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The Honorable Melvin R. Laird
./..., Secretary of Defense
' The Pentagon

_' Washington, 0.C. 20301

-.- Dear Mr. Secretary:.- ,

:.'i:. Thank you for the letter of g September, 1971, setting
•.:., forth the long term requirementsof the U.S. for military basing
•" °, options in the area encompassed by the TTPI. I am aware of the

.: careful and detailed consideration that has been given this important
.i matter and I wish to assure you again that I recognize fully the
.. significantstrategic interests that are involved.

-- The contents of your letter and the attached documentswill
materially assist the U.S. Delegation in the difficult tasks of
negotiating,an agreement with the Micronesians that protects our
vital defense interests. "Of particular help to the negotiationsis

,. :"

-.....:_ the fact that DOD has been able to set forth its speci.ficneeds.

While I can assure you that every effort will bemade to.
i satisfy the requirementsnoted in your letter and attachments I do
, believe that I should note one divergence from the NSC-USC paper
: which served as the basis for the President'sdecision and the

negotiBting instructionswhich I have received.
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: " I expectthat this contingencyfallbackpositionas
describedin the•paperthatwent to the Presidentfor his approval

-:_,,_i is unlikelyto ariseduringthe next roundof exploratorytalksinHawaiibeginningin October. In the eventit were to becomean
• issue, I shall, of course, be in touch with you and with the White II
i Housebeforetakingany actionto recedefrom insistenceon basing

•i rightsin Palau.

Once againmay I expressappreciationfor your letter.

Respectfully yours,

:, _-irank_InHaydnWilliams
:- The Presl'de_s PersonalRepresentative
" for MlcronesianStatusNegotiations
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