
PEACE CORPS / ,ICRONESIA
TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC ISLANDS

MEMORANDUM 5 October 1971

TO : Charles B. Shorter

Micronesia Desk Officer/EAP

ACTION, Washington[//_%,_
FROM : Roger M. Hagler, DD"

PC/Ponape .,

SUBJECT : IP Lawyer for Ponape

Reference : Attached

Our _here for the IP lawyer are acute. Attached is Fred Ramp's

account of the latest developments in his situation. Fred's analysis
is precisely as I see it. The sooner we can get someone in to take

over the other job the better. Please keep us posted.

Attachment : A/S

cc: Larry Johnson, CD, w/attachment

Ed Pike, PO, w/attachment
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• .. :.:llttle of my time, As a-result, I began looking around-for
.... other t_h_ngs to do.and in the course of that search-Z ata_te_

the legal tx,_Inlng program along wlth-Phll Evans, the forme_ _ ..
American Public Defender. The second, and more important factor .
was thedeath of Phll last Jant_ary,>_Before thenp the.,trainlnE
prepare, was a part-time ventu$-o.. S.Jai_e then, it has.become. :

• full tt_. • .... ; .; :,_, "

:The trainin_ pro_mam, Z(believe, has good potential. . _
"for both Ponape and the Trust Territory, Thisis the-first _- ...
time that e x_ens_ve _.ormal lesal t_alnin_ has been offered in :.

' the Trust Terrlto_y, As you are aware, the Trust Terrlto_y
.Is in dire need of:Its own t_aine_le_al personnel, That
conclusion.:Is dramatically emphasized .by-the fact that the -
Congress and district le_islatures-.must rely on American Peace .
Corps volunteers for legal servlcee_ Consideration is now :
being given to starting similar trainln_ progms in two :.
other distrlcta,_!Palau and Truk, .. The Community, College of
Micronesia has asked• us to associate with them. and will .g_tve
credit for the oou_ses and o_£er a Certificate, The Chief
Justice_.e_ the High Court is sp_nsorin_ the trainin_ and has
a_reed to. give, graduates of .the proEx_n duo recognition. The _ .-.
Legislature could, even directly-_benefit from the p_o_M.i_
at _ome time In/th_ future it.chose to hire one of the _radu-
ares of the .program.. as its.. le_al._adv%.sOr.. The program had
good _o_entum _o_n_ until ..the. I_at•• •Sessio_ o f-.the --Legislature |
dur_ and after _hieh: itibegan Stea_lly. decline, _ It is
at a critical s_a_e now, _,If it_.AO:_o_succeed, the-momentum
m_st be reaequired, _bich:._. _l..._aquir_-_ _I tlmer::ef_orts.

The.. Le_islatul_, 6n-the other hand, iS. not :dependent -
upon the. aid of a lawyer, 'particu_a_!7 between sessionse The '
only truly leEal work whtch_, I * have perfor_ ' _or the_ Le_is- .
•lature is:dra_tlng some bills _each• session and dealing with
an occasional legal px_.._:em,_ The _st o_'it, d_a_t_ng reeo- :
lutions, w_It!nE reports..__u4_ilet_ors_and _ealinE,.wlth poll-

tical iesues.j,_,uo_d all,be d_ne2,.&._.we!!_Wlthou_.ma.i_:._.:_... •

In_ with the.:tz_tning_pro_ 1_11 time. _I therefore ask.
th_ X be: released £_m _!_,_._; duties, with the Legislature. _...._-
after _he end o£ this Re_u!_._S_S_c_. ,._•_.Peaee_Corps is attempt-.
in_ to recruit.another lawy__±_-___e_r_P_n_ap_e_Dis_tr_ct_and_

- -_h_re is eye.y-•reason, to bel_eVe-_ha,_:=cne..willbe here soon_
certainly before "the next. _egu!ar_ Session°_, I£ fo_. some re_son
Ponape does not get anouheP-Pea_e..'Corps lawyer before the.
next session, I Oi_ course wOUI_,_WO_ that session myself or ....
ar_,a_e for anothe_ la_r_e_ to come :here for..tt_.
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