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STATE FoR IO/UN=

COMTWELVE FOR AMBASAADOR WILLIAMS

OEFENSE FOR OSD/ISA

WHITE HOUSE FOR HOLDRIDGE {NSC)

SUBJECTsPOLITIC_,L STATUSI CONGnESS C,.LLS _'OR NEGOTIATIONS O,u
INDEPENDENCE

SHORTLY BEFORE ADJOURNMENT £E_T 2 BOTH SFNATE AND HO'J.SE
PASSED SJR I17 I_EPORTED PPEVlOUS TEL T_IS SERIFS AND COPIES

fORWARDED) WHICH, IN AMFNDED VEeSION,, AUThOrIZED AND DIRECT.rD
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JOINT STATUS COMMITTEE "TO CONDUCT NFGOTIATION_ WITH THE UNITED
STATE REGARDING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MICRONESIA AS I_DEPENDENT

NATIONa WHILE CONTINUIMG NEGOTIATIONS TOWAR_ F_EE ASSOCIATION."

PASSAGE CAME BY CLOSE VOICE VOTE AFTER DEBATE IN SENATE_ BUT

SLIPPED THROUGH QUICKLY INHOUSE AFTE_ SHORT SUPPOPTING REMARKS

BY NAKAYAMA {TRLIK) AND OPPOSIT!ON _Y MANGEFE1. {YAPI NNO THOUGHT

RESOLUTION WOULD ONLY COMPLICATE T_E JO_ OF HAeD-WORKING STATUS

COMMITTrE_ AND SAID THAT'A _AJ_#ITY OF MICRO_ESIANS DO IN FACT

WANT INDEPENDENCE. THERE IS NOTHING TO NEGOTIATE.
CONGRESS HAD BEFORE _T REPOPT O_, THE RESDLUTIG_ _ROM
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SENATE JUDICIAPY AND GOVERNMENTAL OPERATIONS COMMITTEEs SIGNEO

BY AMAR_ICH, SAL.IIa TUN AND BO_JA iWHO NOTED NON-CONCURRENCE),

cOPIES _ORWARDE_), REPORT ASSERTED IT WAS NOT PASSIN3 JUDGEMENT

O_ DRAFT COMPACT, BUT BELIEVED IT PRUDENT TO BEGIN NEGOTIATING
ALTERNATIVE FORMS OF STATUS IN CASE FREE ASSOCIATION PROVES
UNACCEPTABLEI PEOPLE SHOULD HAVE CLEAR CHOICEo AGREEMENT OF
CHAIRMAB: OF JOI_JT STATUS COMMITTEE WAS NOTE_, REPORT SAID
RESOLUTION IS NOT A DECLA_ATIO_ OF Ir_DE_ENDENCE_ BUT IS "ONE
OF THE pOST HISTORICALLY SIGNIfICAnT DOCUMENTS OUP CONGRESS
_AS EVEP CONSIDERED,"
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CONG;ESSMAN ALSO HAD CO=IE_ OF AN OPEN LETTEP (COPIES

FORWARDED) CIRCULATED YESTERDAY MORNING SEPT 2t ADDRESSED
TO SENATE PRESIDENT AND MOUSE SPEA_E_a ASSE_TING KICRONESIA_S
FULL SOVEREIGNTY AND DECLA_I,_G THAT SIGNERS WOULD NOT SUPFORT
ANY ASSOCIATION WITH TME U?S. "IF SUCH AN A_SOCIATiON WILL

NOT PROTECT THE INALIENABLE RIGHTS 0_ OUR PEOPLE." LETTER

WAS SIGx;ED BY SIXTEEN CONS_ES£_EN {13 REmRESENTATIVES
AND 3 SFNATORS) AND LISTED FOLLOWING POINTS IN THEIR

POSITIO,_: I, ASSOCIATION BETWEEN MICPONESIA AMp US MuST
BE SEALED BY TREATY, NC}T CO_qPACT.

2, MICRONESIA MUST BE AN INOEPENOE_T POLITICAL STATE_

,,EVEN FOR A FE_ MINUTES_ AND BEFORE ENTERING 14TO A TREATY
OF ASSOCIATIO_ _ITH THE UNITED STATES",

3. MICRONESIA MU_T HAVE CONSTITUTION .,_ICH _!LL BE
SUPREME LAW AND NOT SUBSERVIENT TO TPEATY O_ ASSOCIATION.

W. MUST _AVE FULL INTE;NAL SOVEREIGNTY.
5. MUST RETAI_ FULL EXTERNAL SOVEREIGNTY BUT CAN DELEGATE

AT THE =EGI_NIN(; OF THE ASSOCIATIOK AND LATER T_ROUGH AGREEME_TS_

CERTAIN RESPOB, SI_ILITIES FOR FnREIGN AFFAIKS TO THE U.S.
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6. MICRONESIA MUST NOT RELINQUISH ULTIMATE CONTROL OVER

US MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN MICRONESIA AND CONGRESS MUST OBTAIN
PRIOR CONSENT OF DISTRICTS I_V@LVED BEFORE COMMITTING THEIR
LANDS AND WATERS,

LETTER SIGNED BY FOLLOW!NG_ SENATORS AMA_AICH {TPUK)_
NAKAYAMA ITRUK) TMETUCHL. lPALA_), REPS HAU_O_ DC_S_ SETIKp
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NAKAYA_As WILLIANDER (ALL fROM TRUK)s SAMUEL BALOS DOMNICK
(MARSHALL|S PEDROa BASILIUSs OLKERIIL (PALAU) $1GRAH AND
IRIARTE (PONAPE.

SPEAKING IN S_NATE DEBATE_ IEHSI (PONAPE) RECALLING THAT

HE WAD EARLIER SPOKEN I_ SUPPORT OF COMPACT_ SAID MISTAKENLY

THAT LETTER XAD BEEN SIGNE_ BY MAJORITY O= CD_GPESSMEN$ AND

IF MAJORITY ADVOCATES INOEPE!JD_CE_ STATUS COMMITTEE SHOULD

BE AUTHORIZED TO DISCUSS _IT_ L;C "_EN AND _OW WE ARE GOING
TO GET mUP INDEPENDENCE ", IE_SI S_IC. HE =EPSOm, ALLY DI_ NOT

SUPPORT COURSE DF INDEPENDE_CE, _UT UQGED T_AT IP THAT

IS WHAT MICRONESIA REALLY WA_TS, T_I.S SHOULD BE _ROUGHT INTO
OPEN.

AM.ARAIC_ REVIEWED THREE MAJOQCONSIDFDATIO_S QF ADOPTION
OF RESOLUTIONI
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I. TRUSTEESHIP AGREEMENT REoUInES THAT PEOPLE BE AWA_E

OF CHOIcES_ 2. _ WE A_E THINKING OF INOEPENDENCE* THIS IS

TIME TO MOVE IN THAT DIRECTIO_ 3_ U_ MIGHT INSIST THAT IN

PLEBISCITE INDEPEUDENCE BE A_ ALTErNaTIvE. CO_ESS THEREYO_E
HAS RESPONSIBILITY TO INFORM PEOPLE OF ALTE_{_TIVES,

SALIT MOVED FOR PREVIOUS (QUESTIOn: NAKAYAMA MOVED APPROVAL

OF RESOLUTION wwICH WAS T_EN APDPTEO _Y VOICE VCTE. HOUSE
CONCURR=NCE CAME SHORTLY T_EREAFTER. TRENT
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