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_" .>.= . Would Russian bases in theIndianOcean be a threatto
;. 0 ,. . .
_... theUnRealStates?. " ".". ._'_
'.....'"' "'-.Would Russian bascsin ti_eCentralPacificOcean be a - .
;. . " threat to the United States? .: • ...- .,

:_"./:' .- These questionscertainlyhave been'askedand answered _,.. .o

,... ; privately withinthe.councilsof .the U.S. Government• : !r""
'":"_ The time isathand when theyoughttobeaskedand an-

• ' ", ".." sweredpublicly, .-,.. .'.. ; , .,
"- _rhereisgoodreasontobelievethattheprivateanswertof# -..o o

:,": '._'i.both questionsis atleasta qualifiedyes,becausesome of

v:.._i " ourpolicymoves areconsistentwiththatar_swer. . .' .!,
_._'-" ::.-' .Thereisa certain'concernthatthere-openingoftheSuez "

, .l..:,. , "'' ....... " " .". -; ., Canal willbringtheRussianNavy intotheIndianOcean m

_... '_"""_reater_orce--reflectedintalkoftheneedtokeep a U.S._
• , , ;i _Jritish. " " "-presenceintheareaas a balance• " " ,.-.,_
i" , ""*:" ::Wearenottryingtodeny IndianOcean basestotheIRus- : -_
_""".,;""'"sians,but thereare expressionsthatwe and theBritish.

-:- ..":: "_houldstay there,too--lestRussia'svoicebecome domi- \
.."" ..:. ' _nantinthearea•(An adjoiningarticlediscussesthese.) :;
l - _.-:"_"TheCentral.PacificsituationisSomewhat different.The

' ,i "-_"-.:Russiansaren'tthereyet,.butthey_orsomeone else--may .,

'_",";i:"'i':-" becoming. , -. . :.,- -;" ." _.!- "Fear ofthisseemsto lieattheheartofourunwillingness
• _':._"totake a chancethatthesix.districtsOfMicronesia.might

!

. :::_..$l_ip_butof U.S.controL_.-• * - ..... .,',,,

_.!".-",._..-.;.. This,inturn,_nakesus unwillingtogrants_If-determina- .:_ "_
_'- •tion.to the Micr0nesiansviaa plebisciteuntilwe aresure _._-. . "...;'. , . ,

.; 'thingswillturn out our way. _talladdsup totherather ..,
,. . _asty situationdescribedby OardinerJones,editorofPa-

: _ " ' i'." "cfficNews,Serv.ice,_nthe.seriercf rrticlesconeludedinthe ..;"

i "., ...- .- . ,co. • "' ....
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.. :.... The Mmroneslanshave embraced theAmerican dream of
• •o° . . -_ ° - . -

I .. :. democracy and self-determination,he pointsout,onlyto !
: " .': findAmericahesitantaboutitsapplicationintheircase. ,

•'' ' " •"i

.... " _'....-The United Statesneedstoask itselfina publicnational:: debate--probablyinCongress---whetheritreallymattersif "i
,:;;....- .some orallofMicronesiaslipsoutofourhands. .
L. • . .. .

'_' • we livenow withtheRussiansinCuba,no fartherfrom i

_.-. '- - Floridathan Maul is from Oahu.We don'tlikeit,butwe

i "2.liveWithit.- _ " . :;. ...... • i
• .."i.'...:We livenow ,_ithRussian'rocketsirainedon _s from tl_e -c

•- _:".(.:.'.'.Russianmainland• . . . " "" " "_• _ _ 1F

_.__." .... or someoneelse at Some future date got bases in Microne-
,. , . sia, thousands of miles away from the U.S. Mainland and " :I

i"' -"'::!:::.".even ranging from 2,000 to 5,000 miles away from Hawaii? "" ,'
.... •Suppose .we arrive "at a situation where we and quite a _

" ";': '" ":"',"": fe_,vothei nations had bascs on the Central Pacific islands? -'
; "• . .?. . .

,: -," : Would thatinjuretheAmerican nationalinterest? !
_:-. ".:-i_Itis hard from heretoseethatitwouldbuti,_thereare
"' "::_ those'in the NationalSecurity•Council,theStateDevart- 'i

•, . :.- ment or thePentagonwho feelotherwise,they Oughttobe
:--? !i:::::heard. • ": "' " "'_'"i " " " '_

; , . Unlessthey•can make a veryStrongcase--andsoon--we

_'. "."..':!., "ought to move ahead with allowing self-determination to : "

• /;! :ol" " "i' .:..:.the people of the Micronesi._n islands. .. . .
The factisthat theywillprobablywant tomaintaina re- ii, '".::" iationshipwith us. ' ....• .. . .

" ]"=." The peopleof tl_e Mariana Islandslying.just north of "'

" Guam want a closeand permanentU.S:rela.tionship,judg-
[_i:.-.:..•:ingby expressions,oftheirLegislature. •-•" "'"':_
; ... The otherfivedistrictsPalau,Yap, Truk. Ponape and 'I
_ _"the Marshalls_appeartowant a looserliaison•withAmeri-

,....."-i_.ca, one in Which theyhave internalautonomy butleanOn •:i
._ the U.S. for foreign affairs representation.
"Y- • ': " They. also appear to want (and theseappear to be the .:_

( ...: , sticking points) full control of their own la'nd (meaning the j
[ "": :';" . rfght to say "no" to U.S. military bases) and the right uni-. ' !
i ":: " " ..,.. :...laterally to sever their U.S. ties at some future date if they t

- "* :";:'':So choose. : : "':" "I
• - ".: _ The.0-hlyover_'idingreasonwhy theUnitecl-Statescould

_ .._ '.:.:notgrant theserequestswould be efea_ofletting.,some
'" ._: othernationintotheislands.Thishardlyseems a problem.?'•° * •

• -. ":-.Let thosewho feelotherwisespeakup and explainthem- ..
"selves.' " "• _ • . , . ,°" ." . . ."
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