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Three Reports ,from the POLAD in Saipan

John Dorrance, our Political Adviser to the High
Commissioner for the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands

(Microneala), has recently sent three telegrams of
interest. They ares in chronological orders 1) a long

and detailed report of a visit he recently made to the
Palau Districts 2) a recent conversation with Senator ,
Salii (co-Chalrman of the expiring Future Political '
Status Commission of the Congress of Micronesla), and

3) a report on attitudes in the Mariana Islands on future

political status. They are attached at Tabs A, Bs and
C, respectively. A brief stmmmry of each follows:

I, Dorrance spent a week in the Palau District, the
westernmost of the six districts, in early December.

This long and discouraging report on Palauan attitudes
regarding the future of Micronesla makes it clear that

we face difficult times, regardless of how forthcoming
we may be. Dorrance reports|

I, _ i._. :is,:
, _ , ,, _ ,,

.o:.o°:: - . .. ......... .....

:! .:ii ::.
_- 4ZZ355



" ! "'"""@o o@@ • @@ • • • • • o00

CONFIDENTIAL 2

3.. Tim report on Karlan•s District attitudes confirms
what has •Irudy been reported..'==that the Marl•has would
l£ke motht_g better than to Jo£n Ctmm (wh£ch is geogr•phfcally
• _ IreLand) and hitch their wagon permanently to the
U. 5. The NarLanas delegation to .the new Congress of

Nlcrones£a ha_ •lre•dy caucused i_d rea££Lrmed their ....
intention to ._amh for Comnomw_alth,.'Or similar status, a_"._,
least for the 'MarL•haS, and that any status, to be acceptable,
must be closer to that of Commonwealth than to that o£
"£ree-assocLation." Dorrance reports a "striking i_press£on"
from this conversation o£ a hardening attitude towards
the other districts and suggests the district possibility

that the Harianas delegation mfght go so far as to
deliberg_X'_i_ro._.ert.e_t_ w_er "qP]_t: than presently
exists fn:_a:eff_rt .$b ,,abs'u_'e _dpbrmte'._rrangements for

themselves, c_-_-42235G
C0_IFIDI_AL



CONFIDENTIAL 3

,(_HqENT: A11 three teleKrmns Sly• mnple Lndlcat£on
.. that the Dn£ted States will have no bed of roses when it

undertakes to negotiate the future of M_Lcronesia.

Attactments:
.e

I. Salpan's tel 220118Z Dec 70
SaiFan'8 tel 2201197 Dec 70

2. Sa£pan's tel 2201202: Dec 70

3. Satpan'8 tel 2201217 Dec 70 _.
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