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_-I most persons in Washington co_cerne@gwit_he TTPI -]
p_litic_lstatus question are awar6_ the_,md:i_sue is

perhaps the sir41e zest critical element wi%_:r_ec_._;_ the"

_ ;tatus negotiations. Yet, f_r almost any-'Westesmer,_',i_,is
I_ :early Imp.ssible to comorehend fully the _ti_ e_seuda-
_ , ,religious attachment the'Micronesian (other_th_._ t_---arianas)
_ _ has to the land. A quack resdLn_ of the fo_wi_ e_erpted
_ _ fr_ a 1912 British st-dy _f land problems _ Wes_-_/_ica,

is instructive wihh respect to the imoort_nce of the land ouestion.
_" Alth_ugh the excerpt refers t_ an African situation, it ap lies

totally t_ Nicronesia -- perhans even more s_ here given the
relative sparseness of land res_urce_ in most areas ef Microne_ia.

2. "In-.the native conception land is G_d-given like air aad
water, and every single individual is entitled to a share. But
the lamd is not si_ply the property ef the living -- it als_
belongs t_ the ancestars and te future generations. As a l<i_eriaa
chief had put it, 'I c_nceive that laad belongs to a vast family

CON_ _f whe_ many are dead, few are livi.-4,and c_untless members are
' ADM still unborn.' The individual who first clears land ani c_Itivates

A,O it establishes for himself definite rights over the land and over
the improvements which his labor has effected, and these rights

i_usis are shared by his family and descendm ts. But normally individuals
:_ _nly enjoy rights as members )f their family er villaze, and there
_I can be n) tr_e understanding _f native load custmus with)ut a
: reslizati_n ©f the 6_rporate ch-__ra6ter)f Af_icau s)ci_l life.

... _,._ By virtue )f this the ultimate )wnership _f land vests in the
• Act;o-To_o-: c_mmunity, s_ that the _st_l' er the family has what _uld be

i . . described in English law as a right ef reversion -- a right which
'. /'9__._ cannot be l_st by prescription. The _mership ef land therefore,

UECLAS_IFIED Fo, Department Use OnlM"" FORM

i ._. " . _ ),",,, IZZ3o_t
Clos slf_at_n

_c Drafted by: I " JD_ : IPh°neN°': JContents andj_

Approved by:
' 05

_ Clearances:

U. S.GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1966 O - 202-219 (258)

06 419963



(

UNCLASSIFIED Page 2
" ' S aipan A-9

by a family is not analegous to that of tenancy in common under English la_;,
but rather is a Jeint aad indivisible m_nership no part _f which is capable
ef b ein; ali=_natedvaluntarily gr inviluntarily by aay _Adividual occupant

of a p_rtiDn of lan_."
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