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SUBJECTs TTPI FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS

REF_ POLAD 131
/

I' ADDRESSEES WILL HAVE SEEN
PDN _AY 23 STORY. FOLLOWING IS SUGGESTED TEXT REPLY WHICH WOULD
BE R_LEASED ONLY TO PDN. IF OTHER MEDIA OR NEWSPAPERS PICK UP AND
REPLAY PDN STORY, SAME RELEASE WOULD THEN BE PROVIDED TO THEM.

CEQUEST PRIORITY REPLy.
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2. BEGIN-TEXT, THE uNITED STATES IS NOT "DRAGGING _TS FEET AND

DELIBERATELY PROLONGING THE MICRONESIA STATUS TALKS {N THE _OPE

THAT MORESEPAGATIST TENOENCIES SIMILAR TO THE MARIANAS SITUATION

WILL FLARE UP WITHIN THE U.S. TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
_S-_-A-K_-DS,-"...........................

...... 3, A STORY APPEARED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE PACIFIC DAILY NEWS

ON MAY 23 STATING THE ABOVE AND CITING AN OFFICER OF THE MICRONESIAN
JOINT COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS AS HAVING MADE THESE AND OTHER

CHARGES. THE STORY QUOTES THE SAME OFFICER AS AccusING THE U.S.

OF ATTEMPTING "TO PROVE THAT THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA DOES NOT
REPRESENT THE PEORLE_" AND AS ATTACKING AMBASSADOR WILLIAMs
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FOR HAVING TOLD A GROUP OF MARSHALLESE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THAT

MICRONESIAN PROPOSALS FOR U,S, FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE POR MICRONESIA
ARE "TO0 HIGH."

THE STATUS COMMITTEE "SPOKESMAN" ALSO HINTS AT UNHAPPINESS OVER

THE FACT THAT IT WAS NOT POSSIBLE AT THE PALAU TALKS TO FOR_ULUTE
A DRAFT COMPACT oF ASSOCIATION UND GO INTO DETAILED _ISCUSS]ON

OF FUTURE FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS,
so THESE CHA_E_ AND cONCERNS ARE BASELESS. THE FACTS SPEAK FOR

THEMSELVES,

AI O_, THE TIMIN_ OF THE NEXT MEETING BETWEEN AMERICAN AND

MICRONESIAN NEGOTIATORS_ ARRANGEMENTS ARE-ALREADY BE(NG WORKED
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OUT, IT SEEMS LIKELY THE MEETING WILL BE iN JULYs AS ANTICIPATED AT
THE CONCLUSION OF THE LAST ROUND OF TALKS IN PALAU, IS THIS
FOOT-DRAGGING?

B) TO ACCUSE THE UNITED STATES OF ATTEMPTING TO FOSTER SEPARATIST

SENTIMENTS IS ERRONEOUS. SUCH SEPARATIST SENTIMENTS iS DO EXIST

HAVE BEEN THERE ALL ALONG. IN FACT U,S, POLICY FOR MORE THAN 25

YEARS HAS BEEN TO DEVELOP MICRONESIA TOWARD A COMMON FUTURE

POLITICAL STATUS, THIS _OLICY FAILED IN THE MARIANAS AND THE

UMS, HAS NOW AGREED TO SEPARATE NEGOTIATIONS WITH TH_ MARIANAS

TOWAPD POLITICAP UNION wITH THE UNITED STATES_ BUT IT WAS

THE _ICRONESIAN DELEGATION WWICH FIRST GAVE OFFICIAL

RECOGNITION (AT THE HANA TALKS IN OCTOBERN OOUOP TO THE SEPARATE

ASPIRATIONS OF THE MARiANAS WH|CH REQUIRE SEPARATE NEGOTIATIONS,

IF THE POLICY FAILS ELSEWHERE IN MICRONESIAN iT WILL BE BECAUSE
OF MICRONESIAN SENTIMENTS AND INITIATIVEa NOT THOSE OF THE

U,S,

C) IT IS INACCURATE TO STATE THAT THE U,So ISs SOMEHOWs TRYING
TO PROVE THAT THE :CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA "DOES NOT RBPRESENT

THE PEOPLE," THERE CAN BE NO BASIS FOR THis STATEMENT, THE

U:,S,' HAS CONSISTENTLY GIVEN RECOGNITION TO THE PRINCIPLE THaT

MICEONE_I_A_E_EU_U.RE--S_A_-US--S-NOU.ED--BE-NEGOT-I_TED-WI-TH--TQE JOINT
COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS OF THE CONGRESS OF MICRONESIAa AND THAT

ANY AGREEMENT REACHED sHOULD BE APPROVED BY THE CONGRESS BEFORE
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IT IS PUT TO THE pEOPLE OF MICRONESIA IN AN ACT OF SELF-DETFRMINA"
TION,

AND THIS POSITION HAS BEEN MAINTAINED DESPITE COMPLAINTS FRBM

MANY OTHER MICRONESIAN LEADERS OVER THEIR EXCLUSION FROM THE
STATUS NEGOTIATIONS.
D) THE t'SPOKESMAN" QUOTED IN THE STORY ALSO SEEMS TO FIND
FAULT WITH THE UMS, PosITION THAT IT IS TOO EARLY TO FORMULATE

A DRAFT COMPACT OF ASSOCIATION AND DISCUSS IN DETAIL FUTURE
FINANCIAL RELATIONSHIPS, THIS STATEMENT IGNORES THE FAcT THaT

THUS FAR THE TWO SIDES HAVE REACHED AGREEMENT ONLY ON MOST OF THE
BASIC PRINCIPLES OF A FUTURE RELATIONSHIP_ NOT ON THE DETAILSo
HOW CAN A COMPACT BE DRAFTED UNTIL THERE IS AGREEMENT ON THE
DETAILS THAT WILL GO INTO A COMPACT? ON FUTURE FINANCIAL ARRANGE-
MENTSs

THE U_S, HAS MAINTAINED THAT THERE MUST BE A FAR CLEARER
UNDERSTANDING OF THE suBSTANCE OF OUR FUTURE POLITICAL

RELATIONSHIRSs AND OF FUTURE MICRONESIAN REQUIREMENTS AND

_INA_CIAL INSTITUTIONS _EFORE THERE CAN BE DETAILED DISCUSSION

OF FINANCING, AT THIS POINT WE DONT EVEN KNOW WHAT UoS, PROGRAMS
AND SERVICES A FUTURE MICRONESIA WILL WISH TO HAVE AND CAN BE

PROVIDED, HOWEVER; IT CAN BE SAID THAT THE FIGURE OF $50 M_LLION
CITED IN THE PACIFIC DAILY NEWS STORY WAS INACCURATE, THE MICRONESIAN
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DELEGATION AT THE PALAU TALKS PROPOSED THAT THE TOTAL COST TO THE

UNITED

STATES FOR A FUTURE ASSOCIATION WITH MICRONESIA BE AT LEAST

$10@ MILLION ANNUALLY. AT THE MEETING WITH HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

IN MAJURO_ AMBASSADOR wILLIAMS WAS ASKED ABOUT THIS FIGURE IND DID

INFORMALLY INDICATE THAT THE TOTAL PROPOSED FINANCIAL PACKAGE WAS±

pROBABLY TOO HIGHo UNDOUBTEDLY HE HAD IN MIND THAT TWIS AMOUNT WOULD
REPRESENT A GREATER PER CAPITA EXPENDITURE IN MICRON_SiA BY THE U_So

vOVERNMENT THAN IT IS CAPABLE OF SPENDING ON ITS OWN CITIZENS

I-EXCE-UD-I-NG-U-_S_-_EFENSE-EXPENUI-TUREST_N AMERICAN STATES AND
TERRITORIES, IT IS SEL_.EVIDENT THAT IT IS UNREALISTIC TO

EXPECT THAT THE U.S, SHOULD BE MORE GENEROUS WITH MICRONESI_
THAN IT CAN BE WITH ITS OWN STATES AND TERRITORIES,

S, TPE NEGOTIATIONS TowARD MICRONESIA_S FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS

FACE ENOUGH DIFFICULTIES WITHOUT ALLEGATIONS AND STATEMENTS O_ THE
SORT REPORTED IN THE MAY 23 DAILY NEWS STORY, END TEKT. DORPA_SE

_0'_
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