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:_ Legislature. Presldent Vicente Santos '"

Distrlct A_strator Au_ Ada,___, my colleagues,

ladies and gentlemen, it is my pleasure to once again welcome you to the

S _" opting of our Regular Session of the Mariana Aslsnds _i_triot Loglslaturo.

As we move into this Sixth Regular Session, we _ust continue working

in a spirit of ooope.-ationwith our DAstrict Ac_istration for the bett_ent

of our people. The rec_atly conolude_ PAn,Session Budget Hearings conducted

by the Appropriations Co=_ittee is an e_celle_t example of the te_cawork

which has prevail_ during these past months _ong m_bors of the Legislative

and Executive _anoh of the _istrict Gov_ont. We have worked together

• effeotively to Inspire dev_o_t in this district.

While there may_ f_m time to time, 1)e disagreements over certain

methods of approach, we have bee_ able to discuss our differ_ces of opinion .

in a mature, rational and unemotional w_F. In carrying out our respective

resp_slbilitles_ the welfare of the people should be the basle consideration,

that o_ hasgui_ our efforts.
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In my last openin_ reds to the Logislatuee, I discussed ths accomplish-

ments realized at the half way point in our administration.

With the spirit of cooperation on the part of the Congress of the Unite_

_" Statesp and offioials in the Departments of State and lnto_or, we have seen

the signing by President Ni_n of "The _Lioronesian Claims Act of 1971."

This action brings to an end the efforts started by this Legislature in

August, 1965--Just 6 short years ago. _t_e__i_

As we close this chapter on the passage of the war claims bill, I wish

= my deep @T_titude and apprsdiation to eaoh of you for the dedicated assistanoe

. in this important pieoe of leEislation. Whan I recall the negative attitudes

expresse_ _j officials in Washington when the first _arienas delegation went

to Washington in Marshp 1966, there is no doub_ in my mind that without you_

_stalned assis_anoe and cooperation over the years, this war claims law

would be in the waste basket.

This body and its leaders have been the subject of much critici_ for

undertaking and continuing this effort--but the m_bership of this body
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is to be commended for its determination and dedication. By any s_6nd_rd,

this legislative body has oome of age, and will continue to be an instrumQntal

.. £ox,aein soaking Justioe fo= ou_ people.

. in the mnnths ahead) I eonsider it extremely important that we commit4/

this Legislature to full involv_ent in the politioal_ ocono_o studsocial

issues faoing our people.

With the chsn_,:in the Searotaryship In the Department of the Interior,

we o_u expect new emphasis on end perhaps a new approach to our old problems.

The several visits made to the Trust Territory by high level officials

clearly indicate this to be the case. Experience has nhown, however, that '

most officials in government om.l.y do as much as they are, for one reason or

another, forced to do. I ask your assistance in "keeping the presto on"

in those areas where injustices remain.

The reset Visit to the Trust Territcl_-by Ambassador Franklin H_yden

:" Willi-ms, President Nix_n's personal representative to the future political "

status negotiations, highlighted the political field since our last oession.

His visit to the Mariauas was helpful, but Dot necessary because the
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majority of the people in this district favor a p_ent assooiation _ith

the United States of Anerica. This future political association i_ not

Under the present political arrengc_ent, we are a stateless people--a

people _ho are without a country--Indeed without any international idantity

whatsoever. This fact of our atateloscue_.s was personally experienced by

me receatly when I visited Earope. This experience made me more detrained

than ever to make oertain that our children must not be condemned to the

same fate• In •friarto acc_plish this groat taskp we _,,_t e_pe_d all our

energies to achieving a per_anant stctus for our people.

As was stated earlier, this year, at the close of our Fifth Regular

Sessionp we are hopeful that the wishes of the _ri_ua Islands District

for a permanent ass•elation with the United States of /,_ericacan be cchieved

within the fr_nework of the Congress of F.ic_onesia and the currant status

negotiations. NOw that our representatives on the Fature Politic_l Status -.

Delegation of the Congress of F_Icronesia are unified in their represantation

of the expressed politio_l aspirations _d wishes of the people of the
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Marionas_ we are content to await the outcome of curx-_nt nezotiations.

Should it appear; however; that the people of the Mariaua_ will be forced

to llve under any fora of government other than one that is in permanent

.,,S/, association wlth the United States of America, then we will have no alternative

but to establish our e_ government independemt of the other five districts.

We are hopeful that this will not be necessary.

In 3une of this year, I appeared before the Trusteeship Council in

support of a petition filod with t_t body ovor two yoars ago. This petition

.was based on the report of the Saloot Commlttoo on Land Probl_s in this district.

I am happy to report that we were wall received by the Council and made out

an excellent ease on the injustices co._uitted o_£ nst our people. However,

I am not satisfied with the explanations later supplied to the Council by

the administration. So, I wish to recommend for your consideration this

session, the reactivation of the Select Co=mittee on Land Problems to update

its data and determine in depth the current magnitude of land problems in

this district. With these results, we will again appear before the Trusteeship

Council if the administration continues to ignore these critical and
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pressing problems.

In m_ opinia_, the land problams faced by the people in this _Istrict

are not legal in nature, but administrative. The institution of proper manage-

_" msmt practices would resolve 80% of our land problmusp but the continued
,/

refusal of responsible officials to doal honestly with _his critical problem

only luther complicates this delicate problem.

To illustrate the ma_nltudo of this problem, w_ have on file a memorandum

dated Sent_mber 3. I@64 from former District Administrator TC_Mv____._,

where a_mittin_ that _ square meters of private prope_y was located

within the roadways and highwa_vso_ Salpan. Another document admits that

the government owes atleast _r_l ,h:J_'_ e meters to private owners in

the exchange of their lands after the _ose of World War II.

F_Voffice is visited daily by people who claim that they were cheated

by the govermment in the exchange of their lands_ but are unable to get

any satisfaction from the government in solving _heir complaints. Since

it is said that the government is decentralized_ I invite the District

" Administrator to deal effectively with these problems without further delay.
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Based on present attitudes by high offici_Ic in the _dninisgration, I

• consider it essential that•we continue to mointain our contccts with officials
°.

in the Department of the Interior and with the United States Congress. In

/,

_/ this conneotlonp I will be asking this Legislature to continue to retain our

Washin_ton Counsel, Attorney William L. Kohle_. Experience has shown that

we have to take all necessary steps to protect our own interests.

It should be noted that other Micronesian leaders are beginning _to nee

the extent to which the e_ratlo_ intends to deal _a_._v with the

people of Mioronesia. I refer to the starlets issued by the Senatoru

- in the Congress of 1_icronesla froQ Truk after the veto of the Mcrlt Syst_

Act, the Public Defender's Act and the Consent Act, all passed by the Congress

of Micronesia during its Special Session on Truk.

All of these events clearly indicate that the T_u._tTerritory is entering ...

anew era, and the leaders must be ready and able to meet these new challenges

i

if we are to survive. :

• . --.".'.""... "".. ::::.-: : : :.'" : .... • : .. •
I _ : • .: : .: : .. . ... • . ... ..1 :'• : o. • .... :.. •eee @ eee • eo ee _- . .;':

• _ i _::2



•" " _ _,Z, A-31 -'_r)

.... :: ::...: -.- ..: :::eo eo • ooe ee

Tlle High Co_unlsslonor's veto on those very important acts of Congress is

an indication of his ad._Inistration's continual denial of equality and honesty

of the Microueslan people.

Another example of the High Commissioner's disregard of the desires and

wishes of the people of the Marlanas was his recent decision to dlsregard the

disapproval by the District Land Advisory Board of Air Micronesian's request to

construct a hotel near Mloro Beach. This Laglslaturo has unanimously

adopted a resolution roquestlng that the same property be reserved for public

facilities as a public park. We urge our district government to honor our

request and the decision of the District Land Advisory Board. How long will

important decision affecting our lives and our future be made by outsiders who are

here today and gone tomorrow?

Thank You
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