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RD,!,IR;<: S OF sr::N..v]'o!_ EI.)'7,_.RI) DLG. PANG_,LI,_,\N.. _,

: .. "72 UNITED N.,','fiONS TRUSTEESIIIP COUNCIL liE,\RINGS _FIPI g[_2[-'_!
,_ Mr. President and distinguished members of the United .Nations

Trusteeship CouP,cil:

_. I appear before you today as a petitioner, an elected

.: representative of all of the people of the Mariana Islands D:istvict

' of the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, and a special

delegate of those people. I have come here today to speak on

2'. ""'
'.". ,

•' but one issl_e, yet perhaps it is this issue which concerns all of

us in Micronesia most. It is the issue of our future political status.

qq_e people of the Marianas District desire a close political

relationship with the United States of America, much closer than

t!iat presently being considered by ti_u Congress of I,iicron_sia

<
and Its Joint Committee on _.-h/tureStatus. For this' reason, it _s

the position of the Mariana islands Delegation to the Congsress that

a separate Statement of Position on the issue of future political

. , statu._ is necessary. '.
I

-%.

" Consequently, we have prepared this separate Statement of

...: Ibsit!on on the issue of future political status because, in our
•. :_

op.in_on, the actions of the Congress of Microne_ia and, by its :.

mandate, the Joint Committee on Future Political Status, have moved

further and furzher away from a position of close political __"a .... ]].iation

_0'ith the Gover-.'_r.ent of ;he United States of America. l'he m:ljo:'i iv.

of the people of the _,lariana Islands District, as expressed tb:'ou_:h . ..

¢_v_" r(_proYenl::Itivo:; in Congress, and throtl_:il them, tt/o. Di_._t,'iq!.:
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........._ Representatives on the Joint Committee, feel that the direction

• _' •endorsed by the Joint Committee is not in the best inte_sts of the

•.- people of the _ariana Islands District.

, It must be stated at the outset that mere separation for

separation's sake is not and has not been our aim. We advocate our
• i

present position for the soie reason that we desire a close political

_ _"• union _th the United States of America -- a membership in the United

' States political family, and a f'uture political status which the

. h ' 'L_

•., Joint Committee, its predecessors, and tile Congress of l[icronesia as

a whole has rejected.

Hore than any other nation with which ve have had contact,

the United States has 5 _'.... rouont to _cronesia the values which we

cheris}i and the economic goals which we desire. A close political

affiliation with the United States -- closer than that of "Free

Association" -- holds a promise for our future of preserving those

values and implementing _hose goals.

_! We have traveled extensively throughout our District with

i other members of our •Delegation. Ve have visited Kota, Tinian and

the northern islands, and have met with the people of Saipan, and
b

_.:efind that the vast majority o-f our people share the views

presented to you in this S_aLe-.ent.

What, then, are these values and goals? The values are hum_n

rights'. 'Aicronasia has for too long been dominated by autocratic

.l_:talone of :.licronesians. The coming of the United States, on .

I 035SS9
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:., of democracy, of a society which practiced the theory that a

" _'--:"_ government should be "of the people by the people and for the

i.i: " people," of the Bill of Rights, unsuring tha_ every man is created

.:7./.:"
.... equal under the law and guaranteeing his human rights, of a country

........ which has historically been a refuge for the oppressed and a land

-. :_ of opportunity for all people, was brought to ?licronesia by the

-""_ United States. Thanks to this great country, Hicronesians now

. ...._::! live as free men for the first time in four and a half centuries.
.'-."i

' _ Political union with the United States will ensure that we

_'-vi keep this freedom so long denied us. With this freedom, of course,

-- ... comes obligations. We recognize the United States position that
./,

political stability in IIicronesia is key to the effort to maint:_in
(

.. ..,._eaceand security in the Pacific. As merabers of tile Pacific

_.-_ Co,.imunity, as a people which have been ravaged by war witilin the

-_: memory of every single member of this Council, we cannot uay too

_"..:.: strongly that peace must. reign in the Pacific, and that _.:armust

:_: never again destroy our islands. For this reason, we desire to
-:_ .:

• 'J

•:_ _ make our contribution to the United States, which promises to keep

......_ the peace, as our share in the maintenance of peace and security

in the Pacific.

-_2-i "'.i -- - -

".'! 'i The goal is economic development. Sin,[,J.ystated, we are of

.'-i the opinion that the United States has more to offer iiicrone._;iaI.n

this area than any other nation. It seems to be the general conclusion
• i

" _ in i.[icronesia that sca'_eform of association is necessary/ to eu:;ure

< ;_," continu;-cion of tiae ._rocess_of _cono;,.ic dc-',.'.]ci:::_:_.t. ,, (:il:_i'; _',,,i'

study of the possessions, territories, and other members of Cixc
035670
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_-_....ited States political family makes in clearthat a close. -, .

i-.:i..i.: political relationship can ensure that degree of economic develop- -._

":::"_-.:_ ment _hieh our people desire. American Samoa an unincorporated '" !.

::-.;_ .ii.i U. S, territory, as compared with independent Western Samoa, is

..".-'.t'. one example. The Cormnonwealth of Puerto Rico, with by far the

_. ': highest per capita income and standard of living in the Carrihean,

._i ". is another. --And, closer to home, one has only to compare economic

:/ ".! development on Guam, an unincorporated U. S. territory, with that

:,-.:".J Further, a brief examination of world political and economic

_"_ _ conditions shows a high correlation bet_:een political stability

•' :.i and economic developnient. We remain uncertain about a future
v'..

•:_:.' for Hicronesia when the relationship under which that future will
- ? , .

' " _ake place is itself intentionally.and specifically made uncertain.

We are prepared to become a permanent member of the United States
,'..!

: i political family for the sake of political stability, without
,?_,'i

!.;7.! which there can be no economic stability.
...'-'! °

•..: ... We are not afraid of possible abuse under such an arrangement

• . "j

."i:._ with the United States. We know that the United States is not a
::>'<i

"_ perfect couhtry; in today's world we doubt "_hether any country so
!

i large and complex could be. But, we are satisfied that the United

States Constitution offers us enough latitude to be able to protect

! • °
-' , our people from loss of their l_nds or wholesale economic comlnation

" '! by outsiders, and also to control the rate and nature of this develop- -
I

. _

1 ment at a satisfactory level• Neither do we abrogate our rights to

i ,',gotiate with the United States toward _he most raver_:_].e rc._c,]utic_1

•of our o_.rnposition on such specific issues as may arise.

,,.... b e. not ,d tha  ffiliation  ith tho U.i od 03567[



.....::': States will have _he Effect of assimilation of our culture

_:_: ....._ into that of the United States We recognize this. Our culture in• .i,_ _

i,.:iii,/'ii'.i the Narianas, however, has been already considerably .ffected by

• _, German ,
".."_.:::_;i.,foreign cultures, Spanish/and Japanese as well as _Imerlcan. We

_:..i:": view this phenomenon as a necessary adjunct to _he process of
. . ::

'i:ii':_i..," economic development:. Further, we find that this amalgamation

'h,.:{ has worked toward _he strengthening of our people, and has reinforced
'.. :_ L(

L,__: our desire for social advancement. ..
• " .i:_

...,,:" In short, we believe that close political ties with the ,

"_".' United States, such as were embodied in the 1970 Commonweal_h

. -:.. Offer, represent the ideal goal for the people of the IIarianas

.... ( "he Congress of 14icronesia, and through it ti_e Joint Committee, .

/'."_.. has rejected this proposal. We believe further th,at the cOnCEpt
'f ,

-, ' of Free Association, as mandated by the Congress and inter?retedi

'.._"-__ by the Joint Committee, does not and cannot meet the needs or

'}:/:" :! satisfy the desires and aspirations of the people of the /[arianas

:_.i:'.'i., Dis tric _.

• _ The recent Third Round of ";egotiations, held at Hana, Haul, _nd
L-

, .."._ _he Fourth Round of 1._egotiations held at Koror, Palau, has indicated

" other than _hose which we of the }iarianas desire. While WE re:;pect

"_ ' and defend _i_e right of all of the people of /.Licronesia to the

" free choice of political status, _.:eare of the opinion that the -

. 'Jire_t_on taken ",;it'.'inthe _3t t_.,:o,,e_r_ tc.':ardfree uasoc;_,_.i,:,_

"'_ _,_:i_dei_cndencc differs :;o considerably from our o;.m desired

_i_-_-cti,:-,_. th_: -.'e feel l._e cannot be _arties to the
, 035672
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(. achievement of that choice. Accordingly, at the close of tlle

_ ?_ Fourth Round of Negotiations in Koror, =he Mariana Islands

iii:i.!i'ii!)! District F,epresentatives on the Joint Committee transmitted

a request to the United States Delegation asking whether the United

".- a I.[ariana Islands District guture Political Status Commission.

; The United States Delegation responded affirmatively to this proposal.

:":' The only choice open to us is a separate political destiny.

I am, therefore, privileged to report to you today that

ii(:'j legislat_ien has been in_roduced in the ?iariana Islands District

"_ Legislature authorizing the creation of a separate Future Political

• /'L.'

:::_ Status Conmaission for the Harianas District, empowered to enter into

'_nd conduct: separate negotiations with the United States regarding
.o ,

a future political status for the l._riana Islands.

.. Members of the Council should be assured, however, that the

.::F ilarianas Delegation pledges its full, complete and unequivocal

::.::., support/ fthe right of the .• • •.... .._ _"........S_,_ _,,_ Of the Joint _omm__ 'tree

:'[

.... to seek the attainment of _;hatever future political status tlley

""•"__ aspire to, . and respectfully requests that ogher delegations. .._ s °

...]. reciprocate with regard to the position of the people of the

Ha [l an-as.

-:;!"'"4

i" The people of .the ;.'.arianaIsl_nd_ D/strict i_ave asked me to e:.:pr.z'.;s

their hope to this Council today that the Council _eill look favorably

upon the political aspirations of the people of the District, aud upon

-": -:-';.:tu P..2:OtJ,qtiOi_'3 :_'iththe i:_:L'c:.:d St,_.t_::; devote:i to.;.-_r:i Li,,:

k_.;chi.c?.,e::_qntor" tl_a_ stn_u.'_ ice 'oe.Lle_e'"' _i_at _.:e,like all of the

, 035673
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2:.._ :-eeople of ILicronesla and of ghe world, have the right to choose

.!.!,..,..... our own political destiny; and in making such choice, to assure .:

;_,.:i! for ourselves the freedoms guaranteed to us by the United Nations

:-.,i::i"' Charter and _he Trusteeship Agreemen=.

-..;!:./ Thank you very much.
';=

.1:3:'* " ""

J
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_i . I%_ARIANA ISLANDS DISTRICT, IT IS :,_ SOLE,_,INOBLIGATION TO ADVISE
- ?!.. -:._

' _ TIIIS COUNCIL OF TIIE POLITICAL ASPIRATIONS OF OUR PEOPLE,

:" '' "_".... AND OF THE LONG QUEST FOR TIIE FULFILL_IEB"r OF TIIOSE ASPIRATIONS.

_..:.:_,.,_,"._i....• OVER THE COURSE OF 451 YEARS, OUR PEOPLE HAVE EXPERIENCED

; TIIE DOMINANCE OF FOUR FOREIGN POr;ERS IN ;IICRONI.]SI,\. BY VIRTUE

•, .. /",{

"'}-'il OF A_EXATION OR CON._UEST, AND V/ITHOVF OUR CONSULTATIO"; OI_

...... :: CONSIDERATION, OUR IIO?,iES AND LIVI2.S ;'/ERE ABRUFTLY CH,\NGED.

; -..2::");
.: .... TttE FIRST I'/ESTERN VISITOR TO MICRONESI,\, FERDIN,kND ;I,:\GELL.\N,"-'L-- ._ °,Q

•, L'.: .'. i

!...:', .....l I%IC,,O,_.'.SIA FOR At2dOST 380 YEARS. AT Tile END OF TtiE SPANIStI-
........ "'" mI _.IlO,,r,o I.\, ALL TIIF..: :..:;.._ AMERICAN IVAR iN 1899, ,qOST OF ETL,JIC "' _ _'_" AND

ISLANDS _','tIICII NOV/ COMPRISE THE TRUST TERRITORY OF TIIE PACIFIC

.:._:.!._:/ ISLANDS, _gERE SOLD TO GE_,IAAW. OUR NEIGHBORING ISLAND Oi,'

::-....:..... _. GUM,I, INIIABITED DY OU[_ CI,,\a_O,_r,O COUSINS, f/AS C_DI"D BY SPAIN
.::/, .. "_"

.;':.'f ,

":..... TO "I'IIE UNITED STA_ES. THI'_ GEPJ, IANS, TOO, _'ERI"; UNABL?: TO liOLD

MICIIONSSIA DUE TO INCREASING MILITARY PRESSUi_ES AND D:2,1ANDS

IN OTIIER PARTS OF THE ;','ORLD. AS GERMANY ?,lOVEDOh-f, JAPAN

_'i:/i!i":.',;':_ MOVED IN. SIIE LATER LEGITI/,IATiZED IIER CLAIM TO ,',IICRO?;7,SI_

::"":"_" THROUGil A ?,iAND,-\TE GR:\NTaZD BY TIIZ LEAGUE OF N..XTiO'/,'3 ",IICRONESIA

:: y/!i7 RI.IM,XINED AS A JAPANESE ",I.\NDATE U_TIL THE Ci/SSI,,v D\YS OF V,'ORL;)

: -,it'-',']

TI_.EtdEN['.,OUS COST,. FROM THE jAP,.\NE.SE BY "File FORCES OF 3"\iV. UhIl'i);D

"_-"_i STATES, ;','ITHIN Tm,,A,, Y:.;ARS ,£_,_R...,lr'T,',_, "i'Hi_ b_i'f[::I) ST:'_'['?:S HAD
2./.]

,: • g **

•., CONCLUDED /%ND SIGNED _';ITII THF. UNITED ,,,\,iONo ,lTRUS'i"_.;i.;Si;IP
. ...: ,..]

.' " "I

... ':' :i

"_' "_ F2"'

, i>i %1) t
;i-<i 0a5717
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-._ } AGREk_:,_ENT "FOR ?,IICRONESIA. THIS TRUST]'_ESIIiP AGREEMENT HAS BEEN

..

. • /-.. IN EFFECT SINCE 19,17, OR FOR AL'dOS'? 25 YEAR,_.



SPANISH DID ON RELIGION. THE JAPAN>_SE ,\D:,_I-NISTRATIONACHIEVED

" NOTABLE SUCCESSES IN Tile FIELD OF ECONOMIC DEVEIX)PMENT,

• ALTIIOUGH IT IS TRUE TIL\T MOST OF TIIIS DEVELOPMENT ACCRbq'D

EhWERPIIENEURS. THE LOCAL PEOPLE WERE AFFORDED ONLY A VErY

LIMITED OPPORTUNITY TO ADVANCE TI_IR EDUCATIONS .LEVEL, AND IIU?.I,'\N

RIGHTS AND DIGNITY WER2. PRIVILEGES R_..ol..RVEDEXCLUSIVELY FOR Till':

: " 7 % • ".,"i

" :'" JAPANESE. TIlE COMING OF THE A?,IERICANS USIIERED IN A NE;;' ERA FOR

US. FOR THE FIRST TIME IN FOUR CI:.,_TUI{IES, VIE COULD ENJOY:TtIF

FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS TO V:HICII ALL MEN ARE ENTITLED, A?,IEI_.iCA

BROUGIlT US ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, EDUCATION, AND lli:::\l;l'iICARl:;.

)/':'J;_ AFrER SO MANY YI,I.\RS,_TE HAV£: CO_,iETO 15EGIN TO SEE TIIE DAY _';HEN

::. :<.: i.':j_ WE WILL BE ABLE TO RbV OUR O?,_ GOVERND,H':NT. AS A DIRECT RESULT,

:;:-'_:_"; WE ARE BEGI*N_ING TO T,%KE OUR OBLIGATION TO OURSELVES AND OUR
•"< : i:

_;/:::! PEOPLE MORE SERIOUSLY: OUR OBLIGATION TO ARRIVE :\T A SYSTEM O1"

" _ GOVEIL\_,IENT WHiCII WILL BE MOST BENEFICIAL TO OUR Pi::OPL'L':; A,

.>,-.:.:::_,:_ GOVERN%lENT TIIAT V/ILL CONTINUE TO ASSURE TIIE i'uA_w,_,,_,_t_, 13...... TY
/<<<::!-i

OF ALL MEN AND PROTECT AND P_ESERVE THE OTHER Fb_t ....}..,F.\LilbT.i,\N

RIGIITS.
::.<:.]

_• _""_ OUR PEOPLE,, ,\FI'ER A' ]UAI_s_:R-C_NIU_ OF A,X;ERIC,\N Ai)I,IINIS'I'R.',TIO;i,

. :.:.._ HAVE COME TO KNOV/.TIiE AI,.IEi{iCAN SVSTEM OF GOVERN2,1i_NT, "]'ili"

-_"_ CONCEPT OF DE/.IOCRACY.HA'S BECO:.IE VERY i:,IPORT,\NTTO US. AS A

.-.'. RESULT, WE tlAVE Br, r,N VERY ACTI_ IN EXPI_ESSING OUR ";'ISIIES AS 70

....] _...:
-. i

: 4
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