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THE WHITE HOUSE

ACTI®N

Ju_ne16, 1971
MEMORANDUM FOR: TI-LE PRESIDENT

HENRY A. KISSINGER //_
FROM:

SUBJECT: Negotiations on the Future PoliticalStatus

of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands
(Micronesia)

After Micronesian leaders in May 1970 rejected our proposal for Micronesi_'_
permanent association with the U.S. as a commonwealth, you directed last
September that the Under Secretaries Committee prepare a new neKo_iating
scenario. The Under Secretaries' recommendations have now been received.

In March you appointed Dr. Franklin Haydn Williams, President of_e Asia
'_ Foundation, as your personal representative with the rank of Ambassador to

._i_i_ii undertake the new phase of negotiations. Dr. Williams, in cooperation with

'.i,i __ Secretary Morton, drafted his terms of reference for the negotiations, and
..-, these have now been accepted b 7 Secretary Morton and sent forward by him

to you with the concurrence of State and Defense. Dr. Williams' clearances
• .:... :!

have also just come through. Thus, we are in a position to move ahead on
this question.

..... _
I nave _ rne recommendations of the, Under Secretaries Committee
,_ L . _I[--2 _ mt " * O | " " ;" " *' " *• =_ .-), _- ...... I h_we __, an_r_Dr. Wxlhams ¢ee_ne-of-

__. ..... ,.... ,, ............. ,..... hzL.., _Ie package
for your consideration and approval.

Background

I. Negoti&ting History and Present Micronesian Political Situation. A brief
summer y of-the-history of-our-negotiations-with Mi'crone sian leader s since

1969 and of the present Micronesian political situation is included at Tab/_
Of particular importance is the recent strong secessionist sentiment in the

Marianas an_lthe small incipient independence movement on Truk.
/

i

Z. U.S. Interests.

a. Strategic military interests (which support our political-military
i_terest of remaining a Pacific power)

-- Denial of entry to the Territory to potentially hostile powers_/ _ t" [
°


