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;L OORRANCE ONLY QUOTE: Dear Lazarus" We appreciateyour invitation -_)
•.... •

and look forwardto meetingwith you and the Joint Status Committee

in Palau in April. We will plan to be there on April 2. In the meantime

I will be sendingyou shortlyinformationabout,thecompositionof the

U.S. delegationfor the Palau talks. You may assume fo# planning"purposes

that the numberwill be approximatelythe same as at Hana.

I have notedwith pleasure in the Congressof MicronesiaSenate

Journalyour statementintroducingthe Status Committee'sDraft Report

on the Hana talks which stressedthat a blueprintand specificrecom-

mendationscould only come after the conclusionof the next;roundof

negotiations. I certainlyagree that, before the two delegationscan

get down to particulars,the fundamentalissuesmust be resolvedand

thereforehope that at Palau we can begin the talks by addressingthe

key issues left over from Hana. Once accord is reachedon these

- questlons,we can consider the,formand the exact languageof an

agreementwhich would codify our_relationship.
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_;: :_;:.Ibelieve that our .exchangeof correspondenceof November 25

_. anOJ)ecember2, 1971,.touched_onthe two principalareas of remaining

::_ difference"oetweenour two sides: responsibility_forforeignaffairs '

and defense,and termination. With respectto these importantquestions,

I was most encouragedby your personaland unofficialresponseto my

letter in which you said that.you

'simplywish now to state that it has been the position

of the Micronesiannegotiatingdelegationthat responsi-

"bility for defenseand external affairswill be in the

hands of the United States when the new status comes into

effect. This continuesto be the positionof the Joint

Con_nittee,and was not repeatedat Hana only because there

were subordinatebut relatedissues which requiredfurther

clarification.

)_ qOn the questionof termination,we have been unable to

_ _: :_,_each agreementso far. However,we, like you, believe

_ .. :_thatthis .isnot an unsurmountableproblem. We simply

- " - ' -_'<'........ d --'" : -....._::;_have not explore -all-the a-ngles-andap-p_acl_es-to-soiving
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__,_,__Agreement on .these points I am sure will go a long way to clearing

In_:_' the way for UnderstandingsOn those other issues that.remain to be resolved.

I understandthroughJohn Dorrancethat you would welcomeany

commentthat I might have on your draft compactwhich you kindlygave me

a copy of and which you have now submittedto your committeefor its

study and consideration. While I have read it carefully,"I do not have

any specificcon_nentsto offer at this time. I am, however,lookingforward

to seeingyou in March on your return to San Franciscoand at that time

I would like to discussinformallywith you some of the issuesand problems

I see in your draft which are quite importantfrom our point-of-view.

We are preparinga compactalso and after we h_ve run throughthe

issues at Palau we will both then be in a position,it seems to me, to g_t

down to the businessof the form, content,and languageof th,_draft compact

which will flow from our mutual agreements. Your draft will be useful in

this exercise,I am sure, as willours.

J:_-._Negotiation of a preciseagreementwill clearlyrequireconsiderable

flex_4bHitya_tthe drafting__table.:_;I_tseems-:to;methat--it-_ouldbe best

for ..bothsides to avoid cominoto the _alk_ with fixed oositinnson
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"_ _ m " draft-languageand With this in mind,: I\wouldhope your draft

compact¢loesnot :_ecomethe "final position"of your delegation

'* because of ,anyaction thatyourfiongressmight taks..

In any event, Ibelieve the first order of businessin April

will be to settle those issues which still separateus or require

clarification. Then we can sit down to the task of formallydrafting

the languageof a compactthat will embody our substantiveunder-

standings.

I look forwardto seeingyou in San Francisconext month and

in Palau in April. Sincerely,F. Haydn gi,lliams,The President's

PersonalRepresentativefor MicronesianStatus Negotiations. END

QUOTE.
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