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" THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON " .

0]d Exec. Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C.

,: June 9, 1972
I

Senator Lazarus Salii
Chairman, Joint Con_ittee

on Future Status
Congress of Micronesia

,. Dear Lazarus :

Thank you for your prompt answer to my letter of Nay 19, ]972.
The opening of our Washington talks on the ]2th of July is accept-
able. Wewill certainly be looking forward' to your arrival and
to a continuation of the negotiations.

Using the Joint Communiquesigned at Kororas a point of
departure, I hope we can formalize the agreements which we have
reached in principle into the more precise language of a draft'

• Compact,.covering the c0ntro] of laws and ]and, foreign affairs
and defense responsibilities.andprovisions for termination. _

Our discussion in July on the question of financewill depend,
on how far your delegationwill be prepared to go in answeringthe
questionswe raised at Hana and Koror. Before any understanding
on levels of future budgetarysupport can be reachedwe will have
to know a great deal more than we do now. _e will have to have
your views on what U.S. FederalPrograms and Serviceswill be

! requestedupon the terminationof the TrusteeshipAgreement.
These requirementswill have to be costed out includingthe
projectedexpenses and revenues of your new governmentbefore
we can begin to think aboutany specific levels of fundingand
the over-all financialobligationswhich the U.S. would be
willingto undertakeunder the terms of the Compact.

The U.S. Delegationwill also be prepared to discuss further
the 9uestion of a smooth and orderly transitionfrom Trusteeshi_.......

- to full self-government.As I said at Palau, transitionalsteps
will, to a very•largeextent depend upon internal Micronesian
initiativesand decisionswith respect to the nature,structure,
and divisionsof authoritywithin your future government,and it•
was for this reason •thatthe U.S.'proposedat Koror.the early

callingof a broadly representativeConstitutionalConvention. i
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Withoutknowing what kind of successorgovernmentyou will.•" . ].....
...• have it will be difficultto map outan orderly and effective ._.

,: plan for transition. That is why we continue to believe that .", ......'
•'•. theca!ling of a ConstitutionalConvention is a necessaryfirst ,. _

• step in the transitionalprocess. I would like to assure you --,
i ' :' again that the USG will cooperate and will provideMicronesia....

wlth whatever,assistanceit may need and desire as it begins r
• the importanttask of drafting its future Constitution• ._•'.
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" Assuming"thatwe will 'besuccessful in translatingagree-
ments in the areas covered in the Koror joint communiqueinto _ ._
the languageof a Compact,we will still have a number of - ._..•,,._

.... substantiveissues to resol.vebefore a first draft Compact _ ..
• can be finished. I have alreadymentioned finance. My final _ .._ •.:

statement at Koror pointed out that our differencesin this ..._ .
area may be substantialand that it appeared from•your
presentationsand proposals that we were far apart in our
thinkingwith •respectto the amounts and rationalfor U.S,

•fundingof your future government.

I do hope that these and other differencescan be narrowed ....
in July. In order to expedite our further deliberations,I • ..
will be sendingyou under separatecover a list of some of the

_ im issues and questionswhich we hope your delegation :
will givethought to before the opening of the July•talks.

In addition toworking toward a draft Compact in July,
we have other importanttasks ahead of us and I should re- ,
emphasizethat before tileUnited States can sign a final
Com)act, a number of supplementaryagreementsmust be pre- .."":_.,.
negotiated. These includethe arrangementsfor U.S. military ".
use of designatedMicronesianlands, a jurisdictionalagree- .
ment governing the stationingof U.S. forces in Micronesia
in the post Trusteeshipperiod and a defense agreementwhich
would go into•effectin the event of termination.

All of this means that we willhave a full agenda for our •
next meeting. If you think it would be desirable I would.be .......'.
ila to have severalmeetings with you andEkpap during the
first week in July here in Washington. This would give us ..:
an opportunityfor a preliminaryexchange of views on the
agenda and for jointly planning thetalks_%Q_make-them-as......... ..
_productive-as-poss-ib1-e_---Onesuggest_which. I'have already
made is the pgssibilitythat our work can be expedi.tedby

assignlngsome tasks to joint study and sub-negotiating
groups.
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