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3. I Some cyz_ics in the Cox_ress are pointing out that Tmetuclfl

_,_ cm_ afford to object to civil service pay increases sa_d EDLF-loans <,!
A_,_onToWo.: I "_ Con_res_uen. :Io is one of the wealthier men of Palau, and is

Ialready getti,_ loans from U.S. and Japa_%ese commercial bankii_
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Dower. st_acture; ',n,__ost i,_luential m_a'oer of bhe Pal_aan delegation,
_Ld o,Ae o£ 5h,,_.twoor ti,_'eemo_% politically influential leaders of Palau.

He t_ms will always have considerable support for his views among the

other leaders of _alau, and among some but not all of the other members

of the Palau_i delegation. So_ator S"_3_iistill favors free a_sockation

over in0ependence whild ,_epresentaLive Polycarp Hasilius would prob6u_v
_,o ior a modi1"ied form o£ Comuonwealtn status. ?,._etuchl's views will

•also have scattered suppor_ in other delegations 9 particularly the

_nlkese in 5erms of the independence issue and }Q_rianas sepa_atlon.

h. _etucnl_h_,Aself is cagey about his views, bud is beL%_ved oy ._st

to be strongly in favor of Pk=lau_ independence, possibly s_parately from

the re_t of the territory. HG has told some (including the reporting oi'£icer

that Palau would accept Co_mmonwealt_, status "if the land _id war cla_,,s

questions are satisfactorily settled in advance." That particular kind
of stat_aent can and should be taken with a tlrUCMload of salt.
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THANK 'You, MR. PRESIDENT :

AS YOU CAN SEE, GENTLEMEN, I AM NOT BOYCOTTING OUR SPECIAL SESSION,

IN SPITE OF CERTAIN RUMBLINGS OF MY COLLEAGUES TO THE CONTRARY DURING MY

EARLY ABSENCE.

IN MY FIRST REMARKS THIS SESSION, I WANT TO THANK THE PEOPLE OF

TRUK FOR TIIErR WARM HOSPITALITY AND THE CORDIAL FEELING THEY IIAVE EXTENDED

TOWARD TIIE MEMBERS AND STAFF OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA. I HAVE BEEN

ESPECIALLY IMPRESSED BY THE RAPID REPAIR TO BUILDINGS AND FACILITIES

THAT HAS OCCURRED, ENABLING US TO DELAY DUR SESSION FOR ONLY A

MINIblUM OF TWO DAYS. YOUR GRACIOUS MANNERS HAVE DONE MUCH TO MAKE US FEEL

THAT TRUK TRULY IS THE HOME OF THE CONGRESS.

BUT THESE ARE THE LAST LIGHT WORDS I WILL UTTER TODAY. FOR I AM

STANDING BEFORE YOU NOT FOR THE PURPOSE OF EXPRESSING HAPPY, ENJOYABLE

SENTIMENTS, BUT FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING VERY SOLEMN THOUGHTS AND

OPINIONS I HAVE HARBORED FOR MANY MONTHS.

I HAVE SHARED MY INNERMOST FEELINGS WITH MEMBERS OF BOTH THE HOUSE

OF REPRESENTATIVES AND THE SENATE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS DURING THE PAST

SIX YEARS. MORE THAN ONCE MY IDEAS HAVE BEEN CALLED RADICAL AND PROMPTLY

HAVE BEEN REJECTED OUT OF HAND BY MY COLLEAGUES. AND ALTHOUGH SOME OF

MY IDEAS ARE NOW BECOMING ACCEPTABLE, I AM GOING TO SPEAK TO YOU OF

HIGHLY CONSERVATIVE IDEAS -- SO CONSERVATIVE, IN FACT, ;HAT T.HEy DEAL_WITH

NOTHING LESS THAN THE SURVIVAL OF OUR IDENTITY AS A PEOPLE.
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•GENTLEMEN_ WE }lAVE REACIIED THE CRISIS STAGE IN OUR CHOICE OF A

FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS, AND WE ARE REFUSING TO DEAL WITH TIIE ISSUE.

SEVF.'RAL CONTINUING PRACTICES' AND NEW EVENTS WHICH HAVE OCCURRED SINCE" THE

ADJOURNMENT OF TIIE THIRD CONGRESS IN AUGUST, 1970, HAVE GREATLY DISTURBED ME

AND AT THE SAME TIME, NAVE" PROPELLED TIIE STATUS ISSUE TO A CRISIS STAGE.

WE CONGRESSMEN HAVE BEEN ENGAGING IN ACTIVITIES, CONSCIOUSLY OR

UNCONSCIOUSLY, WHOSE CONTINUATION CAN ONLY RESULT IN OUR POPULATION OF

100,000 BEING ABSORBED INTO THE 220 MILLION PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES,

ITS TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS.

WE SPEAK BRAZENLY AMONG OURSELVES OF INDEPENDENCE. WE TALK BOLDLY

OF DEFYING THE MIGHTIEST NATION ON EARTH. MORE IMPORTANT, WE WANT 0OR

IDENTITY TO BE RECOGNIZED WITHIN THE COUNCIL OF NATIONS.

OUR ACTIVITIES, HOWEVER, ARE INCONSISTENT WITH THESE DESIRES AND

GOALS. wEAPPROVE FIVE-YF.'AR PLANS CONTAINING LONG-RANGE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS

WIIICII CAN ONLY COMMIT US TO A PEId4ANENT ASSOCIATION WITH THE UNITED STATES.

WE SEND OUR BUDGET COMMITTEE TO TNE" CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO TELL

THE A[._h'RIC21NS TZIAT WE APPROVE A BUDGET THAT REFLECTS A VERY WASTEFUL AND

EXPENSIVE SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT, A SYSTEM TOTALLY FOP--_IGN TO OUR WAYS AND

ONE WHICH HAS NOT WORKED FOR US.

IS SUCH A BUDGET REALLY "IN FURTHERANCE OF THE GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS OF

THE MiCRONESIAN PEOPLE" IF THOSE GOALS AND ASPIRATIONS BE INDEPENDENCE OR

FREE ASSOCIATION?

CAN WE REALLy APPROVE THE RECENT_ 6_ :PAY INCREASE-PROVIDED -FOR

MICRON_'SIAN EMPLOYEES AND STILL CHOOSE ANy STATUS OTHER THAN SUBSERVIENCE

-- 2 --
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TO THE UNITED STATES? _Nf_Y NOTJ AND YET OUR BUDGET REPRESENTATIVES

TOLDTHEUNITEDSTATESCONGRrS_THaTi_AD FROMB_ET STATEME_"THIS

SALARY INCREASE IS ESSENTIAL iTO ATTRACT AND ENCOURAGE MICRONESIANS TOb

ENTER GOVERNMENT SERVICE."

I SUBMIT, DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUES, THAT SALARY INCREASES PROVIDED

L BY THE GOVERNMENT TO MICRONESIANS CAN ONLY MAKE OUR PEOPLE COMMITTED
TO A LIFESTYLE OF WASTEFUL CONSUMPTION, A LUXURY WHICH A DEVELOPING

ECONOMY SUCH AS OURS CANNOT AFFORD. AND ALTHOUGH IT IS MUCH EASIER

TO SIT BEHIND A DESK IN AN AIR_.CONDITIONED DFFICE AND COLLECT A SALARZ

" THAN IT IS TO STAY ON A FISHING BOAT FOR THREE DAYS AT A TIME OR TO LABOR

UNDER A HOTSUN HARVESTING CROPS; <SUCH IS NOT THE WAY TO A SELF-SUFFICIENT

ECONOMY . i

i

_ IN ADDITION, MANY CONGRESSMEN HAVE BEEN BORROWING MONEY HEAVILY FROM

_i THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT _0 FINANCE BUSINESS ENTERPRISES. THIS IS A

MOST DANGEROUS PRACTICE, AND WILL NOT PERMIT TRULY INDEPENDENT BARGAINING

'\ ON OUR PART WHEN THE TIMECOMES ;FOR NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES.

THE BIBLE, IN PROVERBS, CHAPTER 22, VERSE 7, STATES THAT THE "BORROWER

IS THE SERVANT OF THE LENDER."

SIMILARLY, A BORROWER WHO IS HEAVILY IN DEBT TO HIS CREDITOR IS

HARDLY IN A POSITION TO • DEMAND ANYTHING OF HIS CREDITOR, AND THE

OUTSTANDING DEBT PROVIDES AN EXCELLENT LEVER WHICH CAN BE USED AT EITHER

OF THE TWO ENDS TO PRY A COMMONWEALTH STATUS -- THAT IS, EITHER BY THE

THREAT OF FORECLOSURE OR, MORE LIKELY, THE PROMISE OF MORE LOAN MONEY.

- 3 -
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MY COLLEAGUE FROM PALAU !HAS SAID THE UNITED STATES WILL EITHER BUY

US OR ANNEX US. I THINK THE INCREASED SALARIES AND READILY AVAILABLE

LOAN MONEY MAKE IT CLEAR WHICH OFTHE TWO ALTERNATIVES oUR NEGOTIATING

OBPONENT HAS CHOSEN.

OUR ACTIONS IN THIS REGARD HAVE NOT GONE UNNOTICED, ?ITHER. OUR

SONS AND DAUG]]TERS WHO ARE RECENT COLLEGE GRADUATES AND WHO ARE ATTENDING

COLLEGE NOW IfAVE ACCUSED US OF WORKING WITH THE TRUST TERRITORY GOVERNMENT,

ALTHOUGH UNCONSCIOUSLY, TO UNDERMINE THE STATUS NEGOTIATIONS BY RENDERING

THE CHOICE OF A FUTURE STATUS MEANINGLESS. THEIR TWO MOST PROMINENT

PUBLICATIONS, "THE YOUNG MICRONESIANS" PUBLISHED AT THE UNIVERSITY OF

HAWAII, AND THE "SURVIVING MICRONESIAN", PUBLISHED AT THE •UNIVERSITY OF

GUAM, CONTINUALLY DECRY THE FACT THAT BY FAILING TO DEAL WITH THE STATUS

ISSUE WE ARE •PERMITTING THE CHOICE TO BE MADE FOR US BY DEFAULT.

IN THE MEANTIME, SINCE OUR ADJOURNMENT LAST AUGUST, THE UNITED STATES

HAS TAKEN SIGNIFICANT ACTION. IT HAS APPOINTED A LIASON OFFICER FROM

ITS STATE DEPARTMENT TO REPORT REGULARLY ON ALL POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS IN

TIlE TRUST TERRITORY. TIIAT GENTLEMAN HAS BEEN WITH US CONSTANTLY, MONITORING

OUR ATTITUDES AND OPINIONS. I BEAR NO ILL WILL AGAINST HIM FOR THIS.

IT IS HIS JOB,• AND HE HAS TOLD US THIS MANY TIMES.

IN ADDITION, our NEGOTIATING OPPONENT HAS RECENTLY APPOINTED A MAN

WITH THE STATUS OF AMBASSADOR TO ACT AS THE PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE OF

THE WHITE HOUSE TO THE POLITICAL STATUS NEGOTIATI(JNS.
e

AND WHAT HAS THIS CONGRESS DONE SINCE ITS ADJOURNMENT LAST AUGUST?

SADLY, THIS AUGUST BODY, EACH OF WHOSE MEMBERS IS A DEPOSITORY OF THE

DREAMS_D IDEALEOFA MICRO_SIA_HELDIN_TEEM ANDHONORAMON__E

NATIONS OF THE EARTH, HAS LAIN ALMOST DORMANT.

-4-
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DURING THIS PERIOD OUR BROTIIERS IN THE MARIANAS IIAVE BEEN OVERCOME

BY IMPATII_'NCI_', AND HAVE UNDERTAKEN UNILATERAL MEASURES _0 SECEDE FROM THE

TI_UST TERRITORY. THL" MOST RECENT EVIDENCE OF TIIEIR DISSATISFACTION WITH

THE TRUST TERRITORY ADMINISTRATION AND WITH THIS CONGRESS IS THEIR FAILURE

TO ATTEND THIS SPECIAL SESSION.

OUR BROTHERS ARE NOT HERE, YET WE BLANDLY PROCEED, WITH NO EFFORT TO

PROMOTE DISCUSSIONS •WITH THEM OR TO DISCUSS THE CRISIS AMONG OURSELVES.

OUR INACTIVITY IN THIS REGARD _NDICATES THAT OUR RESOLVE ON THE STATUS
'_ ,.

ISSUE IS WEAKENING, THAT OUR DETERMINATION TO CONTROL OUR FUTURE IS

' I i_ _

WAVERING. MY COLLEAGUES, I AM NOT SO SURE_('THAT THE TYPHOON WHICH DEVASTATED

TIIIS .BEAUTIFUL LAND ON THE VERY EVE OF OUR CONVENING WAS NOT, IN FACT, AN

OMEN. IT COULD WELL BE A SIGN TIIAT THE DAYS OF THE TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT

AND THE TRUST TERRITORY ADMINISTRATION ARE NUMBERED. IT COULD ALSO HAVE

BEEN A WARNING THAT UNLESS WE BEGIN TO DEAL WITH OUR FUTURE POLITICAL

STATUS EXTENSIVELY, AND PERHAPS EXCLUSIVELY, THE DAYS OF OUR IDENTITY AS

MICRONESIANS ARE NUMBERED.

AS FOR ME, GENTLEMEN, I CANNOT AND WILL NOT CONTINUE TO APPROVE

BUDGETS REFLECTING EXPENSIVE AND WASTEFUL FOREIGN GOVERNMENTAL PROCEDURES.

I CI__NOT AND WILL NOT C_TTINUE TO.._DPROVE PAY RAISES THAT TEACH OUR PEOPLE

TO BUY CARS FOR THEMSELVES BEFORE THEY PROVIDE ADEQUATE HOMES FOR THEIR

FAMILIES, PAY RAISES THAT MAKE US EVER MORE DEPENDENT ON OUTSIDE INCOME,

AND EVER MORE SUBSERVIENT TO •FOREIGN CONTROL. I CANNOT AND WILL NOT

PERMIT THE DECISION OF MY FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS TO BE MADE BY DEFAULT.

- rjAUSE--j-_ ...... ' ..........
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THE LEGISLATORS FROM THE MARIANAS HAVE TAKEN A STRONG POSITION WITH

REGARD TO TIIEIR FUTURE STATUS. THEIR ACTIONS, PERHAPS, MAY BE TOO RADICAL.

L'UT TIIERE ARE PEOPLE IN OTIIER DISTRICTS WHO CAN UNDERSTAND THEIR IMPATIENCE.

TIIESE PEOPLE, TOO, DESIRE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION TO THE RESOLUTION OF THEIR

FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS. THEY WATCH THE PROGRESS OF THE MARIANA ISLANDS

DISTRICT IN ITS UNILATERAL STATUS ACTIVITY, WITH TIIE EXPECTATION• TIIAT TIIE

TIME _ZAY SOON BE NEAR WHEN THEY TOO CAN NO LONGER PERMIT SLUGGISH INACTIVITY

TO FORFEIT THEIR DREAM OF A PERMANENT IDENTITY AMONG THE NATIONS OF THE

WORLD.

I THINK THERE IS NO MORE URGENT MATTER "THAT THIS CONGRESS CAN

CONSIDER THAN THE FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS OF ITS CONSTITUENTS. ALL OTHER

ACTIVITY IS MERELY EXERCISE, THE RESULTS OF WHICH MUST, IN MOST CASES,

. PROPERLY AWAIT THE OUTCOME OF THE STATUS QUESTION.

' OUR COURSE OF ACTION IS CLEAR. WE MUST REQUEST THE oTHER FOUR MEMBERS

OF THE MARIANAS DELEGATION TO COME HERE AND DISCUSS WITH US THE DIRECTION

' THEY WILL TAKE. AT THE SAME TIME, WE MUST EXAMINE OUR OWN POSITIONS, AND THE

COURSE UPON WHICH WE WISH TO EMBARK.. IF WE DO NOT DO THIS, WE HAVE NO OTHER

CHOICE BUT TO ENDORSE THE MARIANAS' DESIRE FOR COMMONWEALTH, PERMIT THEM

TO PROCEED ON THEIR SINGULAR ROUTE, AND WISH THEM GODSPEED.

VERY EARLY I REMARKED HOW IMPRESSED I WAS WITH THE COOPERATIVE EFFORT

TiIAT POURED FORTII FROM TIIE PEOPLE OF TRUK SO THAT THE CONGRESS COULD MEET

WITH A MINIMUM OF DELAY. WE MUST NOW ADOPT THIS SPIRIT OF COOPERATION

AND SYMPATIIY TO PROMOTE IIARMONY AND MUTUALITY OF PURPOSE IN SEEKING A

RESOLUTION TO THE POLITICAL STATUS QUESTION.

I HAVE ALSO TOLD YOU THAT THE IDEAS I WOULD EXPRESS TODAY WOULD BE

CONSERVATIVE, AND THEY HAVE BEEN. THEY WERE ADDRESSED TO NOTHING LESS

TIIAN THE SURVIVAL OF OUR MICRONESIAN IDENTITY AND MY GREAT FEAR IS THAT

OUR INACTIVITY ON THE STATUS QUESTION, ALONG WITH SIGNIFICANT TRENDS AND
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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, WILL SOON FQRECLOSE ANY MEANINGFUL CIIOICE FOR

US. OUR FAILURE TO TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION ON THE STATUS QUESTION WILL

INDICATE TO THE WORLD THAT WE ARE WEAK, AND THAT WE ARE NOT READY FOR

_V,Y STATUS OTHER THAN SERFDOM.
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