth status which, in ,

•_ effect, would have made Mi-
cronesia an American terri-
tory.
• Salii, president of the Con-
gress' future status commit-
tee; said at that time:

, "The commonwealth sta-
tus would make us a part_a
permanent part--of the Unit- ..
ed States political family.
But we are Microncsians 1:'
and not Americans.

"We can be friends of
! America as America indeed
'has sometimes befriended

us. But what is being offered
to us is not friendship and it
is not pa.rtnership. It is own-
ership, friendly ownership
for the time being, but own-
ersl'dp nonetheless."

SALII AND HIS fellow Mi-


