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PREAMBLE

The United States of America and the People of Micronesia,

Recognizing that among the responsibilities of the

Government of the United States as Administering Authority

of the Trust Territoryof the Pacific Islandsis the

obligationto promotethe developmentof the inhabitants

of that territorytoward self-governmentor independence, _i

and

Recognizin9 their common interestin developinga new

politicalstatus for the peopleof Micronesia to replace

the presenttrusteeship,

AGREE to establishthrough this Compactof Free Association

_ a system of self-governmentappropriateto the particular

circumstancesof Micronesiaand its people and in accordance

with the freely expressedwishes of the people concerned.

This Compact,approvedby the people of Micronesiathrough

their sovereignright of self-determinationand by the

Governmentof the United States, shall determinethe respective

rights and responsibilitiesof the Governmentof Micronesiaand

the Governmentof the United States.
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TITLE I

INTERNALAFFAIRS

SectionlOl

The people of Micronesiahave the right to adopt their own

constitutionand form of governmentand to amend or change any

such constitutionor form of governmentat any time, provided

that the constitutionand laws of Micronesiashall remain

consistentwith the provisionsof this Compact,and shall

guaranteeto the inhabitantsof Micronesiatheir fundamental

human rights and shall establisha governmentalstructure

consistentwith the principlesof democracy.

Section I02

/ The duly constitutedGovernmentof Micronesia shall have

full responsibilityfor and authorityover the internal affairs

of Micronesia.

Section I03

The people of Micronesia,in the exerciseof their right

of self-determination,may in the event of terminationof this

Compact freely choose their own future politicalstatus in

accordancewith Title of this Compact.
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