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UNCLAS (SECTION I OF If)

CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA)
TRUK, MAY. 12 (MNSI---THE MARIANAS DELEGATIONIS BOYCOTTOF THE

FOURTH_ SPECIAL SESSION OF. THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA HAS ENDED,
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FOUR OF THE FIVE MEMBERS OF THE DELEGATION ARE NOW IN TRUKs FOL-

WOWING_ THE ARRIVAL WEDNESDAY iMAY 12) OF SENATORS OLYMPIO! BORJA

AND_ EDWARD PAN_ELINAN AND_ REPRESENTATIVE CARLOS. SHODA,
THE ONLY MEMBER OF THE. DELEGATION NOT NOW PARTICIPATING IN

THE SPECIAL SESSION IS REPRESENTATIVE HERMAN GUERRERO WHOs AC-
CORDING TO SENATORPANGELINAN# HAS: "PERSONAL" REASONS FOR NOT
COMING TO TRUK, HE IS NOT EXPECTED TO JOIN HIS CQLLEAGUES..AT
THE, SESSION, THE FIFTH MEMBER OF THE DELEGATIONs REPRESENTATIVE
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FELIPE ATAblGs ARRIVED iNTRUK SATURDAY,

BOTH THE SENATE AND THE HOUSE POSTPONED THE_ START OF THEIR
WEDNESDAY MORNING SESSIONS IN ORDER THAT THE ;CONGRESS. LEADERSHIP
COULD GO TO THE. TRUK AIRPORT AND GREET THE MARIANAS MEMBERS,
THEY WERE GREETED IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE OTHER CONGRESS:.MEMBERS:
HAD BEEN WHEN THEY ARRIVEDs WITH COLORFULI LEIS AND MARMA_S,
SENATOR PANGEL£NAN SAID HE AND THE. OTHERS WERE ,VERY GRAYEFUL"
FOR THIS WARM RECEPTIONAND FOR-THE HOSPITALITY OF THE. PEOPLE OF
TRUK,

FROM THE AIRPORTs THE MEN DROVE DIRENTLY TO THE DISTRICT

LEGiSLATUREBUILDINGJ WHERE THE DELAYED SESSIONS THEN BEGAN

WITH, SENATORS. BORJA AND PANGELINAN, AND REPRESENTATIVE SHODA
RESPONuANu TO THE RO_. _A_L. FOR THE FIRST TIME, BEFORE BORJA

AND SHODA ANSWERED WHEN. THEIR NAMES WERECALLEDs HOWEVER_ EACH

MADE A BRIEF STATEMENT, THEY PLEDGED TO WORK HARMONIOUSLY WITH

THE CONGRESS FOR THE- GOOD.-OF ALL. MICRONESIA DURING. THE. SSSS.!ONJ
DESPITE THEIR EARLY ABSENCE AND'THEIR DIFFERENCES ON THE QUESTION
OF FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS,

iN THE SENATE THERE: WERE NO BILLS ON THE. CALENDAR FOR FINAL:

ACTIONa BUT THE VOTE 0N ONE JOINT RESOLUTION SPARKED A LENGTHY
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DEBATE, THE RESOLUTION WAS. TO DIRECT THE JOINT BUDGET COMMI.TTEE
TO SET ASIBE FUNDS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF:A FUTURE PERMANENT.CAP-ITAL,
OF MICRONESIA, SEVERAL. SENATORS-THOUGHT THEY SAW AN IMPL.ICATION
IN THE RESOLUTIONa AND SENATOR AMBILOS. IEHSI (PONAHE) VICED IT
WHEN HE ASKEDs "ARE WE MOVING OUT OF SAIPAN? WHAT IS WRONG WITH
THE PRESENT CAPITOL OF MICRONESIA?"
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SENATOR ISAAC LANWl (MARSHALLS) RESPONDED THAT "SAIPAN AS

THE CAPITOL OF MICRONESIA IS JUST TEMPORARY, THE LOCATION OF

OUR CAPITOL IS UP TO THE MICRONESIAN PEOPLE,"

THIS PROMPTED SENATOR PANGELINAN TO COMMENT THAT" "IF WE

ARE LOOKING FOR A PLACE. TO HOLD THE CONGRESS SESSIONSs I THINK.

SAIPAN CAN OFFER THE NECESSARY FACILITIES, I AM ALSO AWARE THAT

THE QUESTION OF A PERMANENT CAPITOL. FOR MICRONESIA HAS POLITICAL

OVERTONESs" HE, CONTINUED_ "BUT I FEEL THAT WE' MUST RESOLWE THE

POLITICAL STATUS QUESTION BEFORE WE SET A PERMANENT CAPITOL OF
MICRONES.IA_"

HIS COLLEAGUE FROM THE. MARIANAS} SENATOR BORJAs SAID HE DID
NOT FEEL THIS WAS THE TIME TO DISCUSS APPROPRIATING FUNDSFOR;
A PERMANENT CAPITALs SUGGESTINGTHAT THE MONEY COULD BE USED
FOR BETTER PURPOSES "AT THIS TIME," SENATOR BORJA ALSO SAIDa
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"WE WOULD.LIKE TO SEE THE_ TRUST TERRITORY HELD TOGETHER AT THIS
TIME, SAIPAN IS NOW THE PRovISIONAL_ CAPITOL. OF MICRMNESIA AND
WE WOULD LIKE IT TO REMAIN SO,"

SENATOR LANWI RESPONDED THAT "IF THE MARIANAS WANTS TO SECEDE
FROM THE TRUST TERRITORYm WHY NOT FIND ANOTHER SITE?"

THE DEBATE HAD VERY MUCH THE QUALITY OF A DISCUSSION THAT
EVERYONE WAS READY' TO GET INTO AT THE DROP OF- A SUGGESTIONs AND
AT THIS POINT SENATOR ANDON AMARAICH (TRUK) POINTED OUT' THAT THE
DEBATE WAS CONSIDERABLY OFF THEPOINT, "THE' QUESTION OF WHERE
HEADQUARTERS WiLL BE .LOCATED IS NOT INCLUDED IN THIS RESOLUTIONs"
HE SAID, "BUT NO MATTER. WHERE YOU WANT TO BUILDs YOU ARE GOING

TO NEED MONEYs" AND THE PURPOSE OF. THE RESOLUTION I_ SIMPLY TO
SET ASIDE. THAT MONEYs HE SAID,

THERE WAS ST:ILL_ MORE_DEB.A_Es _.O_WE_ERs WI_H_H.E SENATORS FROM
THE-MARIANAS MAKING THE POINT THAT THE CONGRESS IS WELCOME- ON
SAIPANs ANB MAINTAINING THEIR BELIEF THAT THE RESOLUTION CARRIED
WITH IT THE IMPLICATION THAT THE CONGRESS WANTS TO MOVE THE
CAPITOL OF MICRONESIA TO SOMEOTHER DISTRICT, BUT THE RESOLUTION
EVENTUALLY WAS ADOPTED OVER THEIR OBJECTIONS,

ONE OTHER JOINT RESOLUTION ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY BY THE; SENATE
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REQUESTS THE DIRECTOR OF THE PEACE CORPSs MICRONEISIA_ TO "REPLACE

AS. sooN AS IS PRACTICAL. ALL AMER_ICAN PEACE CORPS DI§TRIC¥-
DIRECTORS _ITH MICRONEISIANS," BOTH JOINT RESOLUTIONS NOW GO

TOTHE. HOUSE FOR FURTHER CONSIDERATION,
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVESj THE HOUSE. VERSION OF THE

PROPOSED MERIT SYSTEM ACT WAS UP; FOR SECOND AND FINAL READING

WEDNESDAYs BUT IN A CLOSE VOTE THAT CALLED FOR A DIVISION OF

THE HOUSEa THE BILL WAS DEFERREDFOR ONE DAY,
IN. REPORTING ON THE. BILLJ THE CHAIRMAN OF_ THE COMMITTEE ON

JUDICIARY AND GOVERNMENTAL_ RELATIONSa REPRESENTATIVE OWTER PAUL
(PONAPE)a STRONGLY URGED ITS PASSAGE, HE. SAID IT IS SUCH. AN.
IMPORTANT PIECK OF LEGISLATION THAT IT SHOULD BE PASSED "DESPITE
CERTAIN IMPERFECTIONS AND INEQUITIES IN THE. BILL IN ITS _RESENT
FORM,"

PAUL SAID TWO REASONS FOR PA§SING THE BILL ARE THAT ITWILL
BE A SIGNIFICUNT IMPROVEMENT IN THE PRESENT PAY SYSTEM FOR

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEESJ AND IT CALLS- FOR THE FIRST EFFORTOF THE

CONGRESS TO HELP DEVISE A PAY PLAN FOR MICRONEISAN EMPLOYEES OF
THE: GOVERNMENT_HE EXPRESSED HIS DISATISFACTIONs HOWEVERa OVER
THE FACT THAT THE BILL. IN ITS PRESENT FORM WILL NOT CARRYOUT
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