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:'::>_::"_ In response to Mr Herbert. Klein s request of March 24,. ,,i,_;;_.'!:"h _

i" 1971, we have examined the editorial of. the Honolulu

;i:!:i;i i}::![ Star Bulletin, entitled "American Colonialism" which}.....<i;._ .:, you enclosed wit({ your letter. The editorial asserted

{:::(.:i,:_!ii that fear of foreign military bases in the Central
Pacific Area, in particular the islands of the Trust

::::,;-;;""i 0 Territory of the Pacific Islands (Micronesia),is the
;;::-.:f<it basis .for the alleged unwi!].ingness of the United States
:.-:.:,:.;, :.I to grant self-determination to the people of Micronesia.

}i:/:"!i
""-"" '-_J The editorial is correct in citing the strategic importance

,<):,._.i_}.i./!I of Micronesia, The military significance of the islandsi;:').;":i-;(:<_; was recognized in 194) when the Trusteeship Agreement
......_-_ .. •between the United States and the Security Council des-

. ...:]{ ignated Mieronesia as a s'trategic area and that
""_ characterization of the islands remains true today. -

=.C. .i The editorial is mistaken, however, in alleging that this
view of the islands' strategic importance results in a

. to the Micronesian people. The Trusteeship Agreement: ' recognized the right of self-determination in providing

]i:i!(i)i:/;:j'ii that.the Un{-ted States shall promote tl_& "dev&-lopment .:.....

i,i:i<!i:: ,i (;" of the inhabitants of the trust territory towards self-government or independence as may be appropriate to the -
• }_..-." "2b

"...-....,v;t _. particular circumstances of the trust territory and its

:."::::':b;;:<7:":'( :} '

...:...._,_ ,
:. ';. " :""i" #, :

""' "v<J ' -_ .... ... <. .
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::,.!-.,:-;-,._ peoples and the freely e>:pressed wishes of the peo]?!es
Z_o__ e _.]It=l]m \'.:,:_S )-'.'_',<,;'v._:. , _ con cerned_" At the time the '_-._-r_ ._ '- - sizned the

]%:..':.:.$ United St_,t,_s did not consider that the "s
{"if{: "" -_ "trateF ic_'

}:;i:<)FC:<!i....._:.::.?:_,;. character of biicronesia was incompatible with this right
oeuerm..matlon_ nor does it believe this to be,,.-:.::. ,.,:_..] to self -_ _ _ -"

I ;':ill! the case today,

I -...i,i! ' Accordingly, we have been working with the Congress of

'. :. Micronesia to reach a satisfactory proposal for the•".i.ii by the United States Congress an.d by the hi_crones-jan
e ,.N¢,.]_n.... :...j.: people. While problems and areas of difference -, "'"

:_::":;}.."i_:_!:' we Shall continue to negotiate with the Hicronesian
_.-:. ]p,g.%{._

leadership to this end. President Nixon has recently
>.,:.'_ :'il ,._! ,
.--: ,_..-., appointed _m_bassador Franklin ll_ydn Wil].iams President
-. .......-,. _ of. the Asia Foundation, as his personal representative

....... =::_ to carry forward these discussions,• .. • "'9.='i I

.... ::_._

. _ _:'{i.... We wish to thank you for forwa_-d_ng your interesting
:-:;:,:'L.;.:i.i e_itorial and would appreciate -V.our use of the above to

I., clarify the question raised therein.

:.•:':---4:,1 -.• - /" .,

:/_J@n Ao Armitage " k/
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• . _._,'-_,%: :_" .! ?

i-

.' ..

:::_:: ::..iiii Mr. ]-lerbertG. Klein ' ..
::::_:;::_t::_..,_:. Director of Communicat_.ons f'Or the
.:_:-_<,--.:__: ..: Executive Branch
<:" :""::_!_ - THE I'_{ITEHOUSE OFFICE -"- ": :'".',-:Y:I h

, ::-'7..< : =.:J.i: :-, .".

..:,-_. .,:i_-,, Washington, D C 20500
" "P _" .-., i!.-

"'':.:''-: . :Y'._L._.,!@ ' : .:' . .

---'" ":.:.. '.' _i - .... - ' "

<.::.:.-.:,_,,...i_ Dear Herb :..... ..... ...,.i_ - • • " " " "
"- .., "i _

• .:/"::+'-.:b"-!:_{ " :"" " .I enc.lose ..our editorial of today entitled ...
.:,v.-.,,-:,'::._-__, American Colonialism. ..il

• "':j: :i " . •
I .._...._ iI :.
l '::...._ i Any a'dministration comment on this point.
| _<:._:.,:..::i.!l would be welcome.;_:.':':,";[:.".:!"&ii " •

• -..: With aloha and best wishes, "
.,. q . . .-

' .,- ,. u • • .

:. • _:" " . " " r ._

:"':' _ _ 1_ _._

-' - " A.A. Smyser , .. :...
I .. ¢

• - '.i_ -- Editor .
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•i i " "-" ' ." - ":'.., .- ;,.. -
• ' -.". :_.:, . . , .. ..:..-. ."":_ , " - ..- Would Russhm bases in _he Ind_an Ocean be a threat to

• -.::.;--":-,.! .: . , . - ..... :,-..., _ .. . ihe Umted States.. " ' "
.:..":,_('i:ii)!:.i_i: . . ' i. . : .'-" :'" ':" ':.":',':.": : " " Would Russian bases in Liie Central Pacific Ocean be a

t]:::i:':;{_;:;::--i!!!; - . " " " -:":," ' :."-(;: ;. ,.":._ " " _hreat to _heUnited States? " . '-- ' "
.': :;:"if:":? - " " " " ."." .:,. _ " .'.:'-" " ! .'] ' , • ' 'rhe_:e auestion_ certainly have been asked and answercct
:'.'-h_;.q;-':tLi! i' : , ..":. .- ...: ":.. i:: :'-.""- ". "..-'.." ...I _rivatelv within the councils of l.he U.S. Government,

•; .... " :- -"...::.":- . ".... .-'.. " ' .". _ .- " - .. ' The tm_e _s at hand when_bey, ought to be asked and ,_..

."."_:..";!:::i-:l-i;' . : .: .' ; .. ;_.:,.".. ..,.i,!!I.:_ ,-: .,,,;e_'edp_b_:cly. " . . , " . o ,.['.(!t;;".:.];f,}iiJ_il;:.• _ .,. 2: . ..•.... ..:..,•:, .- :..:,... ,. , •:.• :_ . :-:. • I'here is good rer_son to belSeve ,ha_ the privateano,'_r to

.)i!)ii_:!:;:iif: ' :. _.,;::.-':,k.".:;;:") ":: :i:i " " .;i "ou_pol_oymo,,es_,_'eeo,s_t_-_t,,-_th_h_tans,ver. •
;Qb/;_,::,:"_j.'.i"" .. i " . - ... ,: ,- :- . ! - " ;- .'l;.he_,eis.a certain "concern tha_ the re-opening of the Suez
_.:, : :1]!:-:;[.i:" . .., _. ............t.':. _i{ ;{ " ;'/-. Z'-' ";:, '. l, ." '. ?-.Canal will'brir ._ the Russian Navy into the Indian Ocean in
• 7. ......=..: ..u . :: . " : , ": ." " ' :" _: _...... ' '[ - "greater :force--rcflecLerl ir_ talL" o_ t.he need to l_c¢l_ a U.S._'. ....'"".i$"-

iil ._; .... British presence ill the area as a. balance.
.. • .. . ..... _'f ,-: ?. . - ._ ': -.. ,

• .-,: ..--'..;.:=:..._ -;',:."-" .v :' }¢.

- :-u- --.-.:i i .:-. : "' . -. : :, -"-" _"_ .-_:-. ..: -...'.'." .-._l 'We are not trying to deny Indian Ocean bases to the Rus-

;!.i'9._:_..,.." - ._- - .'
.... .,.,;,,•/?:] _ - ... . . ..... . _ ,.; .
.,,.._r..,:_._.-.:.:u,:_,_ . " ' " ' ';"" : ':" ":" ' " ':"...'_:':i:_l • • -sians, but lhere age expressions tha_. we and the British

i:", :.:.:'.' ::.-i !!-_ -- ..". should stay there, too--lest l_ussia's voice become domi-

_. . ....-" ;.-...,. _. ... .... _.... !_ '
. • :_:... :.:, • . .: ... :. _" ..... -..:...:;. • ;.

'....: . ."" ... "":. . ,"--.:..'-, " "....:.;;..r:t ' " " nant in the area. (An adjoining article discusses these.)-,: i.ii,' ' _ .... "• : - " . . , • "....... "',.'!'--"',The Central ,Pacific situation is somewhat different. The
• . - " .'."" :-.. i_ "..' "". ":i
..... ' . .-- _ :- " " " :-- _:":' • - _ussians aren't there yet, but they--or•someone else--may

• '.: ,,.:)_-!_il.: ,. ....., ".:-.:.:.t-.-.. - ' " i." ..... .-
.,-,--: :_ ;. • ..i ii.i....,.... ...'_1.""(:".. .... ".. -;.v " " becoming.. . ....-- ,

.i'}.ii... .. ....-.. -... ."i.: .;._:- . . ' ' " Fear of tbis seems to lie £tlhe heart of our unwillingness
_ :i " ." .. .... -'"" '"- .......

• , ., .-:" ." . .. '.... _ •: _ ... . . .......... . :... to take a chance that the six districts of Micronesia might
_ .- - • ..- -" " "...... ,- -.. . ..---" .. ':_ ." slip Out of.U.S, control. -.. " ,

!' " :!".. ":_':.. --..--:"'-...:- ":-:t.... " .... • This, in turn, makes us unwilling to grantself-determina-
)i:::;:".i::_i:_-':;.i-i i'. " " _ " " " ; " tion. to the Ivlicr0nesians via a plebiscite until we are sure
., :,,..-.../ ",_: . , .- ..'.."...,:,,..: : . . _ , '_' _ "-_hings-will _turn qut our _way. It all adds up tothe rather
-!"":;:-.":'h _ - ." .... - " - ' nasty situation described by Gardiner-Jone_Teditor of Pa-
'_...._,:.i_,_x,_._.-:. " - • '- . cific News Service, in the series of articles concluded in the

._:'?:;.:-.;)i;!;:! : . : - . . " . " ' :.-. .." .. Star-Bulletin, today:. .: " . ,;!!.:.:'d.)::i:;_f'5 .-" -'. : - .. - " " " .- " The Mmronemans have embrabed the American dream of
•:':'.,_ ;".;.b"'.'t . • "

>.:;.!. :.= .,;v- ,: : . -. :- : .. democracy and self-d_tern_ir/ati'on, he points out, only to
, ,-'" : ..".. ".:" . . - .find America hesitant about its application in their case.:-,::;-:_::_'::f. -_i_:';_ • .... " -!.;...:-..;,;,_ • ._ . . .......-...

}:!!k./..(-;i.:::] , .. " .-< . ..:,-r. :"..... )"' :: " ' " debate--probably in Congress--whether it really matters if. ... .... . ,.:t :t . The Unitcd States. needs to.ask itself in a public national

-:"".",l :" 4.> -.., . ,. . . ., i . " ..::-/;:.i.:.- some or all of Micronesia slips out of our hands. •
I... -... _ _ .... • . . We hve now _:th the Russians m Cuoa, no.farther _rom
• t " ' ...... '_-'_'""_ " " -, ' ' " ; _ +_,I:. ','- :. -. " " _'.. • "'_"""::'.'-:-t".-" ..... .-...',,.:_,2i " . i'. Florida than Maul is from Oahu V_c _n "ke it, but we
[ • " ..... ." " 72,'-._" ?:."-, .. "'_% : -:' ."",.4,] • live with it.- . " " . " - . " • .

I .......................... - ...... •. "_-,...: ::-i ".; .] :;---- ....... _xr_ ]; .... nu, .w.ith.Russian •rockets trained on us from the

O_




