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DISTAD MARiANAS

May 19, 1972

_e }Ionorable Vicente N. Santos

President, Third Mariana Islands District Legislature

Saipan, Mariana Islands 96950

Dear President Santos:

I am pleased to inform you that on Friday, May 19, 1972, I

signed into law Act No. 2-1972, en_ilted: "AN ACT CREATING
T}_ MARI_NAH POLI'/iCAL STATUS C_IiSSION: SETTING FOR_I ITS

PO%'_RS: AND FOR O_R PURDOSES", which the Third Mariana

Islands District Legislature passed during its First Special

Session in May 1972. The approved _¢ is now District Law

No. 3-124.

A certified copy of the above Aot ks forwarded herewlth for

your _iles.

Since re ly,

/ District Ad/m,inlstrator
"-...J Mariana(q.js_ands District

Attachment: Copy oZ approved Act No. 3-124

cc:

At¢orney General (w/attach.)

Director of Public A_fairs (w/a_c/_.)

District Public A_fairs, Marianas (w/attch.)

District Legal OZficer, Marianas (w/attch.) ....

SENATOR (MARIANAS)
Congressof Micronesia

COMMITTEES:

Future POlitical Status OFFICE:

Program and'B_ldget Plannl_ Office of the MarlammB Delegation
Ways and Means P.O. Box 82E

Education and Social Affairs Salpafl. Marlarta lalanda
96960

Tel: 6241



3RD. VARIANA ISIAhDS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE

FIRST SPECIAL SESSION

ACT bD. 2-197Z
INTRODUCED BY: HOLD-OVE.RCO_41ETEE _,

i

A_ ACT _EATING T}-_ V._JA_ POLITICAL
STATUS C_ISSION; SETZING FORe-[ITS

POI^_RS AND DurIES; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

BE IT ENACTED BY THE 3RD. N/%RIANAISLANDS DISTRICT LEGISLATUre, THAT:

SelcZionI. Statement of Purposes. The Mariana Islands District

Legislature finds %/fatthe people of the _riana Islands

District desire a close political relationship with the United

States of America_ a future political status different from that

whidl has been tentatively chosen by the people of the

remainder of the districts of tJ_eTn_t Territory of the

Pacific Islands, as expressed by their representatives in the

Congress o_ Nicronesia. _e _[arianaIslands District

Legislature further notes that the provisions of the Charter Of

the United Nations, and of the Trusteeship Agreement, call for

self-deterndnation and self-governn_entfor all people of the

Trust Territory. Since the Congress of _cronesia has reached

a tentative solution to the question of political status not

in accordance with the wishes of a _najorityof _le people of

the Narianss, the Mariana Islands District Legislature views it

imperative that the people of the _rianas ta_e appropriate and

necessary steps to_ard their o_ resolution of this i_portant

question. To this extent, the _hriana Islands District

J Legislature hereby creates the Marl&has Political Status

[ Comission, m%d sets forth its powers _nd duties. : _.
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Section 2. >larian_sPolitical Status Co_mission.

(A) There is hereby created the _arianas Political Status

Commission, hereinafter referred to as Commission. The

Co_nission'shall consist of the following members:

! (I) Two persons to be selected by the Nariana Islands

District Lesislature,

(2) The Marianas Representatives to t/_eJoint Con%mi:teeon
p

Pu_ure Status of the Con_oTessof Yicronesia,

(3) _¢o persons to be selected by _he Rota Municipal Council,

(4) _,o persons to _)eselected bZ the Tinian _nicipal Council,

(5) Two persons to be selected by the Saipan Lesislature,

(6) One person to be appointed by the Mayor of the Municipality

of Saipan to represent the people of the Northern Narianas,

(7) A representative to be selected by the me_}ers of the

Popular Party of the _riana Islands District,

(8) A representative to be selected,by the me_e_ of the

Territorial Party of the ,_arianaIslands District,

(9) A representative to be selected by the members of t_

United Carolinian Association of Saipan, m%d

(10) A representative to be appointed by the _farianaIslands

District Administrator from a list of n_les to De

sul_mlttedbZ duly orsanized business associations, firms,

and orsanizations in the _,%rianaIslands District.

S_lection shall be made by resolution of any legislative body selecting,

and person to be selected need not De a member of the legislative body.

_ay person to be selected or.appointed to the Commission shall be twentT-one

(21_ years of age O_over, _.citizen of the Trus_ Territory o_ _he Pacific
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Jl isl.m_ds_andbona f_osiden': of Zhe _..arzsc,a !s!and_ Distric___.No person

who has been convicted of a felony by any court of the Trast Territory

imless the person so convic'_-ed]=asbeen pardoned and hm_ had restored to

hLm his civil rights. No person shall become a m_mber of the Commission

t,_liossand _til the _- "_,_'-_ " _
_i_poi,,_i,_=authoriO/ shall have inzor_.=d,,_oy.&etter,

_ •"thePresident o£ the _rlmna Is!_n_ Distric'_Legis!a_ure. Selection and

ilppointmen:Zo t]_eCommission shall be made within ninety (90) days fi-om

I,
the enactment of _/%isAct.

(B) The Cozm_issionshall select from its own members a

_lairm2_n_d such other officers as i_ m&y require;
.!

pro_ided, however, that the President of the Marimna

Islands District Legislature shall convene tl_o

C_n_nissionand preside at its first veering _nZil such.

time as a CYmir_._ncan be selected. _e first _,meting of

the Co_7_issionshall be called within thirty (30) days

after the appointr_nt of all members.

(C) _e Com.nission_my sdopZ such rules of procedure as iZ

deems necessary or appropria=e Zo exorcise its po_ers,

.<,

duties and ._gm_.cZions_n.dorthis Act.

(D] _em]_ership on the Co,_missionshall continue without

specified ten;_;provided_ however, thaz a _embor's

appointn?_=_may be revoked in the s_ne m&%ner as his

appoint_en't, for cause. Vacancies because of de_-_'_n,

resignation, inability to serve, or other reason, shall

b_ fiii_d in :he same r_?._moras rileorisinal appointment.

(E) _;_mboi_sof "theCommission sh-all bo compensated _ "_hoya_o

of _enty dollars ($20.00) per day when actually

................... ' ........................................ U"......................................................... "' '_ ..........................
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perfo_ing £nmctions of the Co,_dssion under tlds ACt

' : at the direction of the Cnairmmn, except that those

members who ate sover_xent en_loyees or f-all-tim

legislativeofficialsor employeesshall take leave

fromwork or leavewithoutpay from theirregular

govern_n_ or legislativepositionsin orderto receive

oon?ensationrenderthisAct. All membersshall also

receive travel expenses and per diem at Trust Territory

Goverm?.entrates. The Cqair_n shall certify all claims

for payment.

Section 3. Powers and Duties of the Co_mission. 7_ieCo_n_aissionshall have

" the followingpowersand duties:

(A) To make suc/lstudies as it may deem necessary concenling

' the issue of the zS/turepolitical status of the _arian_

: Isl&nclsDistrict ieadLnS toward a close political

_i. . relationship wiT/1the [hired States of America;

, :: 03)'/To 'establishcontactsand discussthe issueof f_ture

.. i ' :politicalstatusof the _riana IslandsDistrictwith
: . . ...

),,,, appropriatepersons and o_-ganizationswithinthe lhited
. States, and in.the United Nations, and solicit trader-

.. . ./ , ' . .

standingsupportof the positionof the peopleo_ the

MarianaIslandzDistrict;
"i

. (6_ To conduct discussions and negotiations with the United

StatesGovernn_nton the futurepoliticalstatusof the

_ariana [sl_qds District; provided, however, that any

a_reement_eadledon such issueshal-l not be bindingon

• OZgii
1
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the people of the _hriana Islands District until

ratified _rough a plebiscite or referendum;

(D) To conduct political education within the _'.ari_aTIS_an_s

District; .'_ ,, ' .

(E) To conduct a study of the alternative forms of democratic

internal government available, and prepare basic '[
,.. /!'

constitutional proposals for su_mission as working papers to[I

a _riana Islands Constitutional Convention, if the same be

authorized by the _riana Islands District Legislature, and

may study and make recon_rendationsconcernL_g the

organization sm_dtiming of a Constitutional Conv#ntion;

(P) It shall submit periodic reports concerning its activities

traderthis Act to the _.hrianaIslands District Legislature
,. _.,

during its regular session;

(G). It may employ oz engage consultants, technic_alservices and

any other staff as it _.ayrequire to effectively promote the

function of the Co_,nission. q_ne_,_'arianaIslmnds District

Legislature may ms]<eavailable tec_hnicalassistance to the

Cnnmdssion u_on request l'Jythe Chai_nan of the Con_ission; _nd

0q) To perform such other f_nctions or duties as the _fariana

Isl_mds District Legislature may by law or resolution

prescribe. The Cozm_issionshall have perpetual existence;

unless sooner terminated by the _.%rianaIslands District

Le$islature.

Section 4. There is hereby av_orooriatedout of any unobligated surplus in

the General Pund oE the ?4arianaIslands District Legislature,
C.5oooo )

the sum 0£ Twenty-Tive Thousand Dollars ($_4_-_o cart

out the pul%_oseof this Act, and s]mll remain available until

expended.

I
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PAGE SIX

Secition5. _e District Treasurer is hereby authorized to m_(e the f_nds

authorized hy this Act available to the Con_nission,who shall

have control over the expenditure of these funds in accordance

with the purposes_of this Act. 'The sum herein appropriated

shall be expended atthe request, direction and approval of the

! 6qmirman of the Commission.

Section 6. This Act Shall take effect upon approvalby the District

" Administrator, or upon its becoming law without such approwal.

PASSED BY T_ 3RD. _'ARIANAISIAAI_ DISTRICT LEGISLA_ WAY 18, 1972.

President

/

• _ , DANIEL T. _.'UNA" _ --

Legislative'Secretary

Signed this _._ day o£ 1972.

I
----'------ ! .... ' ' .i

District A_2fnistrator ',
_riana is_ands District ' "

1


