
3RD. MARI_ ISLANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE

FIRST SPECIAL SI_SSION

ACT NO. 2-1972
INTRODIL"EDBY: }DLD-OVER C£%_,_"ITPI

i

AN ACT CRFATING THE M_d_I_ANASPOLITIC_L

STATUS £1_B41SSION;SETTING FORTH ITS
PO_T_/_SAND DUTIES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSIES

BE IT ENACTED BY TH_ 3RD. _ARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, THAT:

Section I. Statement of hrpose's. The }_ariana Islands District

Legislature finds that the people of the _ariana Islands

District desire a close political relationship with the United

States of _erica, a future political status different from that

which has been tentatively chosen by the people of the

remainder of the districts of the Trust Territory of the

Pacific Islands, as expressed by their representatives in the

Congress of _ticronesia. The _hrtana Islands District

Legislature further notes that the provisions of the Charter of

the [htited Nations, and of the Trusteeship Agree_ent, call for

self-deten_ination and self-government for all people of the

Trust Territory. Since the Congress of _ficronesia has reached

a tentative solution to the question of political status not

in accordance with the wishes of a majority of the people of

the _%rianas, the _riana Islands District legislature views it

imperative that the people of the )_rianas take appropriate and

necessary steps toward their o_,,n resolution of this important

question. To this extent, the Variana Islands District

Legislature hereby creates the I_arianas Political Status.

....... Co_ission, and sets forth its powers and &rties.
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Section 2. _-_ri_as Political Status Commission.

(A) There is hereby created the _rian_ Politi_l Stat_

Eo_r_ssion, hereinafter referred to as Commission. The

_ssion shall consist0f the foll_.._ng members:

(1) Two persons to be selected by the t,*ariana Islands

District Legislature,

(2) The _.Tarianas Representatives to the Joint Committee on

Future Status of the Congress of Y5cronesia,

(3) lh,._ persons to be selected by the Rota _nicipal C_uncil,

(14) Two persons to be selected by the Tinian Danicipal Council,.

(5) Two persons to be selected by the Saipan Legislature,

(6) One person to be appointed by the _yor of the ._micipality

of Saipan to represent the people of the Northern t,_rianas,

{17) A representative to be selected by the _embers of the

Popular Party of the _riana Islands District,

(8) A representative to be selected by the me_bers of the

Territorial Party of the _,_ri_ma Islands District,

(9) A representative to be selected by the _embers of the

United Ca_lini_ Association of Saip_, and

(10) A representative to be appointed by the Farina Islands

District Administrator f_ a llst of n_s to be

submitted by _ly org_ized _iness _sociations, fi_s,

and organizations in the )_ri_ Islands District.

Selection shall he made by resolution of an), legislative body selecting,

and person, to be selected need not be a me,her of the legislative body.

Y_y person to be selected or appointed to the C_r_i_sion shall be twenty-one

(21) years of age or over, a citizen of the Trust Territol? of the Pacific
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Islands and bona fide resident of the Nariana Islands District. No person

who has been convicted of a felony by any court of the Trust Territory

or any court,of the United States, shall become a member of the Commission

unless the person so convicted has been pardoned and has had restored to

him his civil rights. No person shall become a member of the Commission

unless and l_itilthe appointing authority shall have informed_y-&etter,

the President of the I_riana Islands District Legislature. Selection and

appointment to the Conumissionshall be made within ninety (90) days from

the enactment of this Act.

(B) The Commission shall select from its own members a

Chairman and such other officers as it may require;

provided, h_qe_er, t]_atthe President of the _ariana

IslPmds District Legisla_dre shall convene the

Com_,issionand preside at its first meeting until such

time as a Chairman can he selected. The first meeting of

the Commission shall be called _ithin thirty (30) days

after the appointment of all members.

(C) The Cmmmission may adopt such rules of procedure as it

deems necessary or appropriate to exercise its p_,ers,

duties and functions under this Act.

(D) _bership on the Commission shmll continue without

specified term; provided, however, that a member's

_ appointment _ay be revoked in the same manner as his

appointment, for c_use. Vacancies _.ecause of death,

resignation, inability to serve, or other reason, shall

be filled in the sane runner as the original appointment.

(E) _'enbers of the Co_nission shall be cowgensated at the rate

of t_mnty dollars ($20.00) per day when actually
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performingfunctionsof the Commissionunder this Act

at the directionof the (_irman, exceptthat those

memberswho are inJve_t enployeesor fu11-tim_

legislativeofficialsor employeesshalltake leave

from work or leave without pay from their regular

governmentor legislativepositionsin order to receive

compensation under this Act. All members shall also

receive travel expenses and per diem at Trust Territor),

Government rates. The Chaim shall certify all claims

for payment.

Section 3. Powers and Duties of the C_rmnission. The Commission shall have

the following p_ers and duties:

(A) To make such studies as it may deem necessary concerning

the issue of the future political status of the _riana

Islands District leading toward a close political

relationship with the United States of America;

: (B) To establish contacts and discuss the issue of future

political status of the _hriana Islands District with

appropriate persons and organizations within the United

States,and in the UnitedNations,and solicitunder-

standingsupportof the positionof the peopleof the

Marlana IslandsDistrict;

(0 To conductdiscussionsand negotiationswith the United

StatesCovernmenton the futurepoliticalstatusof the

_arlanaIslandsDistrict;provided,however,that any

agreementreachedon.such issue shallnot be bindingon
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the people of the }._riana Islands District until

ratified through a plebiscite or referendum;

(D) To conduct political education withLn the _rim_a_s!ahds

District;

(E) To conduct a stud),of the alternative forms of democratic

internal government available, and prepare basic ' '' [.

,/"

constitutional proposals for submission as working papers to
i

a _._rianaIslands Constitutional Convention, if the same be

authorized by the Nariana Islands District Legislature, and
t

may study and make recommendations concerning the

organization and tiv./ngof a Constitutional Convention;

(F) It shall submit periodic reports concerning its activities

under this Act to the _%riana Islands District Legislature

during its regular session;

(g) It my enploy or engage consultants, technical services and

any other staff as it ireyrequire to effectively promote the

function of the Commission. The l,Nriana Islands District

Legislature may make available technical assistance to the

Cnrnmissionupon request by the Chairman of the Commission; and

(H) To perform such other functions or duties as the _:Nriana

Islands District Legislature may by law or resolution

prescril_. The Co_ission shall have perpetual existence;

unless sooner terminated by the }%riana Islands District

Legislature.

Section 4. There is hereby apprepr_ated out of any unobligated surplus in

, the General Fund of the _,_riana Islands District Legislature,

the s_n of %5,,enty-Five_ousand Dollars ($75,000.00) to cain-/

out the purpose of this Act, and shall remain available until
i

expended.
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Section S. _e District Treasurer is hereby authorized to make the funds

mlthorized by this Act available to the (bmmissiou, who shall

have control over the expenditure of these funds in accordance

_ith the purposes of t_his Act. _e sum herein appropriated

shall be expended at the request, direction and approval of the

Chairman of the Commission.

Section 6. This Act Shall take effect upon approval by the District

Administrator, or upon its becoming law without such approval.

PASSF2 BY THI:3PJ)._F_RIA/_ ISLANI_ DISTRICT LEGISIAT[_R_I,'AY18, 1972.

President

Legislative Secretary

Signed this ___ day of _ y{_, _ 1972.

J

/ Nc sco c.
_,grian_ands District
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