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SAIPAN HAY 19 (MNS)..-THE MARIANA ISLANDS DISTR.ICT

LEGISLATURE HAS PASSE{) ON FINAL. READING AN :HI.STORiC ACT

CREATING A MARIANAS pOLITICAL STATUS COMMISSION, THE
- . ACTION CAME AT THE. THURSDA-Y --(MA-Y--I8 ) _MEETING OF: THE '.,

LEGISLATURE'S .SPECIAL sESSION WHICH BEGAN .LAST WEEK:,

ACCORDING TO THE APPROVED LEGISLATIONs THE COMMiSi
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SION WILL CONSIST OF FIFTEEN PEOPLE: TWO PERSONS TO BE SELECTED
BYTHE MARIANAS DISTRICT LEGISLATURE; THE TWO MARIANAS REPRESEN-

TATIVESTO THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON FUTURE STATUS OF THE CONGRESS

.OF MICRONESIAI TWO PERSONS EACH FROM THE TINIAN_ ROT_ AND SAI-

PAN COUNCILSI ONE PERSON TO BE SELECTED BY THE MAYOR OF SAiPAN -
TO REPRESENT THE PEOPLE OF THE NORTHERN MARIANAS; .ONE REPRE_EN- !_i
TATIVE EACH FROM THE MARIANAS POPULAR PARTY_ TERRITORIAL PAPTYa
UNITED CARILINIAN ASSOCIATION OF SAIPAN, AND ONEFROM DULY

ORGAnIZEDBUSINESS ASSOCIATIONSs FIRMS AND ORGANIZATIONS IN THE

MAR!ANAS TO _E SELECTED BY THE MARIANAS DISTRICT ADMINISTRATOR,
THE SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT TO THE COMMISSION WILL BE MADE
WITHIN 90-DAYS,

TPE ACT FURTHER GIVES THE COMMISSiON AUTHORITY TO MAKE

STUDTES CONCERN:ING THE ISSUE OF THE FUTURE POLITICAL STATUS OF
THE _ARIANS DISTRICT LEADINGTO A CLOSE.POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP
WITH THE UNITED STATES. THE COMMISSION IS ALSO AUTHORIZED TO
ESTABLISH- CONTACTS WITH APPROPRIATE PERSONS .AND ORGANIZATIONS

IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN THE UNITED NATIONSs AND SOLICIT

UNDERSTANDING SUPPORT FoR THE POSITION OF T_E PEOPLE OF THE
MARIANASo
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FURTHERMOREs THE COMMISSION IS AUTHORIZED WO ;CONDUCIT

D;I.SCUSSIONS .AND NEGO_I.ATI.ONS_WITH THE U..,S:o ;_ON "T.HE _FU?URE.@OE:i - _:

TIC A_L STATUS O.L_HE_:M.A:R:!_g._.A:S__D/I:S_R:I_C_T_.AND_RRO_!_DES_LTH.A_T- "T-HE - li!;
I. SSUE .W'I.;LL_ NOT _BE BIND]NG ON 'THE"PEOPLE _Or "THE; MAR:IAN-AS "

UNTIE RATIFZI ED "THROUGH:... A -PEE'B_ISC.• . ITTE-;OR _E;FE'R_NDUM;; _!i" THE ._'C,T...P RO VIDE S.-'_H AT i. THE ':C.OMMIISS;I_N ._C0 ND_C:_ -'_ROL;I'T I C,-A_L..........
E DU C-AT IO N ,W.I TH I N THE _MA.'RiI A NAS '_D;I S_ R I"C T .A ND -:P'REP-A RE ;B A S I C.
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