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_, PONAPE, AUGUST 2_ {MNS)---THE :CONVRESS OF: MICRONESIA IS FACED

_ WITH A SERIOUS LEGAL' AND POL:ITICAL PROBLEM DURING iTS ICURRENT _

'_' SPEEIAL:SESSIDN: IN PONAPEI WHAT TO DO ABOUT THE .MARIANA CSLANDS
DISTRICT, [

:..... TNIS QUESTION, WHICH _HAS UNDERLAIN MUCH OF; THIS YEAR'S

STATUS ACTIVITY, F'INALLY'SURFACED. THI.S WEEK, TWO .SPOKESMEN '

;;:. PAGE THREE: RUHGSAA_B_3 UNCLAS

;- FOR THE MAR:IANAS FORMALLYAND 'PUBLICLY ASKED THAT_THEIR DISTRICT

;: BE- WRITTEN OUT OF, NEXT YEAR.,S PROPOSED :MICGONESIAN CONSTITUTIONAL_,_
..--JCONVENTION,

THE REQUEST C_ME THURSDAY IAUGUST 24).DURING A _HEARING OF" _.

THE' SENATE; COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND HEANS_ ON THE BILL: THAT
.ESTABLISH_ THE: CONVENTION, THAT BILL PROVIDES FOR DELEGATES

---"-FROM EACH OF THE SIX?RUST TERRITORY DISTRICTS FOR A CONVENTION
• NEXT YEAR THAT"WOU/.D DRAW UP TH_ HICROHESIANCONSTiTUTION, AND

_" ESTABLISH THE FORM OFGOVERNMENT FOR A MICRONESIA IN "FREE
;. ASSOCIATION" WITH THE UNITED STATES,

TNEREIN LIES THE CONGRESS OF MICRONE.:gIA'S DILEMMA, THEMAJORITY OF_ PEOPLE IN THE' MARIANAS, AS EXPRESSED BY THEIR
_: ELECTAD LEADERS'_ DO NOT WANT TO ENTER INTO THE SAME: FREE

" ASSOCIATION STATUS AS THE OTHER FIVE DISTRICTS, THEY WANT A

! CLOSER, MORE ENDURING RELATIANSHIP wITH THE UNITED STATES A_D

: . E HAVA ESTABL!ISHED THEIR OWN STATUS COMMISSION TONNEGOTIATE

SEP_I_ATELY TOWARD THAT EMD, BUTNCAN THE CONGRESS LEGALLY LEAVE
"" THE; MARIANAS OUT 'OF ?HE"BILL? AND WHAT WOULD THIS DO TO THE

..... HOPES, STILL: HELD. BY MANY CONGRESFMEN, FOR SOMEHOW RETAINING THE
"_'" SIX-DISTRIC_ UNITY OF. MIVRONESIA? THE VONGRESS BEGAN THIS WEAK TO

. _ ..............................................................PAGE FOUR RUHGSAA#863 UNCLAS

B_,, COME TO GRIPS WITH THESE PROBLEHS,
SENATOR OLYHPIO BORJU AND REPRESENTATIVE'HERMAN O, GUERRERO

MADE THE MARIANAS APPEAL DURINV THE HEAR'ING:

"IT IS' MY CONVICTION," SAID SENATOR BORJA_ "THAT TMIS

(CONSTITUTIONALNVONVENTION) Plt.l.':WHICH WILL FNA_LE .THE _'FOPLF

OF MICRONESIA TO BEG_N CONFTPUCTIN(.; THE LFGAL FPAHEWORK i.r}l,

THEIR FUTURE GOVFRNMENT, SHO(ILI?I.(_F _H(_Hf)ICD _0 Tt.tAT THF MARIAN A
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ISLAK_DS D.ISTRICT WILL h_OT B_ INCLUDED IN THE cOMPOSITION OF THE

- DELEGATES TO THE CONVENTION..,

N REPRESENTATIVE GUERRERO SAID= "THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANA_,
AS WAS MANIFESTED ON NUMEROUS.OCCASIONF, ARE PURSUING A COURFE

WHICH WILL EVENTUALLY LEAD THEM. TO A FUTURE POLI. TICAL STATUS

DIFFERENT FROM THAT NOW _CONT_MPLATAO BY THE CONGRESS
OF' MICRONESIA. BECAUSE OF. THIS DIFFERENT POLITICAL ASPIPATINN,

WE. WISH TO BE EXcLUDE D FROM THE FUTURE SET.UP OF THE GOVERNMENT
OF MICRONESIA."

/_ THE CONGRESS MUST NOW DECIDE WHETHER,NUNDER TERMS OF THE
SECRETARCAL: ORDER WHICH PRESCRIBES ITS POWERS AND AUTHORITY, IT

...._i CAN LEGALLY EXCLUDE ONE DISTRICT FROM ALPIECE OF LEGISLATION SUCH
" US THE CONSTITUTIONAL' CONVENTiON BILL', BUT THE LAWMAKERS MUST ALSO

" PAGE FIVE RUHGSAA4863 UNCLAS
ASK THEMSALVES WHETHER THEY ARE GOING. TO OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZE AND

PERHAPS SANCTIOH THE MARIANAS' PURSUIT OF_ SEPARATE STATUS_ AND IF

- }: SO AT WHAT POINT IN THE PROCESF THEY AREGOINGNTO DO SO.

_- AS FAR AS THE MEMBERS OF THE CONGRESS FROM THE MARIANAS ARE

SENATOR BORJA POINTS OUTTHAT'THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS HAVE,

- THROUGH REFERENDA_ PETITIONS TO BOTH THE U.N. AND THE _U.U.,
RESOLUTIONS OF THE DISTRICT LEGISLATURE, AND BY ENDORSEMENT OF

... THE 197Q U.S. COMMONWEALTH PROPOSAL, AMPLY DEMONSTRATEDNTHFIR
PEELINGS. MOREOVER,NHE SAYS, THE UNITED STATES_ THROUGH
AMBASSADOR FRANKLIN HAYDN WILLIAMS, HAS AGREED TO THE MARIANAS
RFQUEUT. FOR SEPARATE STATUS TULI<S_ THE DISTRICT LEGIULATURE HAS
CREATED ITS. STATUS. COMMISSION, AND THE GROUP HAS NOW BEEN NAMED
AND IS READY TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS.

I_ "FROM THESE THREE EXAMPLES ALONE," SAID THE SENATOR, "IT

SHOULD' BE. CRySTAL-CLEAR THAT THE MARIANAS INTENDS TO AND WILL
-FO-RGv ITS-OWN-POLI-Ti-C-AP..-D-_STCN_ _-N-CON.FO.NN-A-N.GE=W-IITH THE EX._RESSED

RE OF, I PEOPLE, AND WITH OFFICIAL' SANCTION OF THE

_c_I_I OESIADMINISTERING.AUTHORITY,"STS

._ SENATOR BORJA AND REPRESENTATIVE GUERRERO BOTH PRESENTED

pAGE EIX RUHGSAA4863 UNCLAS

_" WR.I.TTEN .STATEMENT S TO THE. HEARING- THEIR VIEWS WERE ECHOED F_Y
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REPRESENTATIVE CARLOS SHODA OFTHE MARIANAS_ AND THE OTHER MEMBERF
OFTHEDELEGATION WERE ALSO PRESENT. REPRESENTATIVE FELIPE ATALIG

WAS IN THE GALLERY_ AND SENATORNEDWARD PANGELiNAN IS A MEMBER OF

THE COMMITTEEM ALL OP THEM _EEM TO AGREE THAT THE MURIANAS SHOULD
_: NOT BE APART OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL cONVENTION,

LEGAL OPiINION, .HOWEVAR_ SEEMS TO BE IN AVREEMENT TMAT TH_

CONGRESS OF MICRONESIA CANNOT, AT LEAST UNDER PRESENT cIRcuMSTANCES,
_.' 9

; PAFS A CONSTITUTIONAL. CONVENTIONNBILL THAT EXCLUDES THE MARIANAS,

' MICHAEL WMiTE OF THE: LEGISLATIVEMC.OLINSEL'_ OFFICE WAU

SPECIFICALLY ASKED THIS QUESTION DUITING I:HE TLIRSDAY HEARING°HE REPLIED THAT HE r=='_=_,_ EXCLUS{ON Or THE HARIANAS FROM THE

BILL WOULD RENDEN T_4E_BILL ILLEGAL.. WHITE LATER ADDED_ HOWEVER_

THAT HE IS IN COMPPETE AGREEMENTNWITH THE RIGHTS 'OF ALL OF THE

PEOPLES OF THE TRUST.TERRiTORY TO DETERMINE THEIR :OWNFUTURE

POL'ITICALSTATUS.

• "IF THE PEOPLE OF THE MARIANAS WANT A SEPARATE POLITICAL

( _uTuRE," HE SAID, _THEN I SUPPORT THECR >DESIRE ONEHUNDRED PER
....... CENT.,,,MY ONLY OBJECT;ON IS TO THE PATH TOTHAT GOALWHICH IS

BEING FOLLOWED,"

t/
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