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Referrin E to the IVJemmandum dated 16 Febmry 1972 from

Capt Crowe to you. the follo_in E should be noted: .,

/ i. A legal opinion concernin E these subjects should be

coordinated with the Department of State. On the assumption-// , .

that such coordinat|on wUl take place, I offer the vrellminarlr

comments set forth below, _.+.
i

2. In my view the purchase of Tlnlan before termination

of the Trust would notbe a violation of Article 6(_-} of the

Trusteeship Agreement. but see response to question l(d} below.

3. The response to C-'uestion l(b) raises policy issues _vhich

cannot be answered until they are resolved.

4. The response to Ouestlon l(c} should be provided by

Departments of .Tuetice/Interior. They should provide a .

coordinated opinion between one another, and Ehould be provided

us for comments rconcurr_ence in the _event Defense 'tt_terests".

are raised.
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11 the United Statee hae the power of "eminent domain"

,; :..:_:_"_ -_-: . _,_ , ..... . . - , ., _.._ .

at present.it can, acquire title at this time by exercising that .

:;-:.../_, . powe ii Ifit does exercl'e such a:_, It then would acquire, . ... • : .

• , _-_. - . "' • /" . _. . ". .

". title to the condemned land in the same way it acquires title

.-: i / . .. -
• ,h' . _ within the territory of the United States It. e. appropriate judicial

-!i:.)._ " "- i proceedlngs, payment of just compensation, etc. ).
i.-::• •

_.._,,-, .: The Department o£ Interior and Department of Justlce

should indicate what institution or. who, in its view. is the legally

,;_,,-._:;.__; constituted authority to represent the IViarianas in the event

"negotiations" .and a land transactlon with such authoritywould

take place.
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