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United States Department of the Interior
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

SECRET
January 26, Ig72

MEMORANDUMFOR THE SECRETARYOF DEFENSE

Subject: MicronesianStatus Negotiations

I am presentlyin the process of preparingfor the next
negoti placein Palau sometime
in March

Impllcationwas that this would be a difflcult
issue at • next negotiatingsession and the published report by
the Micronesianshas re-emphasizedtheir interest in the issue.

Some Micronesiansand their American sympathizersare
attempting to employ this issue to disc editthe U.S. positionand
to ue for Micronesianindependence.

_at the
Pres y md the U.S. has
commenced destroyingits supplies of biologicalagents and toxins, I
believe that Micronesianfears can be dispelled regardingthose
materials.
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The remainingcategory is chemical weapons. I have no
indicationsthat our strong desire to obtain basing rights in
Micronesiahas been influencedby the need for chemicalweapons
storage. If that conclusion is correct, it might be possibleto
forego the storageof chemical weapons in Micronesia.

If it is possible to do so without sacrificingour essential
interests, I believe there is merit in being prepared to extend
firm assurances that the United States will not deploy ol
bacterlol cal or chemical weapons on Micronesiansoil

, those Mlcroneslanswho
genuinel ir bacteriological emicalweapons would be reassured
and public criticismdampened. Certainly,such an offer would be
within the spirit of the President'spubliclydeclared policies
regardingboth bacteriologicaland chemicalwarfare.

I would like very much to have your views on the above and,
if you agree, your concurrenceon the proposed course of action.

C) \. .
FranklIn-1_aydnWiIliams

The President'sPersonal Representative
for Micre___.es.j_wYStatusNegotiations
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