
United States Department of the Interior /_ _. 1_/_
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY If:, f "/ t

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

HonorableMelvinR. Laird
Secretaryof Defense
The Pentagon t

Washington,D,C, 20301 ..\

DearMr. Secretary:

I am writingto keepyou informedof an importantchangein _-
the staffingof theOfficefor MlcroneslanStatusNegotiations.

AmbassadorArthurW. Hummel,Jr.,my deputyand Directorof
theOfficeforMicronesianStatusNegotiations,Is returningto State
to replaceJamesWilson,DeputyAssistantSecretaryof Statefor East <"
Asianand PacificAffairs,who Is sufferingfroma seriouslllness, c_

I haveaskedCaptainWilliama. Crowe,Jr,,USN,to relieve
AmbassadorHummeland to assumethe positionof ActingDirectorof the _.

Officeand to serveconcurrentlyas chairmanof the InteragencyGroup _:on Micronesianstatusnegotiations.

Overthe nextseveralweeksI will be relyingprimarilyon _b
CaptainCrowe'sleadershipfor theplanning,coordination,and final ._
preparationof theU.S. positionfor thenextroundof talksnow -.
scheduled•forearlyAprllln Mlcronesla.My actionIn n_l.ngCaptain
Croweto this position expresses my full confidence tn his ability to -_C
managethisdifficultand,at times,somewhatdelicatetaskinvolving,
as it does,the interestsof State,Interior,Oustlce,DOD,and the
WhiteHouse,as wellas theCongress.OaptainCrowehas certainlylived
up to his highrecommendationsand I oweyou and the Navya realdebt
in makinghimavailable.

Your past interest and support are greatly appreciated and I _--
hope that It wlll be possible for me to discuss wtth you our plans for

- -_he-next-_u_-of-negottattons-pr-ior--_-my-departure for-Palau, q)'-,,

. .... ; o/r'/,,, Sincerely you_. _J_
, under_12_Se , a,. " _ _-

F_n HaydnWI111am
The President'sPersonalRepresentative

forMlcroneslanStatus Negotiations
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