
TWO BILLS DESIGNED TO EXPLOIT FISHERIES
POTENTIAL IN THE CENTRAL & WESTERN PACIFIC

There are two bills now before Congress, H.R. 4380 and

H.R. 8966, either of which, if successful could have con-

siderable impact upon the establishment of fisheries and

related industries on a significant scale in the Central

and Western Pacific. These bills have the interest and

support of many members of Congress as well as the American

fishing and processing industries. The bills call for an

appropriation of 3 or 4 million dollars (depending upon the

bill) which would be administered by either the Department

of the Interior or the Department of Commerce. Development

goals would be pursued through the Pacific'Islands Develop-

ment Commission, an organization composed of the Chief

Executives of Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa and the Trust

Territory of the Pacific Islands. Objectives include the

establishment of a U.S. flag fishing presence as well as

extensive native exploitation of fisheries resources.

Freezing and processing plants are also envisioned and the

entire operation with related activities could give a

significant boost to economic development in the Trust
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, Territory. It is significant to note that the Governor of

American Samoa recently reported that some 36 million

dollars were realized last year from Samoan fish exports

and associated endeavors.
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IN TIIE HOUSE OF IlEPRESENTATIVES

FEm_mm_ 17, 1971

Mrs. MINK introduced the following bill; which was referred 1o the Com-
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries

} :

.- A B LL
J

To authorize ,a program for the development of a tuna fishery

• in the Central and Western Pacific Ocean.

i Be it enacted by the _S'enate and House of lfepresenta-

2 tives of the United States of America i_ Congress assembled,

3 That this Act may be cited as the "Central and Western

4 :Pacific Tuna ]_lshery Development Act".

5 SEe. 2. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to

6 carry out, directly or by contract, a three-yeaa" program for

7 the development of the latent tuna resources of the Central

8 and Western :pacific Ocean. The program shall inch, de but

9 not be limited to tuna exploration and tuna stock assessment,
2534 ,,-

10 improvement of harvesting tcclmiques, gear development,
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__- _ 1 biological resource monitoring, and .an economic evalm_tioh

2 of the potential for a ttm_ fishery in such area.

3 SEC. 3. In carrying ,out the purposes of this Act, the

4 Secretal 7 of the Interior shall consult and cooperate With

5 the State of :Kawaii, the g0venunents of American S_moa

6 aald Guam, and the Office of the High Commissioner of the

, 7 Trust Ten'itory of the Pacific Islands, educ_tional institu-

8 tions, aad the commercial fishing industry.

9 SEe. 4. The Secretary of the Interior shall submit to

10 the President and the Congress, not later than June 30, °

11 1974, a complete report with respect to his activities pur-

l2 suant to this Act, the results of such activities, and any recom-

i 13 mendations he may have its a restflt of such activities.

14 : S_c. 5. There is authorized to be appropriated for the

: 15 period beginning July 1, 1971 and ending June 30, 1974,

16 the sum of 83,000,000 to carry out tim purposes of this Act.

17 Stuns appropriated pursuant to this section shall remain ava.il-

18 able until expended.
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•" IN TtIE tIOUSE OF EEPRESENTATIVES

• JrJNz 7, 1971 I

Mr. _ATSUNAGA introduced the following bill ; which was referred _o tile Com-
mittee on Mierchal_ Marine and Fisheries

A  !ILL
To authorize a. program for the developnlent of fisheries re-

sources in the Central, Western, and South Pacific.

1 Be it c_mctcd by !he So)role and Hou,se of Representa-

2 rives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

3 That this Act may be cited as the "Central, Western, and

,t SoutihPacific i'" "]?M_enesDevelopment:'_ ""2"_el; .

5 SEe. 2. The govermneuts of tile State of Hawaii, Ameri-

6 -can Samo'a_ Guam_ and the Trust Terrltory-_o[ the Pheific

7 Islands, having recognized the importance of cooperative

8 development eft'ort, fornwd the Pacific Islands Development

9 Commissiou il_February c..-1.}t0. The Commission, which con-

10 si._tsof the N_h,f¢'xe_'lltives _f tlwsc /_w'rmnent:, Ires s,mgl,t

1i to em:olir_lgefile deveh_l_l_wnt_1the l_ltmlt[isherics resources
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-' i 1 of the Central, Western, and South Pacific as a means of

2 : _ 2 expanding and diversifying tile econonfies of its members and

3 _o provide employnmn:t for theh' growing labor forces. The
: . -. ".,...

4. Commission has cooperated with the United Statcs tmu_ in-

5 dustry and the illd,stryhas pledged some 821.2,000 toward

.. -_,-- 6 ,_.fisheries devcloi_nleJ_tfund. The Commissio_i h'as organized
• :.'i '.. {': " ";'-'" ' : ' ' ''' : : " . ; - " _ " • " : ' ' ,.' !

..... "Deveh'l)in i' ' ' "7 a Mai'ihe I/esom:ees en Committee consisting of

._, 8 ,fisheries officials from each of the respective governments, the.... ,. :..:" . ,. .

9"tram canning companies and the boatowners associations to

10 undm't.akc the fisheries development program under its policy

11 direction.

12 SEe. o.9 .The Secretary of Commerce is m_thorized to con-

13 ti:act wi!h .tlm PaCific Islands Dei:elopn?ent Commission to
• i " , _ .f. • ..'_ _: ..

" 14 undm'take a three-year program for the development of the

15 tuna resources of the Central, Western, and South Pacific...

1 1"_ 3 (1"16 Du,_Le, the ru.¢_-,',r the nrao'rnm (mrlm'tnl,'on'by the Com-

17 mission will include cxplorat.ion in the Central and South
• i ; "" . ".

18. Pacific by: largo modern purse seiners and medium size bait

•19 boats; in the Western Pacific I)3, medium size purse seiners
:!:-, ... .. .-. _ " . .,

20- and bait 1)oa,tSof various types With gear modifi(:ittim_ and
• " f. "'" - ." • I , .. '..

21 expenses to be borne by the commercial vessels raider con-:....• _ .. . ',

22 tract. Aerial survey ,se,uthlg will be utilized ,to assist in spot-

23 ting fish schools.
,. , ..

24 _ ,_,Ec. 4. 3,fI(':"the fi:=-:t,":,," t]:c _'(::_Ill:;j (,., v,'ill I.: " -".... '] L'.\ _{.:',_ L'tt

25 and the se(.,(m(lyear's pro_'ra.m(levoloped lms(,d'' on the first
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"'i 1 year's experience. The Secretary of Oommcrce Shall submit

: . _ 2 to the Presidm_t and the Congress, by June 30, 1973, ,_corn--

3 plcte rei)org on the activities pursuant :_o_thlsAct, the results

4 of such actMties and reeommen_a:tions as to the continuance

5 of this program, a.nd the form that any future program shotfld

6 _ke. -,

• 7 SEe. 5. There is authorized ,to be ,N)propria_tedthe stun

: 8 of 84,000,000 _o can'y out the purposes of ,tlhisA'et. Sums
5 ....

9 appropriated pursuant to this section sha:ll remain available
- - .:..

" :' 10 until e_t)ended. -
:: - y

,,4 "-"
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