£

Jone
=z - F)

TWd BILLS DESIGNED TO EXPLOIT FISHERIES
POTENTIAL IN THE CENTRAL & WESTERN PACIFIC

There are two bills now before Congress, H.R. 4380 and
H.R. 8966, either of which, if successful could have con-
siderable impact upon the establishment of fisheries and
related industries on a significént scale in the Central
and Western Pacific. These bills have the interest and
support of many members of Congress as well as the American
fishing and processing industries. The bills call for an
appropriation of 3 or 4 million dollars (depending upon the
bill) which would be administered by either the Department
of the Interior or the Department of Commerce. Development
goals would be pursued through the Pacific Islands Develop-
ment Commission, an organization composed of the Chief
Executives of Hawaii, Guam, American Samoa and the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands. Objectives include the
establishment of a U.S. flag fishing presence as well as
extensive native exploitation of fisheries resources.
Freezing and processing plants are also envisioned and the
entire operation with related activities could give a

significant boost to economic development in the Trust
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Territory. It is significant to note that the Governor of
American Samoa recently reported that some 36 million
dollars were realized last year from Samoan fish exports

and associated endeavors.
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R. 4380

IN THE HOUSE OTF REPRESENTATIVIES

Fepruary 17,1971

Mrs. Mixx introduced the following bill; which was referred to the Tom-
mittee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries

A BILL

- To authorize a program for the development of a tuna fishery

in the Central and Western DPacific Ocean.
1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Itepresenta-
2 twes of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
3 That this Act may he cited as the “Central and Western

4 Pacific Tuna Fishery Development Aet”.

5] "~ SEc. 2. r'l‘he Secretary of threi Interior ié éuthoriécd 't.o
6 carry out, directly or by contract, a three-year program for
T the dovelopmenﬁ of the latent tuna resources of the Central
8 and Western Pacific Ocean. The program shall include but
9

not be limited to tuna exploration and tuna stock assessment,

10 improvement of harvesting techniques, gear development,

025347

I



Al

© o -3

9
biological resource monitoring, and an economic evaluation
of the potential for a tuna fishery in such arvea. |

Stc. 3. In carrying out the burpoées -of this Aect, the
Secretary of thé Interior shall consult and cooperate with
the State of Hawaii, the governments of American Sdmoa
and Guam, and the Office of the High Commissioner of the
Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, educational institu-
tions, and the commercial fishing industry.

SEc. 4. The Secretary of the Interior shall submit to

the President and the Congress, not later than June 30,

1974, a domplete report with respect to his activities pur-

suant to this Act, the results of such activities, and any recom-
mendations he may have as a result of such activities.

Smc. 5. There is authorized to he appropria.téd for the
period beginning July 1, 1971, and ending June 30, 1974,
the sum of $3,000,000 to carry out the purposes of this Act.
Sums appropriated pursnant to this sectioh shall remain avail-

able until expended.
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A BILL
To authorize a program for the development of

a tuna fishery in the Central and Western
Pacific Ocean.

By Mrs. MINk

FEBRUARY 17,1971

Referred to the Committee on Merchant Marine and
’ Fisheries

“~
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 7,1971 : ]

Mr. MaTsuxaga intr oduo('d the following bill: which w as referred to the Com-
mittee on Merchant M.ume and Fisheries

A RBII I,
To authowo a program for the development of fisheries re-

sourees in the Central, \Ve\tem and South Pacific.

Be it enacted b!/ _ﬂw Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Oonqress assembled,
That this Act may be cited as the “Centml \Vestem and
South Pacific Fisheries Development Aect”.

Sic. 2. The oovommcnts of the State of Haw: ail, Ameri-
-ean Samen; Guam, {md the Trust "‘i“errit()ry’ of the "Phciﬁc
Islands, having recognized the importance of cooperative

development cffort, formed the Pacific Tslands Development

o (0 o) -3 (2] (] H> w ™o bt

Commission in Fehruary 1970, The Commission, which con-

i
o

sists of tho chief exeentives of these governments, has sought

1

et

to encotirage thv developent of lhv latent fisheries resonrees
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of the Central, Western, and. South Pacific as a means of
expanding and diversif ying the economies of its members and

to provide emp]ownont for their growing ]abor fomos The

Cowmission has (oopomtod with the Umted Statcs tuna in-
dustry and the industry has pledged some $21_2,()OO toward
e " a fisheries devolopmuxt fund. The Commlwon h'na 01‘0‘ani7ed

a Mmmc Rosomco D(,\ olupmont Cmmmttco conmtmo of

- fisheries officials from cnc]mf the l'cspectlve governments, the

© o A A o A W N e

"tuna canning eompanics and the hoatowners associations to

ot
o

undertake the fisheries development program under its policy

ot
[
-

direction.

It
)

SEc. 3. The ;Sun cta]y of Commerece is authorized to con-

-t
w

tlact W1t11 th(, 1‘.101ﬁc Ibldlldb Development C'ommxb:lon to
14 undeltake a thue-) ear plomam f01 the development of the
.1.52_~44tuna resources of thc Ccntml Weatem, and South Paclﬂe.'.;
16. D-ur‘ing ”e f.irsu. year,.tLe program uudertakm_i 1V the Com-
mission mll mdndc e*q)lm 1ti6n in t’he Centml a.nd .Svouth
Pamﬁc by lal ge modcm pursc seiners and medmm size Dait
boats in thc Wostern Pacific by mcdmm size puree seiners
'and b:ut boats of vanous types with gear modlf mtmns and
_ .e\pen%s to bc lmmc by the commereial mecls under con-
'txact Acrial survey qmutmtr will be utilized to assist in spot-
23 tmg ﬂsh schools.

24 QI C. 4. \ﬂ(' the f‘*t )'(\:T!I‘. the ;(.;r\'nh;\; will !Vn': ";s\‘EV«;;".\u\;i_{

and the second year’s program developed based on the first
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year’s experience. The Secretary of Oomme;ce shall submit
to the Presidmt and the Congress,. by June 30, 1973, a com-
plete report on the activities pursuant to this Act, the 'rcsults
of such activities :md-reéOmmendﬁ:,tions as to the continuance
of this program, and the form that any futare program should
take.

SEC. 5. There is anthorized to be appropriated the sum
of $4,000,000 to caiTy out the purposes of this Act. Sums
a,ppi'0p1jiated pursﬁdnt to this section shall remain available

until é'xi)ended‘.
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